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Mr.  Urban-,  Sept.  vS. 

YOU  receive  herewith  two  diH'eient 
views  (Phiifs  1.  and  II.)  of  the 
remains  of  an  old  building  in  South- 
wark, now  called  T/ie  Mar/lialfea, 
which  'iVadition  points  out  as  a palace 
of  one  r;f  our  kings  j and,  as  John  was 
eomphincnted  with  a number  of  pa- 
laces, this,  among  others,  was  added 
to  liie  lid,  There  is  not  any  date  to 
alcerlain  the  lime  of  biulding  it,  and 
no  particular  account,  any  more  than 
its  being  a court  to  try  for  piracy  and 
mifdcmeanors  on  the  liigh  feas.  it 
was  appropriated  to  the  purpofe  of  re- 
coverv  of  debts,  &c.  of  the  King  or 

J ^ ^ ^ - 

Queen’s  iervants,  till,  in  a cafe  argued 
in  Charles  the  Second’s  time,  the  right 
of  exienlion  was  edablinied  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjecls  in  general.  The  extent 
of  jurifdiction  is  12  miles  from  the  me- 
troj)olis,  on  afuppofirlon  that  the  King’s 
lervants  in  general  redded  not  farther. 
There  are  the  remains  of  fome  rings, 
bolts,  &c.  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed 
on  refrafiory  prifoners. 

Cowell,  in  his  Interpreter,  lavs, 
T Marejhalfee  ( MareJcaltiaJ  is  the 
Court  of  the  marfhal,  or  (word  ior 
word)  the  lent  of  the  inuinial  ; of 
whoni  fee  Compton’s  Juris,  &c.  folio 
3 02.  It  is  alfo  ufed  for  the  prifon  in 
Southwarke;  the  reafon  whereof  may 
be,  becanfe  the  marlhal  of  the  king’s 
boufe  was  wont  perhaps  to  fet  there  in 
judgment.  See  the  Statute  ()  Rich.  II. 
cap.  . . ; and  2 Hen.  IV.  cap.  23.” 

Sir  Richard  Fermor,  ancedor  to  the 
earls  Ponifret,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VHI.  raifkl  a noble  fortune  by  trade  j 
but,  being  a zealous  Romanid,  and  not 
complying  with  the  alterations  iti  re- 
ligion introduced  at  that  time,  upon  a 
pretended  charge  of  relieving  certain 
traitorous  perfons  who  denied  the  king’s 
Ihpremacy,  although  nothing  was  le- 
gal! v proved  againd  him,  except  that 
he  fent  eight  pence  and  a couple  of 
fliirts  to  one  Nicholas  Thaym,  formerly 
bis  confeiTor,  and  at  that  time  a pri- 
Ibner  in  the  gaol  of  Buckingham,  he 
was  committed  to  the  Marlhaliea,  tried, 
found  guilty  of  a prsemunire,  and  ('trip- 
ped of  his  whole  edate,  real  and  perfb- 
iial.  The  good  odl  man  then  retired 
to  a village  called  Wappenham,  where 
he  palled  feyeral  years  with  the  parl’on 
of  the  parifh  (whom  he  had  prefented 
to  the  living)  with  a mod  confnminate 
piety  and  entire  refignation.  The  king, 
relenting,  was  about  to  make  him  ref*' 
Gent,  Mag.  September  1803. 


titution  ; but  death  prevented  him  ; 
and  nothing  effeflual  was  done  till  the 
fourth  year  of  King  Kdward  VI.  wdieix  ' 
he  recyvered  about  one-iliird  of  wl>Sit 
he  formerly  polfeHecl  j and,  to  make 
fome  compenfation,  King  Edward 
granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  ie\eral 
lordfliips,  manors,  lands,  and  tene- 
ments, in  the  counties  of  QoiJet, 
Northampton,  andEllcx,;  whereupon 
be  returned  to  his  mandon-houle  at 
Eadoti-Nedon,  where  he  died,  about 
three  years  after,  in  January,  1552. 

Yours,  &c.  T.  P. 

To  this  account  of  our  inge- 
nious but  unfortunate  correfpoudent# 
we  fhall  add,  from  a recent  publication 
by  the  modern  Howard,  that  this 
prilon  is  under  the  particular  cultodv  of 
the  Suhjiituie,  who  has  his  appoint- 
ment from  the  Knight  Marfhal  of  the 
King’s  houfliold  for  the  time  being. 

The  court-yard  is  fpacious,  contains 
near  50  rooms,  and  is  well  fupplied 
with  water. 

No  pirates  have  been  committed  to 
this  prifon  fmee  1789  ; but  leveral  per- 
fotis  have  been,  and  are,  committed  in 
execution,  under  fentcnce  of  court* 
martial,  to  fuffer  imprifonment  for  a 
limited  time;  they  are  committed  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  purfuant 
to  the  lentence. 

In  December  1801,  there  were  34 
perfons  who  had  with  them  8 wives 
and  7 children  in  the  prifon  ; but  the 
whole  building  (the  philanthropic  wri- 
ter hates)  is  in  a moft  ruinous  and  infe- 
cure  ftate,  and  the  habitations  of  the 
debtors  wretched  in  the  extreme. 

Mr,  Henry  Allnul,  who  was  many 
years  a prl Toner  here,  had,  during  his 
conlinement,  a la'-ge  edate  bequeathed 
to  him.  He  learned  fyinpathy  by  his 
fud'erings,  and  left  100 1.  a year  for  dif- 
charging  poor  debtors  from  hence,  the 
payment  or  compofition  of  whofe  debts 
do  not  exceed  41.  ; and  for  this  pur- 
pofe he  bound  his  manbr  of  Goring* 
in  OxfordfliirC. 

Mr,  Neild  enumerates  feveral  other 
fmall  annual  benefactions  from  feveral 
public  companies  and  individuals  ; 
among  which  are  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury— and  a legacy  of  the  fa- 
mous Eleanor  Gvvinn.  Edit. 
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LETTER  XXXIX.  ON  PRISONS. 


I 


JExira6led  from  the  Gentleman's  Magaxtne,  Fehruary,  I8O7. 


Omne  animi.  vitium  tanto  c5nfpe6lius  in 
fe  [habetur*. 

Cri-men  habet,  quanto  major  qui  peccat 
_ _ Samhrook  Court, 

Mi;<  Urban,  March  \b. 

SELDOM  have  I felt  more  concern 
in  reviewing  the  (late  of  Prifons, 
than  on  the  prefent  occafion.  Many 
-of  the  fcenes  of  human  mifery  intro- 
duced into  ihefe  pages,  have  been 
drawn  from  dillant  places,  where 
fome  apology  might  be  pleaded  for 
apparent  negle6l,  in  confequence  of 
pecuniary  inability,  or  want  of  power, 
to  remove  the  exifling  evil  j but  in 
the  prefent  iiiQance  thefe  are  amply 
polfellecl,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
miferable  date  of  the  Prifon  was  made 
known  to  thole  whofe  duty  and  daiion 
it  was  to  afford  relief. 

The  Magiffrales  and  Citizens  of 
London  have  been  fo  uniformly  di(- 
tingnifhed  for  philanthropy  and  libe- 
rality, that  this  negle6l  of  the  Borough 
Compter  muff  certainly  have  arifen 
from  fome  other  fource  than  that  of 
inhumanity  ; and  may,  perhaps,  be 
afcrlbed  to  the  circumilance  of  not 
having  had  a refident  Alderman  in  that 
ward  or  diftrict  for  a feries  of  years ; 
and  fbould  it  appear  fo  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  from  their  diffin- 
guiflred  urbanity,  that thelocal  refidence 
of  an  Alderman  or  High  Bailiff’  will 
become  an  obje^l  of  their  recommen- 
dation, and  afford  fuch  an  example  of 
humane  attention  to  the  Prifoner,  as 
mav  excite  emulation  in  every  part  of 


the  kingdom. 


J.  C.  Lettsom. 


Borough  Compter.  Keeper,  Sir 
JVal kin  Lewes,  knt.  Biiliff’of  the  Bo- 
rough, appointed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Court  of  Aldermen.  John  BuIIevant, 
Deputy.  Salary,  none.  Fees  ; Debv 
ors,  7s.  Cd.  garniffi,  2s.  Chaplain, 


Every  fault  of  the  mind  becomes 
more  confpicuous,  and  more  guilty,  in 
pr^purtio.n  to  the  rank  of  the  offemivT. 


none.  Surgeon,  none.  Number  of 
Debtors  September  14,  1801,  nine; 
February  9,  1802,  five;  January  2, 
1803,  eight ; December  8,  1804,  eight ; 
December  10,  1805,  live;  IMay  23, 
1806,  (even.  Allowance  to  Debtors  ; 
a two-penny  loaf  per  day  from  the 
City  (weight,  March  10,  1801, 
ounces  and  65  penny  loaves  every 
eight  weeks,  from  Mrs.  Margaret 
Symeott’sf  gift,  a memorjal  of  which 
is  fixed  up  in  the  prifon:  and  twenty 
fhillings  every  Chnftmas  from  the 
Archbifhop  of  Cat  lerbury. 

Remarks.  The  Borough  Compter, 
or  Clink,  under  Uic  jurildiction  of  the 
Bailiff  of  Southwark,  but  coutrouiable 
by  the  City  ot  London,  ex  ends  its 
juri!di6tion  over  five  pariffies.  Debt- 
ors have  one  fmall  couri-vard,  about 
19  feet  fquare.  On  the  ground  ffoor* 
on  the  right  hand,  is  the  women’s  day 
and  lleepung  room,  24  feel  by  9 feet  6 
inches.  On  the  left  is  one  iicended 
for  men,  41  feet  by  10  ; but  the  floor 
of  this  room  being  earth,  or  mud.,  and 
unfit  to  ileep  upon,  no  ufe  has  been 
made  of  it  for  many  years,  fo  that 
men  and  women  airoclate  together 
during  the  day  tune  in  the  women’s 
room.  Uji-ftairs  are  two  rooms,  the 
fame  lize  as  thole  below,  and  now 
(1806)  in  good  rej,alr.  All  imve  fire- 
places ; but  no  coals  arc  allowed,  no 
kettles  or  faucepans  to  cook  provi lions  ; 
no  mops,  brooms,  or  pails,  to  keep 
the  prifon  clean.  No  bedlleads,  bed- 
ding, or  even  firaw,  to  he  upon. 
Debtors  are  obliged  to  deep  on  the 
dirty  boariis  in  their  cloalhs.  A'l  thole 
who  are  a.rrelled  by  procefs  iffuing  out 
of  the  Borough  Court,  are  lent  to 
this  Prifon,  and  there  are  rooms  in  the 


* The  allowance  of  bread  ought  every 
where  to  be  in  weight,  and  not  in  money, 
becaufe  of  the  variable  price  : in  Auguft 
];73,  the  twopenny  loaf  weighed  twenty- 
vne  ounces. 

•|  Eleanor  Gwinn’s  legacy. 


houfe 


2 1 ^ Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on 

houfe  for  thofe  who  can  pay.  Ihc 
extreino  dillrefs  and  wretchednefs  I 
often  have  witneffed  in  this  Prifon, 
particularly  ill  the  years  1801,  1802, 
1803,  and  1804,  canfed  me  to  write 
the  following  letter  to  ttie  Lord  Mayor : 

“ My  Lord, 

I beg  pardon  for  the  liberty  I take 
in  addrelfing  myfelf  to  your  Lordfhip  ; 
but  when  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
je6t  and  the  object  it  has  in  view  are 
confidered,  they  will,  1 trull,  plead 
excufe.  It  is  now  more  than  three 
years  lince  1 made  my  fird  report  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Court  of  Al- 
dermen, of  the  Hate  of  the  Borough 
Compter.  A Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  infpe6l  it.  The  windows 
were  repaired  and  glazed,  it  was  white- 
walhed  and  fwept.  This  being  all  the 
improvement  it  has  received,  permit 
me  to  ireipafs  on  your  Lordlhip’s  pa- 
tience, and  that  of  the  honourable 
Court,  whim  1 defcribe  its  prefent 
ftate. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  as  Bailiff  of  the 
Borough,  is,  I prefume,  the  keeper. 
His  deputy,  John  Bui  levant,  has  no 
falary.  This  prifon  extends  its  jurif- 
didlion  over  five  pariflies.  Men  and 
women  debtors  have  one  fmall  court- 
vard,  about  nineteen  feet  fquare;  and 
they  appear  to  me  at  all  times  to  alfo- 
ciaie  together.  They  have  nothing 
but  the  dirty  boards  to  deep  upon. 
No  bedding,  or  even  draw,  allowed. 
No  fire,  even  in  this  cold  and  damp 
feafon.  No  medical  aflidance  in  fick- 
nefs.  No  religious  attentions  what- 
ever. The  few  remaining  boards  in 
the  men  debtors  room  (mentioned  in 
my  former  report)  are  now  taken  away, 
as  are  the  joids  on  which  they  were 
lud.  The  room  is  ufelefs  ; the  floor 
is  ea"th.  Neither  mops,  brooms,  nor 
pails  are  allowed,  to  keep  the  prifon 
clean.  Soap  or  lowels  are  not  af- 
forded to  the  Prifoner  ; fo  that  a man 
may  for  a dtbt  of  one  guinea,  re- 
mat  n in  this  wretched  place  da^s, 

without  once  taking  otV  his  deaths,  or 
wafliiiig  his  hands  and  fare. 

Permit  me  now,  mv  Lord,  to  fubmit 
ta  your  confideration  the  allowance  to 
&liis  PiiCon.  It  is  a twopenny  loaf  a 
day;  weight,  Marcii  10,  1801,  Jtx 
/)unces  ! and  December  7,  1804, 
ounces.  This  fcanty  provifion,  with- 
f)ut  any  nutritions  liquor,  only  water, 
is  not  fufiiciein  to  fiipport  the  cravings 
of  nature,;  and  the  prifoner  at  his  dif- 
charge  may  be  fit  fur  an  hofphal,  but 


ibe  BoToagh  Comptef.  [Maf^  if 

he  cannot  be  fit  for  labour.  The  !| 
County  of  Middlefex  allow*  to  pri*  i 
foners  of  this  defeription,  in  Cold  \ 
Bath  Fields,  a loaf  of  bread  of  one  \ 
pound  weight  every  day,  a pint  of  | 
gruel  every  morning,  a quart  of  broth  \ 
made  of  rice  and  oatmeal  for  dinner,  i 
and  every  other  day  fix  ounces  of  I 
meat  for  dinner,  indead  of  broth.  , 
They  have  a common  room  with  a 
fire-place,  and  a peck  of  coals  per  day  ; 
two  fleeping-cells,  7 feet  by  3L  with 
plank  beddeads,  draw  in  ticking  beds^ 
a blanket  and  a rug. 

What  a contrail!  what  (ball  I fay 
to  a I’ydem  dill  continued,  though  re*- 
fpedbfully  fubmitted  to  the  Court  more 
than  three  years  ago  1 am  informed  there 
has  been  no  rejxdeyit  Alderman  in  this 
ward  for  many  years,  which  may  in  fome 
meafure  account  for  the  total  negle6i 
of  this  miferable  place.  The  fixty-five 
penny  loaves  every  eight  weeks  (from 
Mrs.  Symcoti’s  gift)  might,  if  didri- 
buied  at  proper  periods  according  to 
the  number  of  debtors,  be  of  real  fer- 
vire  ; but  they  are  Pent  all  at  one  time  ; 
and  the  late  keeper  informed  me,  when 
there  was  only  one  debtor,  he  had  the 
whole,  and  fold  them. 

No  enquiry  ever  appears  to  be  made 
about  the  date  of  this  Prifon  ; and 
there  being  no  refident  Magidrate,  the 
cries  of  the  miferable  never  reach  that 
Court  where  dillrefs  feldom  fupplicates 
in  vain.  The  annual  donation  of  20s. 
bv  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  it 
didrihuied  in  the  fame  iiiconfiderate 
manner  as  (he  bread.  Liberality,  be- 
nevolence, and  humanity,  are  the 
characleridics  of  the  City,  and  on  all 
public  occafions  flie  extends  them  in  a 
manner  worthy  the  fird  City  in  the 
world.  The  Gaols  of  Newgate,  Lud- 
gate,  Giltfpur-dreet,  and  Pouhry,  are 
ample  partakers  of  its  bounty,  while 
the  miferable  one  I have  been  deferib- 
ing,  fiiuate  in  Surrey,  has  no  claim  to 
the  provifion  made  by  that  liberal 
Ckinnty.  Forgot  by  the  City — out  of 
reach  of  being  heard  — it  .feems  a 
wretched  caji-offy  and  mav  be  num- 
bered among  the  word  Prifons  in  the 
kingdom.  At  mv  vifits  the  7ih  and 
8th  of  this  month  (December  1804) 
tK?  number  of  prlfoners  eight  ; viz. 
fix  men,  two  women  ; their  condition 
ragged  and  dirty,  fiarving,  and  (ex- 
cept one)  without  employ.  In  this 
extremity,  two  Ihilling*  garniJJi  is  ex- 
aCled  from  every  new  comer. 

That  this  piciure  is  not  overcharged 
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; I am  ready  to  prove  ; and  will  attend 
the  Court  of  Aldermen  any  time  they 
pleafe  to  appoint,  to  interrogate  the 
Keeper  as  io  faSis. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  when  Lord 
Mayor,  honoured  my  remarks  on  the 
Poultry  Compter  with  the  mofl  prompt 
and  effe6lual  relief ; and  I humbly 
hope,  my  Lord,  for  a like  exertion  of 
your  high  authority,  and  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  a like  compaflion  toward  the 
unhappy  obje^ls  of  it. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great 
refpe6l,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip’s  moft  obedient, 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 
James  Neild. 
Chelfea,  Decemler  11,  1804. 

To  Right  Hon.  Peter  Perchard,  efq. 
Lord  Mayor." 

There  were  committed  to  this  pri« 
fon  in  1801,  180;  in  1802,  160;  in 

1803,  170 ; in  1804,  125  ; in  1805,  IS  1 ; 
in  1806,  147  perfons.  Benevolence, 

I however,  occafionally  finds  its  way 
within  thefe  dreary  walls ; for  at  Eafter, 

1804,  two  legs  and  two  (bins  of  heef 
were  feni.  The  15th  March,  1805, 
there  were  three  men  and  one  woman 
prifoners;  the  woman  was  extremely 
ill  of  a bloody  flux,  and  the  poor  men 
had  raifed  eighteen  pence  amongft 
them,  and  bought  a trnfs  of  draw,  of 
which  they  had  given  the  lick  woman 
a large  portion.  1 was  much  plealed 
with  this  a6l  of  fympathy  : the  deputy 
keeper  lent  her  an  old  blanket,  and 
humanely  permitted  her  to  come  into 
the  houfe  during  the  day,  by  which, 
and  fome  other  charitable  aflifiance, 
fhe  recovered.  On  the  gth  December, 

1805,  three  legs  of  beef  were  fent  ; 
the  number  of  prifoners  four.  And 
this  year  fome  humane  gentleman 
fent  two  pair  of  blankets  and  two  rugs. 
The  25th  March,  1806,  three  legs  of 
beef  were  fent;  the  number  of  pri- 

j foners  eleven.  At  my  vifit  on  the  28th, 
1 found  five  debtors,  who  had  with 
them  in  prifon  three  wives  and  nine 
children ; and  the  fame  benevolent 
gentleman  had  fent  them  eight  fmall 
flock  beds,  and  this  year  liberated 
4 eight  prifoners.  The  28ih  May,  1806, 
the  (even  debtors  had  with  them  in 
prifon  five  infant  chlldrea.  W hen 


any  provifions  are  fent,  the  kee])er's 
wife  kindly  lends  them  vefl'els  to  cook 
it  in.  The  head  Keeper  had  not  vi- 
fited  the  prifon  thefe  18  months!  The 
loweft  fum  for  which  I faw  any  record 
of  commitment  was  Is.  7d.  colls  3s.  2d, 
hut  the  late  keeper  told  me  there  had 
been  one  committed  for  fevenpence. 
In  1785,  the  fees  and  expences  on  a 
debt  of  one  Jhilling  were  15s.  1 id.  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  the  debtor 
might  remain  imprifoned  for  Ife,  with 
felons  of  every  defcription  ; but  by  the 
perlevering  reprefentalions  of  the 
“ Society  for  the  Relief  of  Perfon* 
Impriibned  for  fmall  Debts,*'  Fee# 
are  aboliflied,  the  expences  leffened, 
imprifoument  limited,  and  an  entire 
fepa ration  from  felons,  in  every  Gaol 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  Felons  Court-yard  is  about  14f 
feet  by  11,  and  leparated  from  the 
Debtors  by  a brick  wall.  Their  day- 
room,  called  the  Jione-roomy  17  feet 
by  12,  has  a fire-place;  no  coals  al- 
lowed. Over  this  is  the  fleeping  room, 
l6  feet  by  14;  no  bedding  or  firaw% 
Criminals  are  only  confined  here  a 
night  or  two,  till  fully  committed. 
The  following  table  of  fees  is  hung  up 
in  the  houfe,  viz. 

A lable  of  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the 
Keeper  of  the  Borough  Compter. 
For  the  admiflion  of  every-\  f.  s.  d. 
prifoner  for  felony,  trel-  ( 
pafs,  aflault,  or  other  ^011  4 

inifdemeanour  - — " ~J 
For  every  night’s  lodging  - - 0 0 6 
To  the  Turnkey,  for  iheT 

admififion  of  every  fuch  >010 
prifoner  - 

For  every  perfon  br«)ught.^ 
by  any  pence  officer  for  | 
fafe  cuftody,  until  hear- V 0 2 0 

ing  can  be  had  before  a \ 


magi  (Irate 


And  for  the  belter  information  of 
fuch  prifoners,  the  Court  doth  fur- 
ther order  and  direCl,  that  a table  of 
the  (aid  fees  be  fixed  up  in  the  mod 
confpicuous  part  of  the  faid  prifon^ 
for  the  perufal  and  infpe6lion  of  the 
faid  prifoners,  and  others  reibrting  to 
the  faid  gaol. 

By  the  Court,  Man. 
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LETTER  ON  PRISONS.*, 


ExlYaSed  from  the  Gentleman' s Magazine,  April,  1807, 


Formarn  quidem  ipfam,  Marce  fiPi,  et 
tanquam  faciem  honefti  vides  ; quae  fi 
oculis  cerneretur,  mirabiles  amores  (ut 
ait  Plato)  excitaret  fapienticef . 

Tull.  Offic. 

Mr.  Urb.^n,  Sambrook  Court, 
* Ap'-il  0. 

IN  examining  the  ilru6Iure  and  file 
of  prifons>  it  is  much  eafier  to  dif- 
cover  a fault  than  to  a (certain  a re- 
medy ; hence  an  intrindc  value  in  the 
prefent  hiftory  of  prifons  will  refult 
from  the  acquifition  of  the  latter,  as 
upon  every  requifite  occafion  the  means 
of  i mprovement  are  coupled  with  the 
narrative  of  their  imperfedlions  y and 
hence  if,  from  the  rcmi(fne(s  of  the 
magiilrates,  or  of  the  perfons  now  in 
power,  thefe  judicious  inllru6lions 
Ihould  be  difregarded,  they  will  dill 
remain  examples  of  wifdom,  and  fug- 
gellions  of  humanity,  which,  “like 
bread  caft  upon  the  waters,  may  be 
found  after  many  daysj  and  which 
the  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy  of 
the  citizens  of  Coventry  may  fome 
time  exemplify,  by  adopting  thofe  im- 
provements in  the  gaol  which  were 
pointed  out  in  1803,  although  in  1804 
210  alteration  had  taken  place,  whilil 
one  tenth  part  of  the  money  fquan- 
dered  away  at  the  late  contelled  elec- 
tion would  have  been  fufficient  to 
have  conftru6ted  a new  gaol,  and  the 
neceflity  avoided  O'f  fumigating  dun- 
geons which  can  only  be  entered  by 
a defeent  of  12  heps. 

Compared  to  the  date  of  the  prifon 
of  Coventry,  that  of  Derby  affords  an 
agreeable  relief.  Here  Religion  is  fo 


* The  laft  letter  fhould  have  been 
numbered  XXXVIII), 

•f  Thou  feeft,  my  fon  Marcus,  Virtue 
as  it  were  embodied  ; which,  if  it  could 
be  made  the  obje6l  of  fight,  would  (as 
Plato  fays)  excite  in  us  a wonderlul  love 
of  Virtue. 

% Eedes.  xi,  i, 


far  regarded  as  to  encourage  a chap- 
lain to  officiate,  whole  duties  are  aided 
by  the  diftribution  of  religious  books; 
which,  indeed,  fhould  ever  conflitute 
part  of  the  furniture  of  a prifon,  where 
Confinement  ffiould  be  rendered  con- 
ducive to  moral  impro\en)ent,  as  well 
as  to  bodily  I’eeurity.  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Derby  Town  Gaol,  which  is  alfo 
the  Town  Bridewell,  is  fiiuated  in  Wil- 
low Row.  Charles  Smith,  Gaoler ; 
lalary  5()1.  for  Gaol  and  Bridewell. 
Fees,  debtors  and  felons  12s.  8d.  No 
Table.  Garniffi  Is.  Chaplain,  none; 
nor  any  religious  attentions  whatever. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Haden  ; makes  a bill. 
Allowance.  Three  twelve-penny  loaves 
per  week,  fent  from  the  baker’s; 
weight,  061.  9>  1305,  4lb.  each. 
Tranfports,  the  expence  of  removal. 

The  Gaoler’s  houfe  fronts  the  ftreet, 
and  his  back  room  has  a full  command 
of  the  court-yard,  which  is  33  feet  by 
24,  with  a pump,  two  fewers,  and  a 
leaden  cifiern  for  a cold  bath,  hard 
and  foft  water  at  all  times  acceffible  : 
this  court  is  the  only  one  for  all  de- 
feriptions  of  prifoners.  The  ground- 
floor  is  occupied  by  the  debtors  day- 
room,  fize,  12  feel  by  11,  whichi 
has  a fire-place,  and  iron-grated  win- 
dow to  the  court.  The  felons’  day- 
room  is  about  10  feet  fquare,  with  a 
fire-place  and  iron-grated  window. 

The  lleeping-cell  (called  the  dun- 
geon) is  12  feet  by  8,  lighted  and  ven- 
tilated by  a fmail  iron-grated  window, 
only  11  inches  by  10,  with  a barrack 
bedftead,  liraw  (loofe  and  worn  to 
duff),  two  blankets,  and  a rug. 

The  women’s  day-room,  10  feet 
fquare,  has  a fire-place  and  iron-grated 
window  to  the  court;  the  room  to 
lleep  in  is  above-ffairs,  and  the  lame 
fize  as  that  below,  but  the  window  is 
glazed.  Up-ftairs  debtors  have  their 
fleeping-rooms,  with  glazed  windows 

atii 
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and  fire-places,  about  12  feet  fquare.  flat  roof,  which  is  90  feet  by  26.  A 
Wood  bedlleads,  loole  flraw,  and  two  large  day-roo^p,  20  feet  by  15,  and  10 


blankets,  and  one  rug,  are  allowed  t,o^, 
every  bed,  and  two  tons  of  coals  **3 
year  for  the  whole  Gaol.  All  are 
allowed  to  work  that  can  procure  it, 
and  have  the  whole  of  their  earnings  : 
the  debtor  was  cmting  butcher’s 
^ewers  at  3d.  a thonfand.  No  rootn 
fet  apart  for  an  Infirmary.  A6l  and 
Claufesnot  up.  Whitewafjaed  and  vi* 
filed  once  a year. 

Prifoners,  Aug.  23,  1803,  Debtors 
2,  Felons,  &c.  8,  Deferier  1 ; 06t.  9, 
1805,  Debtor  1,  Felon  1,  Offender  1. 

Debtors  from,  the  Court  of  Requelis 
?ire  fent  here,  and  have  the  lame  al- 
lowance as  paupers  from  their  refpec- 
tive  pariQies.  In  18p3  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
Snowdin,  allowed  the  prifoners  at 
Chriftqias  9 lb.  of  beef  anti  a peck  of 
pQtatpes,  but  this  ha$  not  been  conti- 
nued. 

De  RBY  County  Gaol.  UHlianj^^ 
’Eaton,  Gaoler;  falary  170I.  and  for 
the  Bridewell  sol.  ; 8l.  8s.  for  Hr.ffw, 
and  2I.  I2s.  Ocl.  for  coals,  fevg  as 
per  Table.  Qarniflt  aboliffted.  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  Nicholas  Bailey  ; falary  35l.  ; 
cluty^  Monday  and  VVednefdav  praters, 
Saturday  prgvers  and  (trinon,  and  at- 
tends convi  cfs  under  ft  ntence  of  deofh 
eyery  day.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Francis  Fox  ; 
falary  4()1.  for  attendance  and  medi- 
cines for  all  (lefcriptiqns  of  priloners, 
and  makinsi  his  return  to  the  Ouarter 
SelTions.  For  conveyance  of  Trauf- 
j)orts,  7b  pfr  man  to  Woolwich,  and 
ipl.  to  Porlfmonth.  Allowance,  two 
i2d.  loaves  a week  fent  in  from  the 
baker’s;  weight,  06i.  9,  1805,  4lb. 
each.  When  a debtor  receives  his  fi.x- 
nences,  he  has  no  County  allowance. 
Number  of  irrifonyrs  : Debtors  13, 
Felons  and  Petty  Offenders  7 ; Hopfe 
of  Corre61idn  Q. 

This  Gaol  is  fitqate  on  Nun’s  Green, 
the  front  of  vyhich  is  occupied  by  pic 
Keeper,  and  extends  12(3  fegl,  includ- 
ing the  paffago  which  leads  to  the  Gar- 
rlen  of  five  feel  wide  ; tfie  depth  is  120 
feet  ; fd  that,  when  the  width  of  thp 
palTagd  is  laken  off,  it  forms  a com- 
plete fquare.  It  was  finifhcd  anti  in- 
habited in  1757«  T’!'®  Keeper’s  hack 

yn()ms  cottimand  all  the  courts  except 
the  vagfatils.  'Fhere  is  ope  cotui- 
jqrd  §2  feet  by  43,  well  fppplied  wjth 
b^|d  anq  %f^  vvaier,  cptiimon  to  the 
debtors  an;^  Cite  rnen  in  the  Houfe  of 
Gortcflion  ; but  the  debtors  have  the 
ey-fdofive  privilege  qf  y^alksn|  on  the 


feet  6 inches  high,  wufh  an  x)\en  and 
men  tils  for  frugal  cookery.  They  have 
eight  {leeping  and  work-rooms,  all 
abo\e  'iairs,  the  average  fize  about  17 
feet  <3  jiK'ius  by  ! I feet,  and  9 feet  3 
inches  bigli,  wiih  a fire-place  and 
glazed  witulov  s,  and  wood  betifleads, 
Chaff  beds,  two  blankets,  two  flieela, 
a tug,  and  a bollier,  are  furnifhed  by 
the  Keeper  at  6'd.  each  per  week,  but 
if  a debtor  brings  liis  own  bed  he  pays 
noihing  ; there  are  likewife  convenient 
water-clol’ets  at  the  end  of  the  lobbies 
or  palVages,  to  which  they  have  gpcefs 
in  the  night-time.  'Fhe  humane 
Keeper  frequently  finds  them  employ- 
ment in  weaving  callico  ; they  aie 
furnifhed  with  looms  from  the  town 
at  4d.  per  week,  and  have  all  their 
eariiings.  Women  debtors  have  a fc- 
parate  court  23  feet  9 inches  by  12 
feet  6 'ittches,  with  hard  and  foftwater^ 
and  a fewer  in  it,  Tlieir  four  lodg- 
ing-rooms arc  UJ1  a flight  of  18  fieps  ; 
each  has  a fire-place  and  glazed  win- 
dows, and  the  average  fize  about  12 
feet  (quare  and  Q feet  high  ; thefe  are 
filled  up  w’ith  beds  and  bedding  this 
fauie  gs  the  men’s.  Two  o-f  ihe  iow'er  of 
iliele  rooms  are  occafionally  ufed  for 
women  felons  and  ndfdemeanours. 

Men  felons  have  a court-yard  93 
feel  bv  43,  wdih  hard  and  loft  water 
and  a fe\i'er  in  it.  A day-room  25 
feet  by  IB,  and  !0  feet  high,  with  an 
oven,  and  fined  up  ^vith  utenfils  for 
frugal  cookery.  A door  opens  into  a 
lobby  24  feet  by  3 feet  4 ; in  this  lobby 
there  are  four  llceping  cells  7 feet  by  7 
feel  4 inches,  and  3 leet  3 inches  high, 
with  boarded  floors  and  lacking  filled 
with  flravy,  two  blankets,  and  a rug. 
To  thefe  cells  warm  air  can  be  intro- 
duced by  means  of  flues  under  the 
floors,  which  keeps  them  perfe<fllv  dry. 
The  only  light  (and  that  a borrowed 
one)  is  from  an  apertprp  over  each 
doo|-  12  niches  by  fj,  fo  that  when  the 
door  is  fhut  they  are  almofi  totally 
dark  ; the  veniiiaiion  is  likewife  very 
bad. 

Neaf  tfiefe  is  another  door  wbiyh 
opens  into  the  couri-vard  ; the  lobby 
or  paffage  is  25  feet  6 inches  long,  and 
three  feet  wide.  This  contains  three 
cells,  which  are  about  the  fame  fize 
as  thole  above  deferibed  ; tw’O  of  thent 
equally  dark  and  ill  ventilated  ; live 
thpd  an  iron  grating,  tvhich  looks 
inlOvfhQ  debtors  cqurt,  's  mpeh 
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nreferable  10  any  pf  the  others;  into 
;his  cell  a prilbner  is  put  when  left 
‘or  execution,  anti  there  is  a flip>  or 
ii3ay-room,  12  feet  ,6  by  6 feet,  with  a 
i iglazed  window,  a fire-place,  table,  chairs, 

I and  r^iigipus  books,  where  the  clergy- 
man daily  attends  him.  The  humane 
and  confiderate  Magilirates  likewife 
allow  criminals  in  this  unhappy  fitua- 
lion  a hot  dinner  every  day,  and  teii 
IvTice  a day. 

Houfe  of  Cor  region.  Prifoners  have 
one  common  court-yard  with  the 
■debtors;  their  day- room  is  I7  feet  6 
'bv  iG  feet  G,  and  1 J feet  3 inches  high, 
fwiih  a fire-place  and  glazed  window  ; 
land  there  is  a room  on  the  gfoupcl- 
'floor  7 feet  G hy  7 feet  for  delertefs, 
awiih  wood  bedheads  and  bedding  the 
tfameas  the  other  prilbners.  Above-fiairs 
tare  two  neeping-ropms  1 7 feet  G by  16 
ifeei  G,  atid  1 1 feet  3 fiches  high,  anti 
a finail  room  the  fame  lize  as  that  for 
defertcrs. 

Vagrants  have  a feparate  court,  out 
of  fight,  at  the  farther  part  of  the  Gapl^ 
‘^9  feet  by  20,  with  a iewer  in  it,  buc 
rno  5^'dter ; it  is  carried  by  the  Keeper 
four  limes  a day.  On  the  gronnd-fioor 
.are  two  rooms  i2  fijiei  ^ by  10  feet,  and 
■7  feet  G high,  \yTth  a nre-place  and 
jglazed  window;  to  thcfe  beds  and 
' bedding  are  fiirnilhed  as  for  the  other 
prifoners.  Above  thefe  are  two  others 
the  fame  fize.  por  the  conveyance  of 
vagrants  the  Keeper  is  allowed  Sd.  a 
: mile  per  head,  and  Gd.  per  day  for 
the  maintenance  of  each.  The  Cha- 
pel is  2G  feet  by  25,  and  10  feet  high, 
with  four  falh  - windows,  pewed  I’o 
that  the  yyoinen  are  out  of  fight  of 
the  men,  and  the  Clergyman  has  a 
' yvay  into  ii  from  the  Keei)er’s  houfe. 
All  prifotiers  are  required  to  attend 
(except  Roman  Catholics;  ; and  Bibles, 
Prayer-bpoks,  and  religious  tra61s,  are 
furnilhed  by  the  CpunJy.  Over  the 
Chapel  are  two  infirmary-rooms,  85  ft. 
by  U,  and  9 feet  3 inches  high  each, 

' with  fire-places  and  glazed  windows. 
The  wall,  which  has  a conrfe  of  11 
loofe  bricks,  is  21  feel  high.  All  de- 
scriptions of  prifoners  hqve  a hot  din- 
ner on  Chrillmas  ami  N^ew  Yegr’s  day, 

5 and  bread  and  cheefe  to  fupper,  and 
s each  a pint  of  ale.  Thcj-e  is  a man 
(Thomas  Jenney)  goes  about  at  Chrifi- 
: mas  witlv  a book  foliciting  relief  for 
’ the  debtors,  in  which  the  donors  en- 
ter their  names  and  fubfcriptions ; 
the  amount,  at  Chriftma.s  1804,  about 
■ 321.  For  ihs  trouble  pf  collecting  the 
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man  receives  one  fourth.  For  felons^ 
there  is  a woman  who  goes  to  gentle-, 
men’s  houfes  three  Sundays  in  a 
month  to  colle6h  and  (he  receives  one 
fourth  part  pf  the  fum  collected  j it 
amounts  generally  to  three  or  fpu^ 
fliillings  a Sunday.  She  carries  with 
her  a ijn  box,  which  has  an  aperturtt 
for  the  money.  A<t  for  Prelervalioa 
of  Health,  and  Claufes  againll  Spiritu- 
ous Liquors,  both  hung  up,  and  fret 
quently  vifited  by  the  Magiftrates; 
There  is  an  exceedingly  good  cold  bath 
wilh  a copper  for  warm  water.  Nq 
oven,  or  County  cibathing  ; but,  if  a 
priCouer  is  very 'ragged,  he  is  cjoalhed 
at  the  County’s  exj>ence. 

Number  of  prifoners,  Nov.  l6,  180p, 
Debtors  9,  Felons  and  Petty  Ofleii- 
ders  85;  Jan.  29,  1802,  Debtors  12, 
Felons  and  Petty  Offenders  41  ; Aug. 
24,  1808,  Debtors  8,  Felons,  &c.  18  ; 
Oci.  9, 1 805,  Debtors  1 3*  Felons,  &c.  1 G. 

Coventry.  Gaoler,  Gooole  ; 
falary  120I.  out  of  which  he  pays  for 
the  removal  of  all  convi6is.  Debtors, 
Fees,  158.  4d.  b^Gdes  which,  t^e  Un- 
der Sheriff  demands  4s.  for  his  liberate. 
Felons  piy  no  fees.  Garnilh  abolifhed. 
Cpaplajn,  none  ; except  to  thofe  un- 
der fentence  of  death.  Surgpon,  Mr. 
Whitwell  J iaiary,  none;  makes  a 
bill.  Number  of  prifoners,  March  26, 
1800,  Debtors  2,  Felons,  &c.  9; 
Auguft  22,  1803,  Debtors  8,  Ffelons, 
&c.  15  ; Nov.  2;  1805,  Debiors  2,  Fe- 
lons, &c.  7.  Allowance,  a four-penny 
or  fix|)enny  loaf,  as  bfead  is  dear  or 
cheap,  q day.  Debtors  have  the  fame 
allowance,  if  poor. 

Remarks.  ThiiGaol,  built  in  I772, 
is  in  a very  clofe  part  of  the  city.  On^! 
court-yard,  Go  feet  by  40,  for  debtors, 
felons,  and  all  deferiptions  of  pri- 
foners. A feparate  day-room,  about 
14  feet  rquare.  There  are  feven  lodg- 
ing-rooms fer  mafier’s-fide  debtors,  to 
which  the  Keeper  furnifhes  beds  at  3s. 
or,  if  two  lleej)  together,  2s.  per  week 
each  ; and  a common  ward  for  poor 
debtors,  to  which  the  City  allows  a 
bedficad,  with  firaw  (which  is  changed 
every  three  weeks),  a blanket,  and  a 
rug,  for  which  they  pay  fix-pence  a 
week.  Women  felons  have  oulv  one 
room.  The  men  have  a dav-room  u 
feet  by  10.  To  their  dungeons  tliere  is 
a defeent  of  12  Heps  to  a narrow  pafe 
fage  of  four  feet  wide : the  four  dun- 
geons are  about  9 feet  by  6,  with  a 
little  windovv  H inches  by  7;  all  are 
damp  and  offenfiye ; a'  boultin  of 
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ftraw  (long  wheat  flraw,  about  24lb. 
fo  called)  is  allowed  to  each  felon 
every  three  weeks,  twO  rugs^  and  two 
blankets.  Torches^  with  kettles  of 
pilch  atid  ta**,  are  burnt  in  the  dun- 
geons every  other  day,  and  one  day 
fiimiojatcd  wiili  viueo;ar.  We  went 
down  with  htilited  candles  ; and  it  may 
juftiv  be  fiid,  they  are  a dilgrace  to 
this  large  auinufacluring  City.  The 
debtors  rooms  are  ftrmla;ated  with  vi- 
negar twice  a week.  This  Gaol  might 
he  improved  by  inclofing  a fmall  piece 
of  waile  ground  adjoining,  and  making 
a feparate  court  for  the  womens  in 
■which  cafe  the  horrid  dungeons  need 
not  be  ufed  ; and  if  a few  old  houfes 
in  Pope's  Head-alley  were  pulled  down, 
a new  gaol  might  be  built  fufTicienily 
large  for  the  City.  The  Acl  for  Pre- 
servation of  Health,  and  Claufes  agamft 
Spirituous  Liquors,  both  hung  up  j 
and  coals  are  allowed  by  the  City. 


Coventry  City  Bridewell.  Gaoler 
John  Bajfeli  lalary  20!.  fees  Is.  Chap 
lain,  none.  Surgeon,  Mr.  WhilvieU 
makes  a bill.  Number  of  prifoners^' 
March  26,  1800,  2;  Aiig.  22,  1803 
5;  Nov.  I,  1805,  6.  Allowance, 
fame  as  the  Citv  Gaol. 

Remarks.  This  pfifon  was  for 
merly  the  old  TOwn  Hall,  fince  whict 
a ricling-fchool,  but  nrn^  converiec 
into  a large  work-room,  \vith  two  ver^ 
dark  lodging-rooms  for  men.  Nc 
court.  The  womeii  have  a fmall  day^J 
room,  with  a fire-place,  to  which  ihi 
City  allows  coals,  and  their  fleepingHi 
room  is  over  it.  At  my  vifit,  1805  i 
part  of  the  floor  of  the  work-roonri 
was  flagged,  and  four  new  fleeping  1 
cells  built,  about  ^ feet  by  7 each  1 
with  bedding  the  fame  as  in  the  Citsi 
Gaol.  The  Keeper  is  a currier,  anci 
the  work-room  was  hung  full  of  hides  j 
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LETTER  XLtON  PRISONS. 

'H^aprov  Sfj  to>  cypcivoy,  k,a»  svaTTiov"^. 

■»  T TT  Samhrook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban,  i,/, 

MaT*ii^2g. 

fubfeqnent  birtory  ora  prifon, 
condu6led  by  the»idV'lagiftrate3  on 
the  beft  principles,  ihofe  of  protnoling 
reformaiion  and  induftry,  is  fo  amply 
detailed,  as  to  preclude  the  neceliiiy  of 
any  additional  remark.  To  obtain 
thefe  falutarv  effeclds,  is  the  rational 
motive  for  the  inflidlion  of  ptiniftlment. 
True  penitence  claims  forgiveners,  as 
in  the  inftance  of  the  prodigal  Ton,  the 
narrative  of  which  is  conveved  with  an 
impreffive  appeal  to  humanity,  and 


with  the  forcible  examples  of  repent- 
ance and  forgivenefs  ; and  the  of- 
fender is  again  admitted  into  the  bofoni 
of  fociety.  Oppofition,  however,  was 
raifed,  even  by  him  who  ought  to  have 
been  moft  difjtofed  to  lympathize  and 
pardon  ; for  his  brother  was  full  of  re- 
i'entment,  and  refufed  to  enter  his  fa- 
ther’s houfe,  into  which  the  penitent 
fon  was  jo\  fully  admitted.  The  con- 
ciliatory and  benevolent  explanation 
affords  a laudable  example  for  imita- 
tion, and  the  nearer  it  is  approached, 
the  greater  wdl  be  the  beneficial  in- 
fluence on  fociety. 

Yours,  &c.  J.  C.  Lettsom, 


* “ I have  finned  againft  Heaven,  and  before  thee.”  Luke  xv.  18. 
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Dorchester  Gaol.  George  An- 
dreujs,  gaoler;  lalarySISl.  for  himfelf 
and  twovurakeys;  fees,  debtors 
which  are  paid  to  the  treafurer  of  ihe 
countif  Jlock.  The  Under-lberiff  alfo 
demands  25.  for  his  libcraLe.  Felons 
pay  no  fees  ; conveyance  ot  trail iports 
3.S'.  per  mile.  Cliapiain,  Rev.  'Mr. 
Bryer  ; duty,  twiceevery  Sunday,  and 
once  on  Wednei’day  ; lalary  50/.  Sur- 
geon, Mr.  Arden  ; falary  40/.  A 
Tafk-malier  60/.  per  annum.  Allow- 
ance to  debtors,  none,  except  they 
work  for  the  county,  in  which  cal’e  tiiey 
receive  one  half  their  earnings,  and  a 
pound  and  a half  of  wheat  bread  made 
with  the  whole  of  the  bran  in  it,  and 
a quart  of  broth  per  day.  All  prifoners 
committed  for  trial  have  the  lame  al- 
lowance as  the  debtors,  and  on  the 
lame  conditions.  After  conviction 
every  prifoner  whofe  earnings  amount 
to  5s.  per  week  has,  in  addition  to  the 
above  allowance,  three  pound  of  meat 
per  week,  with  a proportionable  quan- 
tity of  potatoes,  and  one-fixth  of  his 
earnings:  if  his  earnings  do  not  amount 
to  5s.  he  has  the  liime  allowance,  and 
only  one-fixih  of  the  profU.  The 
county  finds  employment  lor  all  who 
ehufe  to  work,  and  all  mull  work  or 
maintain  theinfelves  ; and  the  la(l  pri- 
foner committed,  of  whatever  delcrip- 
tion,  lakes  the  broom  and  fweeps  the 
court,  or  gives  to  another  pri- 

loner  to  do  it  for  him. 

Remarks.  The  (itnation  of  this  Gaol 
is  moll  jiulicioully  chofen,  on  the 
North  fide  of  the  town  of  Dorchefter, 
on  a piece  of  ground  llill  called  the 
Caftle,  and  which  was  fornrerly  the 
file  of  a building  of  that  del’crijUion, 
at  the  foot  of  which  flows  lire  river 
Frome.  Around  the  outfide  boundary 
wall  Is  a I’pacious  efplanade  laid  down 
to  grafs;  and  oti  the  North  fide,  in  the 
front  of  the  lodge,  a handCome  Hope 
to  the  river,  with  trees  planted  on  its 
banks.  The  ground  on  which  the 
prifon  is  ere61ed  was  in  a moll  Iviml- 
ibtnc  manner  given  by  Francis  John 
Browne,  elq.  one  of  the  members  for 
the  countv.  d'h.e  entrance  building 
confids  of  a room  for  (iie  turnkey  and 
itafit-n Killer  to  lieep  in,  a room  con- 
laining  a mill  fur  grinding  corn,  and 
4;verv  (jiln  r requifile  for  grinding  aiui 
tlr.dling  the  flour,  .and  where  all  the 
Cf>rn  nfed  for'  luppiylng  the  prifon 
with  breu'd  is' grounri" ; a Commitiee- 
Tohrri  for  tlie  Magifirates  to  tranlacd 
befiuefa  in,  a;i  ofilcc  for  the  Gaoler, 


a backhonCe  and  brewhoufe,  with  iron 
boilers,  an  oven,  and  other  conve- 
niences for  cooking  for  the  prifoners, 
and  a warm  and  cold  bath.  Up-ftairs 
are  fix  reception  cells  about  Q feet  by 
4,  and  8 feet  ^ inches  high,  where 
prifoners  are  placed  on  their  entrance, 
and  till  the  furgeon  pronounces  them 
fit  to  be  removed  into  the  interior 
parts  of  tlie  prifon  ; thev  are  then  fent  to 
their  proper  clalfes.  There  are  likewife 
three  work-rooms  in  this  building,  and 
on  the  top  of  the  lodge  there  is  a fiat 
root  covered  with  copper,  on  which 
executions  take  place  in  view  of  all  cri- 
minal prifoners,  who  are  brought  out  ! 
of  their  cells  into  the  different  galleries 
for  that  purpole,  the  church  hell  toll- 
ing during  the  awful  ceremony. 

From  the  Turnkey’s  lodge  vou  pafs 
through  the  Keeper’s  court  to  the  cen- 
tre buildings.  Qn  the  ground  floor 
are  the  Gaoler’s  parlour,  kitchen,  and 
fcullery,  and  a pafiage  which  leads 
to  two  fpacious  day-rooms  for  men 
debtors,  each  being  6 yards  by  4| 
yards,  and  12  leei  high.  When  the 
friend  of  a debtor  comes  to  fee  him  he 
is  introduced  into  a narrow  flip,  the 
inner  door  of  which  is  conftantly  kept 
locked,  the  outer  one  open  ; there  are 
two  windows  opening  from  it,  one 
into  each  debtor’s  day  room  ; the  win- 
dows are  iron-grated,  but  a table  goes 
through  each  of  them,  one  half  being 
in  the  debtor’s  room,  the  other  half  in 
the  narrow  Hip,  where  his  friend  is. 
l^ebtors  arc  not  therefore  excluded 
from  the  fociety  of  their  friends,  yet 
the  vilitors  are  not  allowed  in  general 
to  come  into  the  rooms.  In  particular 
cales  the  Gaoler,  where  he  finds  it 
proper,  unlocks  the  inner  door,  and 
fuiTers  the  debtor,  to  lake  Ins  friend 
with  him  into  his  cell  or  court.  Tliofe 
who  are  imprifoned  till  thev  pav  a cer- 
tain fine,  and  thofe  for  felony,  have 
each  a'A’inall  (lip  or  (pace  for  their 
friends  to  converte  with  them  -as  witfi 
the  debtors,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Keept‘r  ; the  three  gales  of  the  flips  or 
f’mall  fpaces  being  all  locked,  the 
Gaoler,  on  application,  lets  the  friend 
into  the  (pace  between  the  firfl  and' 
fecond  gates,  and  ftands  himfelf  be- 
tween the  fecond  and  third,  the  pri- 
foner remaining  in  the  cpnrt  ^ he  can 
thus  efieclnally  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  weapons,  liquor,  or  other  ar- 
ticles, the  Life  of  which  is  forbidden  in 
the  prifon,  as  well  as  be  a check  ou 
any  improper  convei  fiuion.  In  the  cafe, 
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however,  of  fotne  known  relation  of 
the  party,  or  other  perfon  having  real 
private  bufiners  with  the  prifoiier,  the 
Gaoler  previonily  iearches  the  friend, 
and  then  admits  him  or  her  into  the 
(pace  betwen  the  fecpnd  and  third 
gates,  and  he  himielf  retires. 

The  friends  of  debtors  are  permitted 
to  remain,  if  iltey  pleafe,  from  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the 
lafternoon  ; the  friends  of  hnes  and  fe- 
!lons  are  onlv  allowed  to  remain  a 
;fhorl  time  with  them,  excej)t  in  cafes 
<of  real  bnfinefs,  wdien  the  Keeper  in- 
dulges them  at  his  difcretion.  After 
Ifour  o’cIoc'k  no  firanger  is  fnfi'ered  to 
'remain  within  the  walls. 

In  the  ceittre  buildin'i  arp  alio  two 
dlore  roonis  and  a large  pair  of  fcales. 
'.There  are  eight  airy  court- vards,  the 
j average  fize  from  70  to ’80  feet  long, 
and  30  to  40  wide  ; five  of  thede  com- 
municate with  the  centre  bniiding, 
I'L'iz.  one  for  male  debtors,  and  four  for 
pariininal  prifoners,  into  which  eight 
tfmgle  work-cells  open.  The  firft  floor 
I contains  the  chapel,  to  which  prifoners 
ihave  accel's  by  different  doors  to  their 
j refpeflive  divifions  ; and  all  are  re- 
hrpiired  tr)  attend  Elivine  Service  unlefs 
jiarevented  by  ficknefs.  At  each  cor- 
j»aer  of  the  chapel  is  a cell  for  prifoners 
under  fenteuce  of  death,  light  and  airy  ; 

Ind  over  thefe  are  four  cells  for  refrac- 
>rv  prifoners,  perfe611y  dark  but  well 
entilated.  On  this  and  the  fecond  ftory 
f this  building  are  If]  ileeping-cells,  and 
.VO  fpacious  rooms  for  men  debtors, 
ach  containing  four  beds,  to  be  ufed 
1 cafe  the  number  exceeds  that  which 
an  be  accommodated  in  the  debtors 
i^ing  ; over  thefe  are  two  other  rooms, 
-ne  for  female  debtors  the  other  for  fe- 
aale  fines  j and  abov-e  are  the  two  in- 
nmaries,  each  18  feet  by’  13,  and  8 
leet  6 inches  high,  light  arid  airy,  with 
irafliing-troughs  and  water  clolets,  and 
communication  to  a leparate  flat 
111  the  different  lides  of  the  roof,  one 
itr  each  fex,  for  the  benefit  of  conva- 
'fceius  ; there  is  a dil'pr.nfary  between 
lie  two  for  the  convenience  of  the  fur- 
eon  ; and  a pew  from  each  opening 
•ito  the  chapel,  for  the  n(e  of  fucli 
ck  prifoners  as  may  be  able  to  attend 
i)ivine  Service. 

’ The  other  pjait  of  the  prifon  confifis 
f four  wing's,  detached  from,  but 
pmmunicating  with  the  centre  build- 
jig  on  each  fiory  by  means  of  caft-iron 
fidges  from  the  feveral  galleries.  Each 
ting  contains  18  fleeping-cells.  There 
'e  likewife  feveral  work-rooms  ia  each 


divifion  of  the  prifoM  ; Tome  for  fingle 
jierfons  to  Work  in  in  (blitude  ; others 
for  two,  three,  or  more  perfbns,  for 
the  pnrpofe  of  employing  the  prifoners 
in  Inch  work  as  they  may  be  capable 
of,  with  (lore  rooms,  and  every  other 
convetiietice  tq  render  the  arrangement 
comjflete  ; belides  a confiderable  edi- 
fice for  the  manufadure  of  hais-^,  built 
at  the  expence  of  VA’illiam  Morton 
Tilt,  efq.  one  of  the  members  for  the 
county’/  as  a fmall  teflimony  of  Ills 
gratitude  for  the  confidence  repofed  in 
him,  anti  for  the  repeated  favours  cbn« 
ferred  upon  him  by  his  confiituentSo 
This  manufacture  was  tried  for  feveral 
years  with  great  fuccefs/  the  prifoners 
who  work  in  folitude  are  employed  in 
the  firli  ttages  of  it,  and  thole  parts  of 
the  works  wliich  repttire  the  labour 
of  feveral  perfons  working  together  are 
performed  by.thofe  who  by  the  rules 
of  the  prifon  are  indulged  with  a lefleb 
degree  of  reftridibn.  The  produce  of 
the  work  is  divided  into  ffiares,  of 
which  each  prifonep  has  a fliare  allotted 
to  him,  and  placed  to  his  account,  to 
be  paid  hini  at  the  time  of  his  libera- 
tion ; another  (liare  is 'allowed  i©  the 
keeper,  to  encourage  him  to’  be  at- 
tentive to  tills  objed  ; and  the  re- 
mainder is  accounted  for  to  tbe  countVj, 
and  defrays  a confiderable  proportion 
of  the  expences  of  the  prifon. 

In  the  fevejral  buildings  there  are  88 
fingle  fleej)ing-cells,  8 feet  6 inches  by 
b (eet  b,  and  9 feet  high  to  the  crown 
of  the  arch,  to  which  tbe  county  al- 
lows a cafi-iron  bedhead,  a palliafle  or 
a ticking  filled  with  lirnw,  a pair  of 
^blankets,  and  a coverlit  • and  any 
debtors,  male  or  female,  who  are  con- 
tent 10  lleeji  in  the  county  beds  have 
them  gratis,  olhernife  they  mull  pro- 
vide their  own  beds  and  bidding 
(which  they  are  allowed  to  do)  ihem- 
feh  es,  or  pav  the  Gaoler  6d.  a eek 
for  b' cl  and  bedbmg  with  one  fh.  et, 
or  Sv\  6d  for  bedding  with  a pair  of 
flteeis.  To  every  ward  there  are  ar- 
cades b|  yards  bv  Sf  for  clay-rooms  for 
■ the  feveral  clalt’cs,  and  vvater-ciofets 
on  every  flair-cafe.  Net  towels  on 
rollers  are  jirovided  ff^r  the  prifoners  ; 
and,  befules  the  cocks  and  wafliing- 
troughs  in  I he  different  courts,  there  is 
an  engine  hu  h throws  water  to  the 
feyeral  c"'’  r s on  the  top  of  each 
building,  from  when  e every  part  is 
plentifully  fupplied  with  water,  in- 
cluditig  the  feveral  waier-clofets  which 

* This  manufaftory  I found  difeontinued 
at  my  vifit  in  QsSlober  1S03 
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are  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  each  fubdivi- 
fjon  of  ceils. 

There  ,are  no  fleeping-cdls  on  the 
ground  floor,,  by  which  arrangement 
the  cuftody  of  the  priibner  is  rendered 
more  fecure,  and  his  health  not  iiab'e 
to  be  injured  by  the  arifing  of  damps  ; 
and  by  means  of  air-holes  conTtrinfled 
in  the  back  of  each  cell  (except  in  the 
upper  ftories,  where  they  are  placed  in 
the  arches  of  the  cells),  and  which 
are  fo  managed  as  to  exclude  converfa- 
lion;  while  they  admit  air,  its  tho- 
jough  circulation  is  preferred . There 
is  no  allowance  of  coal  either  to  male 
ipr  female  debtors  except  in  the  winter 
feafon  in  very  cold  weather,  and  except 
an  efpecial  order  is  made  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  the  vi filing  Magiftrates  ; and 
the  coals  fo  ordered  are  not  paid  for 
out  of  the  county  ftock,  but  out  of  the 
gaol  charity  fund.  Criminal  prifbners 
are  allowed  one  peck  of  coals  per  day 
during  the  fix  winter  months,  and 
half  a peck  per  day  the  fix  fummer 
months.  There  is  a fund  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  chaplain,  but  under 
the  direbtlon  of  the  vifiting  jultices, 
and  arifing  from  the  charitable  contri- 
butions of  individuals,  from  which  an 
additional  quantity  of  coals  is  purchafed 
in  extreme  hard  weather  for  the  differ- 
ent clafl’es  of  prifoners.  The  debts  of 
fuch  debtors  as  upon  enquiry  are  found 
to  be  truly  objects  of  compafiion,  are 
compounded  and  liquidated,  and  re- 
wards given  to  prifoners  who  twelve 
months  after  their  difcharges  produce 
certificates^  properly  altefied,  of  their 
having  ferved  thofe  who  employed 
them  faithfully,  honeffly,  foberly,  and 
indutlrioufly.  Mr.  John  Derby  left 
20s.  a year  for  braid,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  debtors  on  the  four  quarter 
days;  this  is  regularly  paid,  and  applied 


to  the  Gaol  Charily  Fund.  The  do- 
nation of  (ixpence  in  money  and  two 
pound  of  beef  to,  everv  prifoner  at’ 
Chriffmas  by  .Mr.  Plcydell,  and  thedor- 
nation  of  two  guineas  from  Lord 
Dighy,  have  been  difcoiuinued  feveral 
years.  . , 

The  excellent  rules  and  orders  and 
management  of  this  Prifon  are  fully 
demonffrated,  when,  upon  an  enquiry 
into  the  characters  of  all  the  Dorlet- 
fliire  prifoners  on  charges  of  felony 
during  a period  of  14  years,  it  appears^- 
that  out  of  393  of  both  I'exes,  there 
have  been  found  242  reclaimed,  main- 
taining themfelves  by  honeff  induftry: 
a flriking  example  this  of  the  benefi- 
cial cff'ebls  of  employment  in  prifon,  anc 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  fe 
rioufly  confidered  by  every  county,  anc 
more  efpeeially  in  thofe  .where  mann 
fa6lorIes  have  been  introduced,  and  di( 
continued  on  account  of  being  in  thei 
infant  ftate  unprodu61ive.  Expeclatio: 
of  eraolumeirt  by  the  county  from  th 
labours  of  the  prifoners  ought  not  b 
weigh  fo  forciblv,  as  the  credit  of  re 
fioring  the  prifoner  to  fociety  as  a ufe 
ful  member. 

Number  of  prifoners,  ISOI,  Dec 
29,  Debtors  3 ; Felons  and  petty  oi 
fenders  80;  061.  21,  1803,  Debtoti 
9 ; Felons  and  petty  offenders  55  ; tc 
tal  ^64. 

My  dear  friend.  The  perufal  of  theff 
remarks  will  give  you  great  pleafureil 
It  is  here  manifeft  the  great  good  whic 
may  be  produced  by  employment  au 
falutary  regulations  ; and  it  is  to  1; 
hoped  the  example  of  the  excellent  V 
filing  Magiftrates,  in  reftoring  fo  man 
prifoners  to  ufefulnefs  in  fociety,  wi 
raife  a fpirit  of  emulation  throughot 
the  kingdom.  Yours  fincerelv, 

Dr.  Leftfom,  London,  Jas,  Neili 


Ni'cHots  aad  Son,  PrintefS,  Rfd  Lioti  Passage,  Fleet  Street, 
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LETTER  XLH.  ON  PRISONS. 


JExtraCicd  from  the  Gcuiteman's  Magazine,  June,  1807. 


**  Nunquam  poteft.  non  efiTe  virtute  loeus^.” 

Seneca. 

Mr.  Ur  ban,  Sambrook’C07irt,Apr.'25. 
q^HERE  is  not  any  I’pecies  of  niifery 
A that  occurs  in  ihe  extent  of  thisNa- 
:tion  without  exciting,  in  fonie  indivi- 
pduals,  thofe  exertions  which  are.  cal- 
culated to  prevent  extenfion,  and  afihrd 
relief.  In  the  department  and  govern- 
ment of  Prifons,  this  is  excellently  il- 
Iluftrated  by  the  managers  of  Glouceher 
JGaol ; to  whom  may  be  aptly  applied 
I’tthe  eulogy  of  Spenfer: 

his  office  was 
jfPoor  prifoners  to  relieve  with  gratious  ayd, 
MAnd  captives  to  redeeme  with  price  of  bras 
1 'FromTurkes  andSaracins,  which  them  had 
flay’d  ; '[wayd 

llAnd  though  they  faulty  were,  yet  w-ell  he 
jlThat  God  to  us  forgiveth  every  howre 
[Much  more  than  that  why  they  in  bands 
were  layd  ; 

ilAnd  he  that  harrow’d  Hell  with  heavie 
ftowre  hevenly  bowre. 

1 The  faulty  fouls  from  thence  brought  to  his 
Faery  Queene,  b.  1.  canto  x. 

The  accurate  hiftory  communicated 
jpy  Mr.  Neild,  requires  iliufiration 
Urom  the  efforts  of  my  pen  ; and  the 
b:xainple  afforded  bv  tiie  Magiftraies  of 
Ijjloucefterfhire,  whilll  it  claims  the  ap- 
brobation,  demands  imitaiion  in  every 

tmiiar  department  thrf)nghoui  the  Em- 
ire.  J.  C.  Letts OM. 

||  Gloucester  County  Gaol. — 
Gaoler,  Thomas  Cunningham  ; faiary 
00  1.  for  gaol,  bridewell,  and  peniten- 
ary  houfe.  Fees,  for  felons,  fiitcs,  and 
firiminais,  .none.  Fees.  Debtors  as  per 
lible.  Garniih  aboliflied.  Tranfpons, 
« le  expellee  of  conveyance  is  paid  bythe 
unity.  Chaplain,  iUv.  Edw-  Jones  ; 


* There  muft  be  ever  a place  for  cx 
Hfmg  virtue. 


(alary  60  1.;  duly,  prayers  every  M ed- 
nelday  and  Friday  morning,  and  a fer- 
mon  every  Sunday,  Chriftmas  Day, 
and  Good  Friday  : iacrament  r.dminil- 
tered  four  times  a-year,  and  daily  at- 
tendance on  thofe  under  lenience  of 
death.  Surgeon,  Mr,  John  Pleydell, 
Wilton  ; (alary  47  1.  for  all  defeription 
of  prifoners. 

Number  of  Debtors  20  Nov.  1802  - 2^ 
Felons  and  Criminals  - - - - 60 

Number  of  Debtors  3 Sept.  1806-  - 28 
Felons  and  Criminals  - - - - 47 

F'rench  prifoners  -----  2 

Allowance.  To  debtors,  fines,  and 
felons,  one  pound  and  a half  of  good 
houfehoid  h'ead  ptr  dav,  and  one 
penny  ' in  money.  The  allowance  of 
diet  to  prilbners  in  the  Biidcwel]  and 
Penitentiarv,  is  as  follows  ; viz.  every 
moruing  every  pilfoner  has  a loaf  of 
bread  (w^eight  ib.),  h]  oz.  of  oat- 
meal and  I oz.  of  fait  made  itifo  gruel, 
for  his  breakfdfi.  Sundays  and  ’rburf- 
days,  I lb.  of  beef  (vvitiiout  bone),  and 
1 lb.  of  potatoe.s",  for  liis  dinner, 
Mojiday  and  F'ridav,  j)inl  of  peale 
in.itb  into  foup  vidih  tlse  liquor  of  the 
preceding  days.  Tuefday,  2 lb.  of  po- 
tatoes, or  I ll).  of  cheele.  Wednel’day, 
oz.  of  rice  and  l-^  oz.  of  oatmeal, 
and  on  Saturday  | lb  ©f  cbeefe.  The 
woareu  have  i oz.  of  tea  ajid  2 oz.  o( 
lugar  per  week. 

R.  isiarks,  T’he  hnuudary  wall  en- 
cloles  nea.r  ihree  acres  ()f  ground  ; and 
th.e  prif.ms  coufiil  of  the  Gao!,  tha 
Bridewell,  and  the  Penitentiary.  la 
the  front  is  the  'Furnkev’s  lodge;  on 
the  ground-floor  of  which  is  a fumi- 
gaiiug-room,  a gu.ard-roon.),  jjorter’s- 
room  and  pantry,  a bake-houfe,  and  a 
warm  and  cold  bath.  Up  (lairs,  two 
rooms  lor  flour  and  wheat,  and  four 

reception* 
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receptiou-cells,  each  7 feet  6 inches 
by  6 feet.  Two  rooms  for  prifoners 
cloalhs  ; one  for  irnna,  locks,  bolts, 
&c.  and  the  porter’s  lleeping-roorn. 
On  the  flat  roof  above  is  the  place  of 
execution.  In  the  ontwaid  gate  are 
two  boxes  to  receive  the  donations  of 
bei!efa6i;ors ; viz.  “ To  encourage  pe- 
nitence and  orderly  behaviour  in  cri- 
minal prifoners,”  and  the  other  “ For 
the  relief  of  poor  debtors.”  A I’mail 

court-vard  leads  to  the  Gaoler’s  houl’e, 

✓ 

r)\i  the  ground  floor  is  the  Magiiiraies’ 
Committee-room,  the  kitchen,  pan- 
tries,  anc/  brewhoul’e,  with  cellars  un- 
derneath. Up  flairs  is  a fitting-room 
and  two  bed-rooms.  On  the  leconu 
flory  a difitenfarv  and  two  infirmaries, 
and  a general  horpiial-room  with  a fire 
place  at  each  end  ; and  on  the  ujrper 
flory  is  the  foul-ward,  which  contair.s 
three  cells  for  prifoners  who  have  any 
infeftion’s  ciiforder  ; the  leaden  roof  of 
which  ferves  for  convalelcents  to  take 
the  air  upon,  and  is  one  flory  higher 
than  the  relt  of  the  buildings.  Be- 
tween the  two  chimneys  is  an  alarm 
bell,  which  is  tolled  during  the  cere- 
mony of  execution.  There  are  eleven 
different  courts,  of  an  irregular  pojv- 
gon  fl'iape,  and  between  eacli  a i’mall 
fpaceof  garden  ground,  to  prevent  con- 
^'er(allon  between  the  fcveral  rlalfes  ; 
they  ha^.e  open  wood  palifades  hv 
which  a thofougii  mr' !s  admitted,  and 
the  grouiul'  being  an  inclined  plane 
is  confianlly  dry  j llie  diftance, 
about  13  leei  from  the  bonndaiy  wall, 
afiords  a con\ei.i<'nt  aarden  fu-  the 
growth  r)f  veeet  ib'es.  IJebtors'hav-'' a 
fpacious  couit,  70  vauls  long  and  IQ 
yard  wide,  with  a colonade  at  each 
end,  lb' yards  by  and  two  finallcr 
courts;  a luge  day  room,  with  two 
fire-places,  (iited  up  with  every  accom- 
modation fur  frugal  cookery,  and  two 
large  commodious  work-rooms  wherein 
to  carry  on  gny  irarle  for  their  /o/e 'be- 
nefit, if  they  can  procure  eniplovment 
from  without : and,  if  not,  they  are 
l'upj>iied  wiih  work,  and  paid  two  i hit  cl 
j>arts  of  the  efiimated  \'a!ue  of  their 
daily  earnings,  and  the  rifle  of  fale 
remains  with  the  county,  I'he  prifon- 
ers for  debt  are  in  Iwo  divifions,  or 
elalles,  one  under  the  Magij/rafex  prv- 
iediion,  to  which  all  are  admit ied  on 
their  firft  comntitmeni,  but  in  whidb 
no  one  is  fuflered  to  remain  but  oii 
conforming  to  roles  intended  for  pre- 
iervation  of  their  health  and  morals  ; 
the  2nd  divifion  (as  it  is  termed),  the 


Sheriff's  Ward.  With  prifoners  In  this 
dais  the  Magifirat^s  no  'otherwife  in- 
terfere, than  to  protecl  them  again  ft 
the  ordinary  means  of  extortion  : the 
debtors  in  it  “ are  liable  to  all  fuch 
claims  and  confeqnences  as  the  Gaoler 
may,  by  law  or  ufage,  have  authority 
to  impofe.  Each  debtor  defiring  to 
live  under  the  Magifirates  protedioii 
has  a feparate  bed-room  (fire  proof), 
fitted  up  with  an  iron  bedflead,  a hair 
mattrcls,  blankets,  quilt,  and  fheets, 
at  the  county  coft,  T hofe  confined  iu 
the  Sheriff’ ’s  Ward  -have  the  like  ac- 
commodation, paying  the  regulated 
room-rent.  There  are's4  ‘Angle  fleep- 
iug-cells,  8 feet  by  6,  with  arched 
roofs,  and  fnrniflied  as  above  del’cribed, 
and  a large  room  with  five  beds,  fliould 
the  number  exceed  what  the  cells  will 
accommodaie.  Mafler’s  fide  debtors 
have  three  rooms  on  the  firft  fiory  for 
tliofe  who  cap  afford  to  pay  as  per  Ta- 
ble. Women  debtors  hdve  a large 
room  wiih  five  bed«  ; and  Common- 
fide  fleblors  haye  t>vo  roonis,  each  con- 
taining five  beds,  on  the  firft  flory  ; 
and  one,  the  fame  fize,  on  the  feco'nd 
llorv.  ' ' 

The  feveral  courts  for  Felons,  Src. 
(which  are  in  the  interior  of  the  pril’on) 
are  fpacious  and  airy  ; with  arcades 
and  (lav  rooms  to  each  clafs,  fined  up" 
with  every  convenience  for  frugal  cook- 
ery.' Tiierc  is  a wafli-houfe  and  a t 
common  rookin;>;  room  for  Bridewell  I 
and  Poniientiarv  prifoners,  and  a court- 
vard  where  coals  are  depofited,  and, 
iikewile,  a large  wheel,  worked  by  the 
pri (oners,  for  forcing  water  into  four 
refen  oirs,  from  which  every  part  of  the 
priion  IS  fupplicd  with  water.  Tiio 
wadiiifg  is  done  by  the  female  con- 
viels,  who  have  a drying-ground,  and 
thre('  rooms  to  dr'.’  the  cioaths  in  wet 
vvp.ntier. 

fl'beie  is  a Taflc  Mafier,  (or  Manufac- 
ture!), who  has  a lalary  of  50  1.  per 
nyinnm  ; he  like  wife  afts  as  A 111  Rant 
to  the  Gaoler.  A fale  fliop  forfiniflied 
goo(b,  a large  room  where  the  bed- 
ding is  niannl'aclured,  another  for  w'eav- 
ing,  and  a third  for  picking  hair  made 
life  of  in  the  maitrefl'es  ; a taylor’s 
(hop,  a llore-room  fo^  peafe,  for 
cloathing,  for  pots,  paint,  &c.  Peni- 
lentiaryprifoners  have  three  courts,  into 
which  l6  work-cells  open  ; and  there 
are  two  paflages,  or  lobbies,  five  feet 
wide,  which  lead  into  thele  courts, 
each  containing  five  work-cells  ; in  all 
26.  Thefe  are  heated  by  brick  flues, 
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with  a thermometer  to  regulate  the 
warmth. 

The  ground  floor,  thefirfland  (econd 
flory,  have  each  a day-room  (about  16 
feet  fquare)  for  State  Pri Toners  ; with 
fire-places  and  glazed  windows.  The 
prifon  contains  178  fleeping-cells,  and 
two  for  the  refraftory,  dark,  but  well 
ventilated.  Criminals  lleep  Tingle  ; 
have  an  iron  bedfiead,  llraw  mattrefs, 
and  a hair  maiireTs  vvith  I6  lb.  of  hair 
in  each,  two  blankets,  a pair  of  fheets, 
and  night-cap,  and  a coverlet  lined  with 
flannel ; tfie  flieels  and  night-cap  clean 
every  month. 

All  prifoners  attend  divine  fervice 
except  prevented  by  illnefs  ; and  enter 
the  Chapel  by  feparate  doors  to  their 
Teveral  clalTes,  where  they  are  feaied 
cut  of  fight  of  each  other.  Befides  the 
Tervice,  noted  in  its  place,  prayers  are 
read  the  four  other  days  in  the  week  by 
the  Ileeper ; who  then  ditlrihutes  the 
daily  allowance  of  bread  and  money  to 
every  priConer  who  appears  clean,  and 
has  behaved  decently  at  chape).  At 
my  vifit,  1802,  1 made  the  following 
remarks  : “ From  the  time  the  Coim- 
tv  Gaol  was  opened  in  July  J79I  un- 
til 1800,  prifoners  committed,  about 
1300  ; and  condantly  confined  in  it,  on 
an  average,  100.  In  the  nine  year§ 
deaths  IS  5 of  thefe  four  funk  under 
the  efiecls  of  difeafe  brought  into  pri- 
fon with  them.  The  night-cells  (built 
with  brick),  relling  on  an  arch  and 
arched  over,  lb  that  no  air  can  enter 
them  hut  ihrongh  the  opening  near  the 
crown  of  the  arch  provided  for  it,  and 
hv  tile  Tides  of  liie  wooden  flintier,  from 
being  imperleclly  fitted,  are  neccfl'arily 
dry,  as  air  is  co'nftantly  palfing  imme- 
diately under  and  round  them  on  every 
fide.  Farenheit’s  thermometer  being 


in  the  middle  region  of  one  of  thefe 
cells,  where  a prifoner  was  fleepino-j, 
has  never  in  the  fevereft  night  heed 
obferved  to  be  below  33  j and  no  com- 
plaint of  old  or  young,  male  or  female,, 
of  fuflering  by  cold  in  them  has  been 
made.” 


My  dear  Friend,  J^toucejter, 

IFIB  power  delegated  to  the  MagiG 
trates  for  public  benefit  in  the  poHce 
of  Prifons,  appears  to  have  been  ex- 
ercifed  here  with  great  care  and  diG 
cernment.  The  qualities  of  the  man, 
from  the  Head  Gaoler  to  the  low’dl 
officer.  Teem  to  have  fitted  him  for  the 
fituation  in  whifch  he  is  placed.  The 
excellent  rules,  orders,  and  regulations, 
are  literally  obeyed.  Silence  and  obe- 
dience reign  through  the  whole  prifon  j 
good  behaviour  fecures  every  comfort 
which  can  attend  the  privation  of  li- 
berty , and  fatisfaFlion  is  vifible  in  every 
countenance. 

In  its  Polity  it  has  arrived  at  the 
higheft  pitch  of  excellence  and  perfec- 
tion. By  the  police  of  this  prifon  re- 
fpeiSling  debtors,  it  is  cpnfidered  as  the 
bed  expedient  to  guide  them  to  good 
by  the  profpea  of  benefits  ^ fuch  as 
compounding  their  debts,  fuing  for 
fixpences,  or  fimerfedeas,  remiffion  of 
fees,  &c.  5 and  no  otherwife  to  piinifh 
their  irregularities  but  by  removin'^ 
them  from  a participation  of  thofe  be- 
nefits ; and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  forne  precife  orders  are  not  ella- 
bliflied  in  every  prifoii,  for  the  conduct 
of  debtors.  Their  irregularities  fre- 
quently embarrafs  the  Keepers  for  want 
of  knowing  how  to  treat  them. 

\ours,  &c.  Jas,  Neild, 

Dr.  Leltfom,  London.  1 
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LETTER  XLIli.  ON  PRISONS. 


’ilxfraSiti  from  the  XJeittl^an's  Ma^aziiTe,  June,  1807. 


Urban, 


Saml'rn'oX  'Cou  ft, 
June  ig. 

“ Nec  fib i fed  tdto  gentium  fe  credere 
fnundo*.”  Lucan. 

LTH‘OXjGH  the  Tu'bfeq  Lien t hrf- 
’;X^  Tory  is  To  comi'dete  as  neither  to 
require 'further  illulhation  nor  animad- 
terfion  f ; yet  I cannot  bu  t repeat  with 
pleafure  the  linmane  condiiH  of  Mr. 
(jye  in  rendering  his  [irefs  iubfervient 
tb  the  calls  of  dillrefs,  v/hich  might 
tirhefivife  haye  remained  unknown, 
aiiti  unrelieved.  And  let  me  not  at  the 
firlirent  inmuent  f-rget  the  medium 
^Vhich  “ The  Gethleman’s  Magazine” 
has  aSbrded  of  diffufing  fimilar  bene- 
fits in  a more  univerial  manner,  as 
they  have  been  e-xtended  to  almoft  every 
Prifon  in  the  'Euipire;  and  if  Mr.  Ur- 
ban difclaim  the  expretiion  of  public 
gratitude,  it  ought  to  be  rea^orded  that 
W his  aid  (he  (latue  of  Howard  was 
raifed  in  the  Cathedral  of  the  Metrojto- 
lis ; and,  perhaps,  a fmgle  letter  in- 
fetted  In  1780  ^ gat'e  rife  to  the  inter- 
dling  iiifiTiulion  of  “ The  Literary 
Fund  for  ihe'Bcnefit  of  Authors-,”  anci 
thus,  inhnunerous  inllances,  this  He- 
jS'orh'ory' of  fcience  hasTSecome  the  ve- 
hicle of  philanthropy,  and  the  me- 
duim  of  extending  public  good  on  iVie 
genuine  principles  of  humanity. 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

„ -jtldWfY  Gaol  ar ! velchester.—- 
~^d,iAeryMdiiMfd'Scdddiiig,  lalafy  125  1. 

To  think  tbkt  he  'yvas  born,  not  for 
hTriifelf, -bat  Tbr  ?he  World. 

'E3lcepc-tfie''  Poft(bript-Conclading  my 
friend’s  letter,  ■■'Wllich  I fliall  recall  to  at- 
twtjon  in  a ful^cquent -Effay. 

Hints  for  eUablHbing 
'S^iciety prbMbtitig'  ufefu.l-Ui'teiature,” 


Fees,  felons  13  s.  4 d.  debtors  !4  s.  4 d. 
befides  which  the  Uuder-flicriiT  de- 
mands 6 s.  8 d.  for  his  iiberaie.  Chap- 
lain, Rev.  I'homas  Rees;  duiv,  praiera 
and  ferinou  every  Sunday;  falary  50  i. 
Surgeon,  3Ir.  Poole  ; talary  none, 
makes  a bill.  Allowance  to  Debtors 
and  Felons,  each  a fix-penny  loaf  per 
dav,  iveight  27 til  December,  1801, 
2 lb.  7 oz.  Number  of  Prifoners,  1800, 
April  7Lb  : 28  debtors,  36  felons,  &:c, 
1801,  December  27th:  2g  debtors, 
34  felons. 

This  Gaol,  wliich  is  likewife  the 
County  Bridewell,  is  fituate  near 
the  river,  and  great  part  of  it  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a boundary  wall;  which, 
whilfl,  it  adds  to  its  fecurily,  affords  to 
the  Keeper  a convenient  garden  for  the 
grovvth,of  vegetables.  The  d'urnkey’s 
Lodge  fronts  the  river,  is  on  the  left 
of  the  entrance  gate,  and  there  is  a 
warm  and  cold  bath  on  the  riiiht. 
Over  ihefe  and  the  gateway  are  three 
lleeping-rooms.  A fmall  garden  leads 
to  the  Gaoler’s  Houfe  ; which,  though 
fituate  in  the  centre  of  the  building, 
commands  but  a very  buall  part  of  the 
l)riron.  It  has  a Cupola  on  the  top, 
with  a bell,  which  ferves  for  the  Chapel, 
or  for  alarm. 

There  are  five  court-yards,  the  firil 
of  which,  on  the  right  hand,  is  for 
thofe  vvlio  are  committed  for  petty  of- 
fences, or  until  they  pay  a fine,  and 
tiirough  which  all  mull  pals  to  the 
debtor’s  aparunems  ; the  pump,  which 
is  in  a fmall  yard  adjoining,  and  fup- 
plies  the  whole  prifon  with  excellent 
fpring water,  is  another  means  of  iu- 
tercourfe.  On  the  ground  fioor  there 
are  arcades  for  the  pril'oners  in  w^et 
weathet ; over  thele  are  two  llories, 

IQ 
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to  which  you  afcend  by  a (lone  ftair- 
ca(e,  each  containing  hve- cells,  8 feet 
by,  */,  and  8 feet  6 inches  high,  filled 
uj>  with  perforated  iron  bedfteads, 
firavv  (changed  once  a monih.oroftener 
if  necellary),  a blanket,  and  a cover- 
let. Each  cell  has  a double  door,  the 
outer  iron-grated,  the  inner  wood, 
which  opens  into  a pafi’age  of  four  feet 
wide,  the  windows  of  which  (four) 
look  into  the  court.  Thele  cells  have 
each  a lemicircular  window,  half  glazed 
and  half  open,  with  Hoping  boards, 
and  look  inio  the  Keeper’s  garden  ; 
there  is  likewife  an  aperture  in  the  wall, 
18  inches  by  Q,  for  light  and  ventila- 
tion, in  all  except  two,  which  are  dark, 
and  intended  for  the  refraclory.  In 
this  part  of  the  prifon  common-fide 
debtors  Heep,  but  in  the  day-time  are 
allowed  the  ufe  of  the  mafter’s-fide 
debtors  court,  as  well  as  the  inefs- 
room  and  fire.  Adjoining  to  the  Ar- 
cades is  the  Keeper’s  Cellar,  and  over 
it  two  (lories,  each  containing  fix  cells 
filled  up,  ^c.  as  ihofe  before  defcrib* 
cd  ; thefe  are  appropria  ed  to  fines  and 
peuv  otfences.  Mailer’s  (ide  debtors 
have  a day- room  and  mefs-room  about 
20  feel  by  12  etch,  with  feventeen 
lodging-rooms  above,  capabieof  accom- 
modating thirty  peifons,  for  which 
they  pay  as  per  Table  j behind  this 
bullding  is  a fpacious  court  yard  where 
they  play  at  fives,  fkiiiles,  &c.  On 
the  left  entrance  is  the  Male  Felon’s 
Yaid,  with  iron  palifades  low’ards  the 
fiitall  garden  in  front  of  the  Keeper’s 
houle.  On  tbe  ground-floor  there  is 
a pljce  for  coals,  a large  day  room 
(to  vvdiich  the  County  allows  coals  in 
levere  wpather),  with  arcades  to  walk 
under  when  it  rains.  O^er  thefe 
two  (lories,  each  containing  eight  cells 
of  the  fame  (ize,  and  fitted  up  in  ih^ 
fame  manner  as  thofe  already  men* 
tioned,  with  ten  pounds  of  clean  wheat 
draw  everv  week. 

The  Women  Debtors  Court  is  18 
yards  by  6,  and  was  intended  for  the 
life  of  (iek  prifoners  ; it  is  (eparated 
from  'he  Men  Ft  ions  bv  a (ingle  iron 
paldade  onlv,  ihr  ngh  which  they 
can  fee  and  converfe  w’iih  each  other. 
They  have  arcades  under  whiclt  they 
walk  in  wet  weather;  and  over  thele 
are  their  two  (leepiug  rooms,  and  two 
infirmary-rooms.  On  the  upper  (lory 
xire  five  cells,  which,  with  fix  over  the 
Chapel,  are  appropri.tled  to  the  I'.od 
orderly  of  Crituin  d Prifoners,  and  have 
boarded  floors*  The  Chapel,  to  w’hich 


there  is  accefs  through  the  Keeper’s  i 
houfe,  is  on  the  felons’  fide  of  the: 
prifon,  and  the  women  convi61s  are* 
out  of  fight  of  the  other  prifoners;  i 
the  women  debtors  and  criminals  arc  ! 
feated  in  the  gallery  ; the  men  debtors  j 
fit  underneath;  and  the  rell  of  the} 
ground-floor  is  occupied  by  prilbners  i 
of  all  deferiptions.  The  debtors  are  > 
not  obliged  to  go  to  Chapel  ; and  only  i 
eight  out  of  twenty  fines  attended  di-  | 
vine  fervice  when  1 was  there. 

Women  Felons.  This  court  is  rather  | 
larger  than  that  of  the  men  felons,  and  i 
completely  feparated  from  it.  There  1 
is  a pump  in  it,  but  feldom  ufed,  be-  i 
caufe  the  water  is  not  very  good.  On  | 
the  ground-floor  are  fourteen  cells,  10  I 
feet  by  7 feel  6 inches,  and  8 feet  6 j 
inches  high,  and  a day-room.  On  the  I 
upper  (lory  there  is  the  fame  number  I 
of  cells,  and  a lodge  for  a Woman  ) 
Turnkey,  who  attends  on  the  female  | 
rifoners,  and  is  paid  a weekly  falary 
y the  county.  All  the  upper  cells  open 
into  an  iron-railed  gallery  ; and  have 
wood  bedfieads,  with  draw  and  blan- 
kets, accordin;;  to  the  (eafoii.  in  the 
garden  is  the  Engine-hon(e,  by  which 
relervoirs  are  filled,  and  the  whole  pri-  I 
fon  fnpplied  with  (oft  water,  through  | 
pipes  conveyed  into  the  rerpe6livc  | 
courts.  Prifoners  are  w'afhed,  lhaved, 
and  have  a clean  dowlas  (birt  every 
week  ; there  is  county  cloathing  pro- 
vided, with  brown  and  yellow'  (Tripes, 
but  not  being  compelled  to  w’ear  it 
they  make  every  fiiift  to  do  without,  , 
vety  few  of  tfie  prifoners  having  it  on 
at  my  villt.  The  Sewers  are  judici- 
onfly  placed,  and  not  offenfive.  The  | 
whole  prilbn  is  white-wa(hed  once  or  ! 
twice  a year,  as  occafion  requires  or  j 
the  cells  occupied.  The  average  nnm»  ' 
her  of  prifoners  the  la(l  feven  years  78,  | 

in  which  period  fix  only  have  died,  j 
Convi61s  have  the  King’s  allowance  of  ' 
2 s.  6 d.  a week.  The  Acl  for  the 
Prefervalion  of  Health,  and  Claufes 
againft  S|)iriluous  Liquors,  both  hung 
up.  No  employment  furnifhed  by  the 
county  ; but  three  debtors  who  were 
handicrafi  trades  were  at  work.  The 
fifty  (hillings  formerly  paid  from  a le- 
gacy of  Mr.  Kelfon,  of  Norton,  to  the 
pooreft  (lebtorsatMidfummer,  has  been 
long  dilcontinued,  and  I could  get  no 
information  concerning  it,  no  me- 
morial being  hung  up.  AlTizes  are 
never  held  here  ; the  Spring  Aflize  al- 
ways at  Taunton ; the  Summer  al 
Bridgewatei  and  Wells,  alternately. 

At 
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ft  At  Taunion  and  Wells  the  Keepers 

I lod^e  their  prifoners  at  feparate  inns. 
F.  At  Bridgewater  the.  prilbn  is  only  one 
rtroom  under  the  Town  Hall,  liraw  on 
tithe  floor,  and  where  I was  informed 
h fifty  prifoners  had  been  confined  fix 
odays.  For  the  conveyance  of  tranf- 
f:  ports  the  Keeper  is  allowed  one  fliil- 
1!  ling  per  mile  each.  This  is  the  only 
jiprifon  in  the  county,  except  Briftol, 

II  to  which  there  is  now  a Chaplain  ; for* 
hjnerly  there  was  one  at  Taunton  and 
f|Shepton-Mallet,  and  the  County  had 
figeneroufly  gone  to  the  limit  of  the  A6t 
h^afalary  of  50  1.  to  each,  but  the 
■ Chaplains  having  negledled  their  duty, 
p the  Juftices  firfl  reduced  the  falary,  and 

afterwards  took  the  whole  oflf. 

My  dear  friend, 

This  prifon,  fituate  in  a remote  cor- 
ner of  the  County,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Yeovil,  fubjedls  its  inhabi- 


tants, particularly  debtors  and  fines, 
to  many  and  great  inconveniences  j 
too  far  removed  from  their  friend# 
to  receive  occafional  gratuities,  and  no 
manufaclory  in  the  town  to  afford 
them  employ,  they  have  an  abundant 
claim  to  pity.  Mr.  Gye,  the  humane 
printer  of  the  Bath  paper,  frequently 
reprefents  their  diftreifed  fituaiion,  anti 
receives  benefadlions  for  their  , relief ; 
and  it  is  a fortunate  circurnftance  that 
the  Keeper  is  attentive  and  humane. 

Believe  me  yours  mofl  fincerely, 

James  Neild.* 

P.  S.  I have  juft  had  the  luxury  of 
releafing  a debtor,  who  was  detained 
for  his  prifon  fees;  his  plaintiff  had 
forgiven  him  his  debt,  but  there  was 
another  demand  of  fix  (hillings  by  the 
under-fiierlff  for  his  liberate ^ which  I 
was  obliged  to  pay  before  the  prifoner 
could  be  let  at  liberty. 

Ta  DoSior  Lcttfom^  London. 
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LETTER  XLIV.  ON  PRISONS. 


ExtraSed  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine ^ OSiober,  I8G7. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sambrook  Court, 
Sept.  26. 


L’ Agriculture,  et  les  Arts,  font  abfo- 
llument  neceffaires  pour  prelerver  Ic  peu- 
iple  de  Toifivete,  qui  enfante  les  difcordes, 
i!a  mollefle,  eP  tous  les  maux  ruineux 
Ipour  la  fociete* * * §. 

Haml'ay,  Les  Voyages  de  Cyrus,  1.  iv. 

aT  is  a frequent  queftion,  “What 
ccrnduces  inoft  10  Heahh  and  Hap- 
oinefs  ?”  Perhaps  the  anl'wer  might 
oe,  “ the  two  things  mankind  take 
rhe  molt  pains  to  avoid.  Labour*  and 
Ab'ftinence.”  That  degree  of  labour 
which  may  be  hard  without  being 
pppredive,  and  that  quantity  of  food 
rvhich  fuffices  to  fupport  nature  with- 
put  loading  the  Itomach  ; and  hence 
penign  in  its  effedls,  is  the  injunolion 
i)f  the  Creator,  “ In  the  fweat  of  thy 
race  thou  dial  t eat  thy  bread  f.”  Yet 
now  few  adopt  this  divine  and  falutary 
<:ommand  ! 

Whilfl  \ye  view  with  falisfadlion  the 
rxcellent  management  of  Shrewfburv 
^iraol,  it  might  be  fuggefted  to  the 
l^iagiftrates  and  Managers  of  the  Houle 
)f  luduflry,  whether  indulgence,  in 
plenty  afforded  the  children,  may  not 
unfit  them  for  the  laborious  fitualion 
fhey  are  defigned  to  occu])y,  inftead  of 


being  enabled,  by  early  initiation,  td 
know  that  hard  work  and  hard  living 
are  the  natural  allotments  of  their  rank 
in  fociety  ; for,  if  I miflake  not,  land- 
holders ate  com|)elled,  under  penalty 
for  refufal,  to  take  prentices  from  the 
county  houfes  of  induftry  ; and  if  thofe 
are  brought  up  with  the  hardfliips  of 
their  own  families,  they  might  be  bet- 
ter enabled  to  encounter  the  labours  of 
the  farm.  At  the  fame  time  let  it  be 
underfiood,  that  Spartan  feverities  are 
not  recommended,  nor  would  they  bd 
conducive  either  to  the  wealth  of  nap- 
pinefs  of  the  youth  ; for,  “ Ils  alloient 
la  tete,  et  les  pieds  nuds,  couchoient 
fur  des  rofeaux,  et  mangeoient  tres 
peu.  Encore  fallait  il  qu’ils  prilTent 
ce  peu  par  addrefle  dans  les  falles  pub- 
liques  des  convives  J.”  But  apparent 
hardfhips  may  be  derived  from  the 
change  which  muft  afterwards  be  ex- 
perienced in  the  deprivation  or  abftrac- 
lion  of  previous  indulgences,  as  inti- 
mated in  the  fubfequent  letter,  and 
fupported  by  the  apt  refle^lion  of  an 
agricultural  poet — Virgil  ; 

“ Pater  ipfe  colendi 

Hand  facilem  effe  vianivoUiit,  primufque 
per  artem 

Movit  agros,  curis  acuens  mortal  ia  corda  § 

J.  C.  Letts  OM. 


* Agriculture  and  the  Arts  feem  abfolutely  neceflary  to  preferve  a people  from 
Idlenefs,  whicli  begets  difcord,  cfteniinacy,  and  the  evils  detlrudlive  of  Society, 

f Gen.  iii.  19- 

I X They  went  with  their  heads  and  feet  naked,  lay  upon  reeds,  and  ate  yery  little  ; 
^nd  this  little  they  were  obliged  to  procure  by  dexterity  in  the  publick  banqueting- 
looms. 

§ The  father  himfelf  of  tillage  did  not  wifli  the  way  to  be  eafy  j he  was  the  firtl  to 
Ml^e  the  toil  by  art,  inciting  the  human  heart  by  cases. 

I Shrewsbury 


i 


giG  Mr,  Nelld’s  Remarks  on  Shrewfbury  Gaol.  [Oct.. 


Shrewsbury.  • Gaoler,  Richard 
Cartwright ; falary  300l.  for  Gaol  and 
Bridewell;  fees  as  per  Table  ; but  the 
Gnder-flierift' demands  a fee  of  7s  6d. 
upon  difcharge  of  a common  writ,  and 
from  thole  under  execution  Is,  in  the 
pound,  if  under  lOOl. ; and  if  above 
lOOK  then  fixpence  in  the  pound.  Fe- 
lons pay  no  fees,  and  garnilh  is  abo- 
lilhed.  Conveyance  of  Tranfports  Is. 
a mile.  Chaplain,  Rev.  iV.  G.  Row- 
land.  Duty,  prayers  every  Thurfday, 
and  a fermon  on  every  Sunday,  Good 
Friday,  and  Chrillmas  Day  ; falary, 
701 1.  Surgeon,  Mr.  William  Thomas 
falary  50l.  For  Debtors  and  Felons. 
Allowance:  Debtors,  1 1.  8 oz.  of 
wheat  bread,  which  is  made  by  the 
female  Convl6ls,  and  baked  in  the 
Gaol.  When  wheat  is  at  11s.  the 
frike,  a loaf  of  1 lb,  8 oz.  cods  the 
County  2|d..  Felons  have  the  fame 
allowance  of  bread,  and  one  penny  in 
cheefe  or  butter. 

Remarks.  This  Gaol,  which  is  like- 
wife  the  Houfe  of  Correction,  is  near 
the  Callle,  and  was  firll  inhabited 
1793.  The  boundary  wall  enclofes 
two  acres  of  ground,  and  is  16  feet 
high.  The  entrance  in  front  is  called 
the  Porter’s  Lodge,  and  over  the  gate 
is  a bull  of  Mr.  Howard;  in  the  door 
are  two  apertures  to  receive  donations, 
viz.  To  Pebtors  in  a date  of  Induf- 
try,’*  and  Prifoners  in  a Hate  of 

Reformation.”  The  ground -floor  on 
the  left  has  the  Turnkey’s  apartments, 
and  his  fleeping-rooms  are  above.  On 
the  right  hand  is  a Lazaretto,  a hot 
and  cold  bath,  with  an  oven  to  fumi- 
gate and  purify  prifoners’  cloaths,  which 
are  taken  from  them  on  admiflion,  gnd 
the  gaol  uniform  put  on.  Up-dairs 
are  two  reception-rooms,  a room  for 
the  irons,  and  a fitting-room  (with  a 
fire-place)  for  the  Clergyman,  who 
there  performs  his  la II  ollices  to  per- 
fons  under  fentence  of  death,  and  dif- 
fer on  the  flat  roof  above.  The  court 
in  front  of  the  Keeper’s  houfe  is  about 
20  yards  fquare,  and  the  Inner  Turn- 
key’s lodge  adjoins.  Mader’s  - fide 
Debtors  have  a court-yard  36  feet 
fquate,  a day- room  14  feet  by  12,  and 
eleven  fleeping-rooms  w’itli  boarded 
floors  ; they  fleep  Angle,  and  pay  4 s. 
per  week  for  County  furniture,  but  if 
they  furnilh  their  own  beds,  2 s.  per 
week.  Conimon-fide  Debtors  hare  a 
court-yard  70  feet  bv  39,  and  a day- 
room  20  feet  by  14,  fourteen  fleeping- 
rooms  with  boarded  floors,  to  which 


the  County  allows  a beddead,  a hair 
mattrefs,  a pair  of  Iheets,  one  blanket,, 
and  a rug  in  Summer,  and  two  blan- 
kets in  Winter;  no  firing  is  allowed! 
except  the  debtor  is  very  poor,  but  in. 
fevere  weather  they  have  frequently, 
coals  given  them,  the  cod  of  which  is 
only  7d.  per  hundred.  The  name  of 
every  prifoner  who  does  not  attend  Di- 
vine Service  is  inferted  in  a book  kept  ; 
for  that  purpofe.  A ManufaClurer,  or- 
Talk-mader,  is  employed  by  the  County, 
with  a falary  of  40l.  per  annum,  who 
furnilhes  work,  and  deduCls  one-third 
of  the  prifoner’s  earnings,  which  is  paid 
to  the  County  Treafurer ; but  if  the 
Debtor  can  have  the  means  of  labour 
brought  to  him  from  without  the  pri- 
fon,  he  receives  the  whole  of  his  earn- 
ings. Female  Debtors  have  a couru 
yard  and  eight  fleeping-rooms,  and  are- 
under  the  fame  regulations  as  the 
men.  Two  courts  and  rooms  for  male 
and  female  King’s  Evidence,  and  two 
for  male  and  female  refra6lory  prifon- 
ers. Tranfports  have  the  King’s  al- 
lowance of  2s.  6d.  per  week.  Female 
Felons  before  trial  have  a court  yard 
and  8 fleeping  - cells ; after  trial  they 
are  removed  to  another  court,  which 
has  12  lleeping-cells.  Cajiiial  Male 
Felons  before  and  after  convi6lion  have 
each  a fpacious  court  about  71  feet  by  I 
67,  with  day-rooms,  and  44  fleeping- j 
cells.  Petty  Male  Felons,  before  and! 
after  conviclion,  have  court-yards  the 
dime  fize,  and  38  fleejiing-cells.  Lewd 
W’omen  and  Vagrants  have  a court- 
vard  and  9 fleeping-ceils.  Male  and 
Female  Diforderly  Servants  and  Ap- 
prentices, have  each  their  feparate 
courts  and  15  fleeping-ceils.  Male 
Vagrants  and  Deferters  have  likewife 
a feparate  court,  and  16  fleeping-ceils. 
Befides  thefe,  there  is  a detached  Infir- 
mary, with  feparate  courts,  t>vo  day- 
rooms,  and  four  fleeping-rooms,  for 
male  and  female  fick  prifoners,  where 
extra  food  and  wine  is  provided  by 
dire6lion  of  the  Surgeon.  Seventy- 
eight  of  the  Felons  cells  have  double 
doors,  the  outer  iron-grated,  and  the 
inner  wood.  Each  cell  has  a brick 
floor,  is  8 feet  8 inches  by  6 feet  7, 
and  8 feet  10  inches  high,  with  arched 
roof,  and  fitted  up  with  a bedhead,  a 
canvas  or  %vadd  hair  mattrefs,  filled 
with  flraw,  a hempen  flieet,  two 
blankets,  and  a rug,  a leather  or 
wooden  bucket,  and  fioneclramber-pot. 
There  are  no  fleeping  - cells  on  the 
ground-floor.  The  Chapel  is  in  the 
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^807.]  Shrewfbury  Gaol ; and  the  Houfe  of  Indif  ry.  91 


centre  of  the  building,  and  the  feveral 
blafles  enter  by  different  doors,  and  are 
tfeparated  by  partitions  fo  that  they 
cannot  fee  each  other.  Debtors  are 
in  the  gallery.  On  a level  with  the 
Ohapel  are  fix  Cells  for  prifoners  under 
{fentence  of  death,  or  folitary  confine- 
anent.  All  the  Cells  are  well  venti- 
alated,  and  divided  by  lobbies  or  paffa- 
»ges  6 feet  wide  ; the  whole  prifon  is 
(well  fupplied  with  fpring  water  from 
a pump,  and  with  river  water  thrown 
'by  a pump  into  a large  relervoir  at  the 
lilop.  .There  are  feveral  work-rooms  for 
ifinen  and  for  women,  with  I'tore-houle, 
'fftore-rooms,  bake-houfe,  bread-room, 
I'andwalh- houfe.  A watch  man  goes  round 
lithe  piiibn,  and  cries  the  hour,  attended 
ijbv  a dog.  There  is  a committee- room 
lifor  the  Vi  filing  Magili  rates,  who  are 
^appointed  at  the  Seffions.  The  Aft 
itfor  Frefervatiou  of  Health,  and  Claules 
liagainfi;  Spiriiu-ous  Liquors^  are  confii- 
flcuouflv  hung  up.  d’he  whole  prilbn 
I'very  clean,  and  excellent  rules  and 
1^  orders  for  its,  good  government.  When 
m attended  divine  fervice  there,  11th 
^ Sept.  1803,  all  the  prifoners  were 
; prefent ; their  behaviour  filent,  and  at- 

I ten  live  to  a very  impreffive  dilcourfe. 
li  Felons  are  employed  in  making  flioes, 

II  llippers,  gloves,  and  bottle  - llands  ; 
.)  there  are  looms  like  wife  for  Wea- 
vers, and  the  iron  machinery  for  a 

; corn-mill,  but  for  want  of  a pair  of 
it  ftones  it  is  ulelefs.  Prifoners,  3d  Nov. 

! 1802,  debtors  12,  felons,  &c.  58. 

‘ llth  Sept.  ,1803,  debtors  11,  felons, 
H &c.  79,  deterters  2,  infani  children 
- 11— Total  103. 

Mv  dear  Friend, 

YOl}  will  have  great  pleafure  in 
n leading  the  account  of  this  excellent 
d Gaol,  to  which  the  humane  and  confi- 
i derate  Magifirates  have  paid  fuch  laiui- 
; able  attention.  There  is  near  this 
y |»l,ace  a noble  building,  called  the 


Houfe  of  Jndufiry;  it  certainiy  is  ^ 
Houfe  of  Plenty,  for  the  lh)i)ks 
every  where  hear  record  of  good  livkiez, 
and  the  famous  beefs  flaugfuered  there. 
I am  informed  ilie  Act  incorporates 
13  parifhes,  chapelries,  and  tovvnfihpt,, 
and  the  extent  North  and  South  18 
rniles,  and  nearly  the  fame  Eafftmd 
Weft.  Now  this  va/i;  diflrift  mult  ;?c-. 
cef  arihj  {treclude  ther.  Di'reftors  from 
being  acquainted  with  the  real  circum- 
ftaiices  of  paujters  fo  remote  front  in* 
fpeftion,  or  when  the  diltaiii  Out-poor 
fiioukl  be  taken  off  their  books.  !o  a 
iingle  parifh,  the  Overleer  is  perfeftly 
acquainted  with  every  pauper,  l)is  wa- 
ges, ability,  connexions,  A:c.  and  can- 
not eafiiy  be  iinpofed  upon.  Owing  to 
this  want  ofinformatiorir-^iud  perfonat 
acquaintance  with  tl^e  paupers,  lijej.r 
may  be  great  abujh  of  Out-paq.  Parti- 
cular enquiry  impofes  a talk  on  the 
Direftors  they  are  unequal  to,  laecanfe 
they  hare  their  own  families  aii'l  otm- 
cerus  to  look  after,  it  would  be  !efs 
; ronblefbme  and  lefe  expeufive  (in  my 
opinion)  for  each  parifh  to  provide  for 
its  own  poor.  The  averaete  number 
in  the  Houfe  340 the  children  deli- 
cate and  pampered,  from  being  accuf* 
turned  to  abundance  and  variety  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  comfortable  rooms,  which 
leem  ill  calculated  for  the  purpofes  of 
hufbandry,  or  to  make  ufefu!  fervants 
to  the  fmal!  farmers  in  this  agricultural 
County.  They  would  [trefer  a race  oT 
hardy  lads,  inured  from  their  infancy 
to  combat  rrca/Acr  and  temporary  want, 
vvhofe  nerves  are  ftrong  by  early  exer- 
tions, and  (heir  undcrftandings  fur- 
niflied  wdth  fbme  knowledge  of  Coun- 
try bufinefs.  On  this  fubjeft  ! couM 
fay  much;  but  time  will  i)Ot  allow  it 
to,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  lincerely, 

James  Neild. 

Dr.  T^elifvm,.  London. 


4.  NtCii,oLs  and  Printers^  lltd  Lwi  Fleet  Street. 
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LETFER  XLV.  ON  PRISONS^ 


E&'tracled  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine^  Decsmher^  iS07^ 


“ Doft  thou,  in  all  thy  addrefles  to  him, 
come  into  his  prefence  with  reverence, 
kneeling  and^  religioafly  bowing  thyffelf 
before  him 

Duppa's  Rules  to  Devotion. 

Sambrook  Court, 
•Mr.  Urban,  ,0. 

IN  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom,  an 
excule  may  be  urged  in  extenuation 
of  the  bad  Hate  of  the  Prifons,  from  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means  of  effe6ling 
improvement,  as 'was  obferved  on  ano- 
ther occafion.  In  the  opulent  City  of 
Brillol,  a jurt  plea  on  this  grp  mid  can- 
not be  fuftained  ; and  yet,  liuce  the 
firft  vifits  of  Howard*  and  Neildf, 
not  any  real  improvement  has  been 
efie6led,  except  the  attempt  td  exclude 
the  rats  from  moleding  the  prifoners. 
In  this  City,  where  a Burke  publicly 
delivered  his  fublirne  apoftrophe  on  the 
labours  of  Howard,  no  fymptoms  of 
emulating  his  good  works  have  yet  ap- 
peared. Even  the  dungeons  of  their 
Newgate  are  equally*^lthy,  and  the 
air  of  them  is  not  lefs  noxious.  In  a 
fea-port  town  this  is  particularly  dan- 
gerous and  reprehenfible  j for  a perfon 
iiVuingfrom  thefe  fource?  of  contagion 
may  enter  on-board  a veiTel,  and,  with- 
out apparent  difeafe,  may  be  fo  em- 
bued  with  infedlion,  as  to  endanger 
the  whole  crew^. 


Among  the  other  evils  which  attach 
to  Briflol  Newgate,  I cannot  forego  to 
notice  the  little  attention  paid  by  the 
Prifoners  to  their  worthy  Chaplain,  in 
abfenting  tbemfelves  from  Divine  Ser- 
vice on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  the  difre- 
gard  to  decency  in  polluting  the  place 
of  worfhip*  by  making  it  a drinking- 
place  in',  the  week  days.  If  the  Su- 
preme dwell  not  (not  cireumfcrlbed) 
in  ternpu.*s  ms^de  with  hands,”  yet 
there  ought  ever  to  be  maintained  a 
devout  deiifeanour  in  fuch  places  where 
the  obje6l  of  alTerhbling  is  to  addrefs  'the 
Creator  in  aw%l  humility  and  reveren- 
tial hope  of  forgivenefs.  Among 
thofe  we  have  denominated  Idolaters, 
the  temples’  in  which  the  Deity  was 
wont  to  be  Invoked  were  always  re- 
fpefted,  and  every  thing  indecorous 
excluded.  Even  the  Plalmill,  in  veiled 
with  regal  dignity,  declared  thaihe  would 
rather  be  a door-keeper  in  the  Tem- 
ple, than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  wick- 
ednefsf,”  awfully  oblerving,  as  he 
addreffed  the  Creator,  “in  thy  fear 
will  1 worfliip  toward  thy  holy  tern- 
pleE”  If  itiis  temple  is  wantqnly 
polluted,  that  humility  and  reverence 
which  ought  to  influence  the  creature 
in  appealing  to  the  Creator,  mull  be 
previoufly  exting;uilhed  j and  unfelt 
mud  be  the  facreu  fear  inferred  by  the 
Pfal  mift.  In  a Hate  fo  loll,  depraved^ 


^ November  1776.  State  of  the  Pri- 
, fans,  p.  402. 

f About  the  year  I800. 

% See  Howard’s  State  of  Prifons,  Sea, 

^ P* 


* See  Prifon  Letters,  XL  XII.  XVII. 
and  XVIII.  • 

f Pfalm  Ixxxiv,  10. 
j Pfalm  V.  7» 

and 


Mr.  Nelld  on  Brlftol  City  and  County  Gaol,  [Dec. 


and  hardened,  powerful  and  impref- 
iive  indeed  mud  be  the  pious  exertions 
of  the  Pador  to  convey  feeling  to  a 
heart  of  done.  J*  C-  Letts  om. 

Bristol  City  and  County  Gaol. 
Gaoler,  William  Humphries ; falary 
200  1.  Gown-money  2 1.  a-year.  Fees  : 
Debtors,  drd  a6lion  6 s.  8 d.  fecond, 
and  every  fubfequent  one  3 s.  4 d. ; a 
London  action  9 8*  Pelons  IS  s.  4d. 
Tranfports  5 1.  each  when  delivered  at 
Porifmouth.  Prifbners  Allowance  : 
Debtors,  none  ; Felons,  a three-penny 


light;  this  room  has  two  fleeping-cells 
1 1 feel  by  7,  with  arched  roofs,  and  a 
very  fmall  court  with  the  fewer  in  it. 
The  condemned-room  is  18  feet  by  13, 
and  9 feet  high,  with  a double  iron- 
grated  window,  which  looks  into  the  Fe- 
lons Yard.  Their  dungeon,  the  Pit, 
down  18  deps,  is  17  feet  diameter  and 
85  feet  high  ; barrack  beddeads  with 
draw  iii  canvas  beds  ; and  fome  bene- 
volent gentlemen  in  the  City  occadon- 
allv  fend  a few  rugs.  It  is  clofe  and 
otfenfive  ; only  a very  fmall  window 


loaf  of  dandard  wheaten  bread,  weight,  with  lights  fufficient  jud  to  make  dark- 

nefs  vifihle.  • It  is  at  prefent  (1801) 
chiefly  appropriated  to  convi6ls  under 
fentence  of  tranfportation  ; and  feven- 
teen  pri Toners  fleep  here  every  night. 
The  Turnkey  told  me,  he  was  fo  af- 
Sept.  20,  1806,  fe6led  by  the  putrid  fleam  which  ilfued 
&c.  27.  Chap-  from  the  dungeon  when  he  unlocked 

morning,  it  was  enough 


December  16,  1801,  1 lb.  5 oz.  ; Sept. 
20,  1906,  lib.  3 oz.  Garnifh  abo- 
lifhed.  Number  of  prifoners  Dec.  1 6, 
1801:  Debtors  18,  Felons,  &c.  26; 
Oelober  4,  1803,  Debtors  24,  Felons, 
&c.  26,  DeTerters  2 ; 

Debtors  S3,  Felons, 


lain,  Rev.  Mr.  Day  \ duty,  ^fermon  the  door  in  a 
every  Sunday,  and  prayers  on  VVednef-  to  Orike  him  down  : at  my  vifit,  061. 
day  and  Friday  (fee  Remarks),  falary  1803,  only  one  man  flept  there.  When 


1.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Sqfford ; falary 
none,  he  makes  a bill. — Remarks.  1 his 
Newgate  is  built  upon  a declivity,  and 
Hands  in  the  midd  of  the  City.  It  is 
very  old,  and  much  too  fmall  for  the 
general  number  of  prifoners.  The 
lower  rooms  are  dark.  For  Debtors 
there  are  fifteen  large  and  airy  rooms, 
two  of  which  divefree  wards  for  poor 
Debtors,  who  find  their  own  beds. 
Thofe  on  the  Mader’s  fide  pay  2 s.  6-d. 
ter  week  each  ; two  fleep  in  a bed. 


Turnkeys  are  fo  aflebled  by  only  open- 
ing the  doors,  what  mud  the  miferable 
wretches  confined  the  whole  night  in 
fuch  putrid  hot-beds  of  difeafe,  fufl'er 
Sir  George  Paul  jufilv  obferves,  that  “ a 
Gaol,  being  the  place  of  fafe  cufiody  of 
the  difiurbers  of  our  peace  and  proper- 
ty, rarelv  attracls  our  attention  as  an, 
obje6l  of  our  pity  and  benevolence; 
gratified  with  the  thought  that  it  re- 
drains  the  daring  murderer,  we  over- 
look the  gloomy  lid  it  opprefles.”  The 


Jo  proper  feparation  of  men  and  wo-  Female  Felons  ward  is  at  the  top  of  the 

houfe,  14  yards  by  8,  and  6 § feet 
high  ; it  ferves  the  purpofes  of  a dav- 
roorn  and  (leeping-room,  and  overlooks 
the  Men  Felons  Court;  it  had  four 
Tv^mdows,  but  two  of  them  are  flopped 
up.  There  is  a fink  in  it,  but  no  w'ater 
convenient  bath,  but  feldom  ufed,  and  but  what  is  brought  from  below  by  the 
a pump  with  good  water,  hlen  Fe-  Keeper.  Near  it  are  two  rooms  fet 
Ions  ha\  e two  day-rooms.  'Fo  the  a|)ait  for  infirmaries.  There  are  many 
firfi,  which  is  15  feet  by  13,  and  7 narrow  palfages  ; and  the  utmod  at-, 
feet  8 inches  high,  adjoins  a lleeping-  tention  is  requifite  to  keep  the  prifon 

healthy.  I found  it  clean  at  my  feveral 
vifits,  confideringit  was  fo  crowded  and 
fo  clofe.  It  is  feraped  and  whitew^alhed 


men.  Only  one  court-yard  (called  the 
Tennis  court),  fufficiently  large  for  air 
and  exercife  ; it  is  thirteen  yards  by 
fix,  and  into  which  Debtors  and  Felons 
are,  at  ddlerent  hours  of  the  day,  (e- 
])arj!e!v  admitted.  In  this  court  is  a 


room  about  the  lame  fize,  which  has 
no  air  but  what  is  admitted  through 
the  irou-grated  window  of  the  dav- 
room  ; there  is  a fmall  court  adjacent, 
20  feel  by  12,  very  clofe.  On  one  fide 
of  this  court,  up  12  (ieps,  is  a fick- 
room  for  Felons,  18  feet  bv  64,  and  '7\ 
liigh,  with  iron-grated  and  glazed  win- 
dows and  a fire-place,  a fmall  aperture 
in  the  door  14  inches  by  U,  and  a 
ventilator.  The  fecond  day-room  is 
24  feet  by  18,  and  8 feet  high,  with  a 
fire-place  and  two  treble  iron-grated 
wuidows  which  nearly  exclude  the 


once  a year.  The  A6l  for  Prefervation 
of  Health  is  hung  up  in  the  Chapel, 
which  is  commodious,  and  has  a gal- 
lery. Tile  Claufes  againd  Spirituous 
Liquors  hang  up  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Gaol.  No  employment  whatever  ; 
fuch,  invleed,  is  the  condned  fituaiion 
of  the  Prifon,  as  to  preclude  the  pofli- 
bility  of  work  • No  Table  of  Gaoler’s 
Fees.  Befides  the  fervice  noted  in  its 
place,  there  are  thirteen  fennons  a-year, 

for 
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i8o7»1  Mr,  Neild  on  Briftol  City  and  County  Gaol. 


for  which  the  reclor  of  the  parifli  re- 
ceives 41.  from  a Legacy. 

Mr.  John  Heydon  left  100 1,  to  be 
lent  to  two  merchants,  each  paying 
annually  to  the  Corporation  for  the 
Debtors,  as  the  intereft  of  his  moiety, 

1 1.  13  s.  4 d.  Mr.  Freeman  left  41. 
g s.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  and  beef,  and 
diflributed  on  Chriftmas-eve,  to  pri- 
foners  of  all  defcriptions.  To  this  Le- 
gacy Mrs.  Freeman  annually  makes  an 
addition  of  eleven  fhillings. 

The  churchwardens  have  for  many 
years  paft  annually  paid  4l.  2 s.  two 
thirds  of  which  are  given  to  the  Debt- 
ors, and  one  third  to  the  Felons.  This 
I apprehend  to  be  the  legacy  of  Mr. 
Aldjworth,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Howard, 
There  is  no  memorial  in  the  Gaol  of 
any  legacy. 

A perfon  arrefted  by  an  a6llon  from 
the  Tolzey  Court  here,  may  at  the 
next  Court  confefs  the  debt,  and  at 
the  firft  Court  after  (which  is  held 
monthly)  be  charged  in  execution,  and 
become  immediately  entitled  to  his 
lixpences  or  fuperfedeas. 

The  Debtors  attendance  on  Divine 
Service  is  optional,  and  1 was  forry  to 
obferve  only  Q out  of  33  prelent ; nor 
were  the  Criminal  Prifoners  fo  attentive 
as  I fhould  have  expe6led  from  the 
devout  and  ferious  manner  in  which 
the  duly  was  performed  by  the  worthy 
Chaplain.  So  little  regard  is  paid  to 
the  Chapel  as  a place  of  worlhip,  that 
I have  frequently  leen  the  prifoners 
drinking,  fmoking,  and  chewing  to- 
' bacco  in  the  galleries,  the  filthy  effects 
■ of  which  are  vifible  on  the  floor.  An 
Act  was  paffed  feveral  years  ago  to 
: build  a new  Gaol;  and  it  is  tnuch  to 
I be  regretted  that  it  is  not  carried  into 
4 execution  by  this  rich  commercialCity  ; 
Ufor  really  the  prefent  Gaol  is  a difgrace 
ato  it. 

Bristol  City  BridewelJ.  Part  of  it  is 
jiin  the  Keeper’s  houfe,  on  one  fide  of 
:|the  ftreet,  and  part  on  the  other  fide, 
ijln  the  Keeper’s  houfe  the  Mafier’s-fide 
JCriminals  have  a day -room  on  the 
^ground-floor  5 yards  fquare  and  10 
{feet  high,  and  up-llairs  two  rooms,  to 
iwhich  the  Keeper  furnilhes  beds  at  1 s. 
\per  night.  In  thefe  three  rooms  the 
ifollowing  notice  is  painted  : ‘‘  Who- 
•ever  fhall  write  againft  or  daub  the 
walls  in  any  manner  will  be  punifhed 
as  the  Magiftrates  fhall  think  proper.” 
IThe  Common  fide,  the  Bridewell,  over 
Ithe  way,  confilis  of  two  parts  feparated 
'{by  a court  50  feet  by  15,  in  which 


there  is  a pump  and  cillern  for  hard 
and  foft  water.  The  firft  part  has  oa 
the  right  hand  two  cells  for  vagrants 
on  the  ground-floor,  each  l6|  feet  by 
feet,  an  iron-grated  window  to  the 
Court,  and  a raoft  offenfive  fewer  iri 
one  corner.  The  fleeping-room  above 
large  and  airy,  but  the  ftraw  on 
the  floor  was  fliort,  dirty,  and  almoll 
worn  to  dull.  On  the  left  hand  is  a 
room  for  Fines,  22  feet  by  17,  and  10 
feet  high,  with  an  iron-grated  window 
to  the  Court,  and  a fewer  not  offenfive. 
Up-ftairs  is  a room  the  fame  fize.  The 
fecond  part  has  on  the  ground-floor 
right  hand  two  cells  l6|  by  and 
9 feet  high  to  the  crown  of  the  arch, 
with  an  aperture  a foot  fquare  to  admit 
light  and  air,  and  an  iron  grating  over 
each  door.  The  fewers  being  near  the 
river  are  not  very  offenfive  ; but  they 
are  fo  terribly  infefted  by  rats,  that  a 
cat  was  kept  in  each  to  prevent  their 
gnawing  the  prifoners  feet.  Over  thefe 
cells  is  the  Infirmary-room,  22  feet  by 
17  and  10  feet  high,  with  a fire-place 
and  glazed  window.  On  the  left  hand 
is  the  Woman  Vagrant’s  day-room,  18 
feet  by  ]6  and  10  feet  high,  with  a 
large  iron-grated  window  to  the  Court; 
and  over  it  a fleeping-room  the  fame 
fize,  the  ftraw  on  the  floor  had  ferved 
two  fets  of  Prifoners ; and  the  floor 
itfelf  was  in  a more  filthy  ftate 
than  I can  decently  deferibe.  The 
Court  being  quite  out  of  fight  of  the 
Keeper’s  houle,  he  does  not  fuffer  the 
prifoners  to  ule  it,  nor  the  pump 
in  it,  but  three  times  a week  in  the 
middle  of  the  day;  yet  fome  are  im- 
prifoned  here  three  years,  and  during 
that  time  In  irons.  No  employment. 
Neither  A6l  for  Prefervation  of  Health, 
nor  Claufes  againft  Spirituous  Liquors, 
hung  up.  Fees  3 s.  6d.  for  which 
the  prifoners  may  be  detained.  Keeper, 
Thomas  Millward,  afterwards  John 
Par  fans ; falary  30 1.  At  my  vifit 
I8O6, 1 found  Thomas  Evans  appointed 
Keeper  with  a falary  of  50  I.  per  ann. 
The  rats  were  prevented  from  annoy- 
ing the  prifoners,  the  floors  mended, 
the  cells  whitewafhed,  and  the  whole 
prifon  very  clean.  There  is  no  religi- 
ous attention  paid  to  the  prifoners. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Safford  ; he  makes  a bill. 
Allowance,  a three-penny  loaf  of  houf« 
hold  bread  per  day,  which  I weighed 
1 lb.  6 oz.  This  prifon  was  built  in 
1721.  Number  of  prifoners  Dec.  17 » 

1801,  8;  oa.  4,  1803,  lO;  Sept.  20, 

1800,  5, 


4 


Mr*  Nelld  on  Briftol  City  Bridewell.  [Dec. 


My  dear  Friend, 

It  was  very  natural  for  me  to  enquire 
why  new  Prifons  were  not  built  in  this 
rich  commercial  City,  efpecially  when 
an  Act  has  been  obtained  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  they  have  fo  excellent  a mo- 
del and  example  fet  them  hy  the  Coun- 
ty of  Gloucefter  (Lawford’s  Gate) 


fcarcely  out  of  the  town.  1 was  in« 
formed  that  the  lower  and  many  of  the 
middle  ranks  of  people  were  in  fuch  a 
ferment  about  the  rates  to  be  impofed, 
that  the  more  liberal  arid  enlightened 
inhabitants  thought  better  to  poflpone 
it.  I am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  gratefully, 
Dt,  Lettfomt  London,  James  Neii.d. 


J.  Ni«hols  and  Priniwsy  titd  Lion  Pint  SlriH% 
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LElTEll  XLVI.  ON  PRISONS. 


.ExtraSlcd  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine^  Supplement^  180/. 


✓ 


Facilis  defcenfus  Averni, 


Sed  revocare gradum,  fuperaf(^ue  evadcrc 
ad  auras. 

Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  eft*.  Virg. 

I WELL  recollecl  a converfaiion  I 
once  had  with  the  celebrated  How- 
ard, that  it  was  on  vihting  the  Gaol 
atBedford,  he  received  thofe  impreflious 
which  excited  his  future  inquiries  into 
the  ftate  of  Prifons  in  conlequeuce 
d|of  his  appointment  of  high  ftieriff  of 
i the  County  in  1770,  which  officially 
introduced  him  into  an  intimate  know- 
i ledge  of  the  management  of  this  Pri- 
ifon  f . 

From  the  exertions  of  Howard,  who 
refided  it),  the  neighbourhood  of  Bed- 
ford, it  might  be  premifed,  that  the 
County  Gaol  would  hence  be  con- 
duced on  a judicious  plan,  which  is 
'inow  confirmed  by  the  tellimony  of 
•"Neild  ; who  fuggefts,  however,  one  im- 
iprovement,  the  importance  of  which 
claims  particular  attention  ; that  of 
“ a fmall  lorn  of  money  given  to  each 
prifoner  on  his  difeharge,  according 
Eto  the  diffance  he  is  from  his  home  or 
his  friends.” 

The  neceflity  of  adopting  fuch  a 
(plan  muff  be  obvious;  and,  indepeud- 
jently  of  this  humane  and  judicious 
iprovifion,  fome  recommendation  of  a 
tmiferable  fellow-creature,  where  it 
icould  with  propriety  be  done,  ought  to 
ticcompany  his  di (charge,  in  order  to 
hlford  him  the  means  of  acquiring  fur- 
(her  fupport  J. 

Thi  s is  ftill  more  neceffary  as  it  re- 
rpeCs  the  Female  Sex,  whofe  labour 


is  chiefly  wiihln  doors,  and  with  whom 
charaCer  is  the  only  paffport  of  ad- 
million  into  a family.  To  elucidate 
this  fubjeC  by  examples  which  I can- 
not but  painfully  lecoHeC,  and  tlie 
more  fo  when  1 know  that  means 
might  be  applied  to  leffen  vice  and  mi- 
fery,  and  to  promote  morals  and  hap- 
pinefs,  1 am  induced  to  mention  a cir- 
cumfiance  which  recently  led  me  to 
vifit  Newgate.  A young  woman  of 
decent  family,  who  had  been  charged 
with  one  of  thole  fmaller  offences  to 
which  the  Law  fubjebls  the  delinquent 
to  tranfporiation,  had  this  lenience 
palled  upon  her.  The  profccuirix,  little 
expelling  fo  I’evere  a punilhrnent,  re- 
lented, and  pleaded  for  a mitigation  of 
it  : it  was,  however,  in  vain.  Her 
friends,  to  whom  1 am  Hill  j)erronally 
unknown,  requelied  bv  letter  my  in- 
terference in  her  favour ; which  oc- 
calioned  this  vifit  to  Newgate,  where 
file  had  been  confined  about  three 
months.  J found  her  neither  depraved 
by  vice,  nor  vitiated  by  example.  The 
humane  Newman,  as  well  as  the  wor- 
thy Head  'Lurnkey,  gave  me  the  moll 
favourable  relation  of  her  moral  be- 
haviour during  this  period,  which  en- 
couraged me  to  Hate  thisfa6l,  with  other 
circLimftances  which  I thought  might 
plead  in  mitigation  of  her  fentence,  in 
an  addrefs  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Confinement  in  crowded  rooms, 
with  anxiety  of  mind,  brought  on  a 
dangerous  fever,  for  which  my  atten- 
dance was  requelled.  In  three  rooms 
on  the  female  felon  fide,  upwards  of 


* The  defeent  into  hell  is  eal'y,  but  to  recall  your  fteps,  and  re-afeend  to  the  upper 
tkies,  forms  the  difficulty  and  the  labour. 

•f  See  his  excellent  Introduflion  to  the  State  of  Prifons,  4to,  1777. 

J See  Piifon  Letters^  particularly  No,  XXII,  on  this  interefting  fubje^l. 

SQO 
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Dr.  Lettfom  on  Pr^;2^4— Bedford  GaoL 


[Supp,. 


200  women  were  under  confinement. 
On  account  of  various  degrees  of  cri- 
minality, from  flight  mifdemeanors 
io  atrocious  vice  and  depravity  ; but 
notan  individual  was  indufttioufly em- 
ployed. In  pafliug  before  fuch  an  af- 
femblage  of  Females,  moft  of  whom 
appeared  to  be  from  20  toSOyearsoftige, 
fonte  half  naked,  1 could  not  avoid  noti- 
cing their  courteous  behaviour  during 
iny  vilits.  In  the  paflage, lined  by  them, 
fbme  were  occafioually  h ittg,  and  others 
fiuingoii  the  Hone  paveirtent  ; but  all 
rofe  up  on  my  entrance,  and  ref|)ecl- 
fully  couriefud  ; fome,  vvlio  furround- 
ed  the  bed  of  the  patient,  paid  great  at- 
tention to  her,  and  kindly  admiuiflered 
every  ai'l  in  their  power.  After  re- 
covery, this  utifor'iunate  female  received 
a pardon  ; and  is  at  prefent  ufefully  arid 
induflrioufly  employed,  by  means  of 
d little  opportune  airl.  1 am  the  more 
encouraged  to  introduce  this  recital,  as 
affording  in  fome  meafure  the  evidence 
of  the  remains  of  moral  and  humane 
lentiment  in  thefe  miferahle  women  , 
and  I doubt  not  but  that  with  proper 
attention  and  inflru61ion  mod  of  them 
might  he  reformed,  and  rellored  again 
to  fociety.  But,  alas  ! the  proper  in- 
flru6lion  was,  perhaps,  never  afibrded, 
and  never  will  be,  except  pnnifli- 
ment  and  indifcriminale  confinement 
be  tailed  innru6Iion ! Some  may 
find  their  paffage  to  New  Son t ft 
Wales  ! Some  may  be  punifhed 
with  ftripes,  arid  then  let  loofe 
iipon  the  puhlick,  vvilhoiit  chamber, 
decent  cloathing,  or  money!  Let  me  allv 
the  reader,  how  he  imagines  that  thefe 
ontcallscan  procure  a livelihood  ? Will 
any  individual  houfekeeper  ofcbara6ler 
receive  them  under  tlieir  roof?  No  ; 
not  r)ne.  V\Miat  mull  he  the  rel’idt? 
Either  death  hv  fuitine,  or  foin  hv 
theft  or  prolliuniou  ! V\’hv  flo  not  the 
puhlick  awaken  from  apathy  ? llumani- 
tyis  characlerillic  in  tbof- above  want  ; 
but  there  would  be  infinitely  fewer  oc- 
cafions  of  exercifmg  it,  w'ere  couver- 
fion  more  fiodied  than  conviclion  and 
punifbnient. 

In  the  individual  infiance  of  the  Fe- 
male t have  alluded  to,  1 requel’led  a 
fiiend  to  accompany  rric  to  Newgate. 
Sutor,  the  worthy  Mead  Turnkey, 
accommodated  us  with  a private  room 
to  retire  into.  After  at  fuitable  paufe,  my 
friend,  in  an  affe<flionate  addrefs,  con- 
veyed Infiru^lion  in  that  impreffive 
manner,  as  drew  floods  of  penitential 
learsi  and  that  lemptaiioa  will  never 


filfle,  nor  time  efface,  the  falutary 
coriiriel,  is  the  belief  of 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Bedford  County  Gaol.  John  Moore 
Howard,  Gaoler;  falary  lOOl.  and 
for  Houfe  of  Correftion  90I.  Fees,  as 
per  Table.  Removal  of  tranfports  to 
Woolwich,  5l.  each,  and  to  Portf- 
mouih  the  expence  of  conve3'ance. 
Gtrnifh  aboliffied.  Chaplain,  Rev. 
Thomas  Cave.  Duty;  prayers  and 
fermou  on  Sunday,  arid  prayers  on  [ 
Thurfday;  falary  40l.  Surgeon,  Mr.  I 
Champion-,  falary  40l.  for  Debtors  and 
Felons,  and  Houfe  of  Corre<i;lion.  Al- 
lowance: Debtors,  twoquartern  loaves  a 
week  each  ; Felons,  two  half-peck  loaves 
3t  week  each,  which  I weighed  at  my  fe- 
veral  vifiis,  and  found  full  weight. 
Number  of  Debtors  1801,  Augufi  19th, 

5 ; Felons  12;  petty  Offenders  4 ; 1802, 
January  26th,  Debtors  4,  Felons  6, 
petty  Offenders  Q:  I8O6,  July  14thi 
Debtors  11,  Felons  3,  petty  Offenders 
I8O7,  September  Ifi,  Debtors  4,- 
Felons  1,  petty  Offenders  9,  ! 

Remarks.  This  Gaol,  firfi  inhabit- 
ed lyth  June,  1801,  is  in  a good 
fftualion,  juft  out  of  the  town.  The 
entrance  to  the  Prifon  is  the 'turnkey’? 
Lodge,  a handfome  (tone  buildings 
with  a fitting-room  on  one  fide,  and  on 
the  other  a warm  and  cold  bath,  and 
an  oven  to  purify  infecled  cloatbs. 
Up-ftairs  is  the  Turnkey’s  fleepino-- 
room,  arKi  a room  where  the  Countv 
cloathing  is  put  on,  and  the  prifoners*^ 
ticketed  and  hung  up  till  difeharged  : 
there  is  likewife  a reception-cell  for  the 
prifoner  till  he  is  examined  as  to 
his  health  previous  to  his  admiffion 
into  the  interior;  and  at  the  top  is  the 
flat  roof,  and  place  of  execution. 

After  }^a^^mg  through  the  Lod^e,  voti 
proceed  through  a Imall  garden  of " 32 
feet  to  the  Keeper’s  honi’e,  which  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  prifon.  On  the  ground 
floor  is  the  Gaoler’s  parlour,  kitchca, 
and  nantry;  and  behind  them  a place 
called  the  Hall,  in  which  the  A6I  for 
prefervaiion  of  health,  and  claufes 
againft  fpiritnous  liquors,  areconfpicu- 
onfly  painted  on  a board,  and  hung 
up  ; and  likewife  weights  and  fcalef  for 
the  rife  of  the  prifon.  Into  this  Hall, 
three  lobbies,  five  feet  wide,  open;  over 
the  entrance-gate  of  one  is  inferihed 
in  ftone,  “ Men  Felons  ami  Con- 
vidls  ;”  the  other,  “ Worri'eri  Felonsi 
and  Debtors;”  and  the  third,  **  Houfe: 
of  Corfe6lion.*’  Each  lobby  containsi 
two  daj'-rooRis,  which  opeu  into  fixi 
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i8G7iJ  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarh  on  Bedford  County  Gaol. 


:!:ourt-yards  for  the  feveral  clafles,  one 
fday-room  for  men, the  other  for  women, 
with  glazed  windows,  arid  fire-places,  to 
which  coals  are  allowed  the  fix  winter 
months:  they  are  fitted  up  with  ben- 
nches  and  cupboards  forprovifion  ; and 
rcooking  utenfils  and  towels,  &c.  are 
(provided  by  the  confiderate  Magif- 
r trates ; and  in  each  lobby  are  four 
ifwork-cells.  Criminals  are  employed  in 
I'bealing  hemp,  and  receive  no  part  of 
utheir  earnings.  Debtors  fomelimesget 
^employment  from  without,  and  receive 
ilall  they  earn. 

Over  the  Hall  is  a room  the  fame 
ilize,  in  which  County  cloathing  is  de- 
pofiied;  and  there  are  three  lobbies  the 
dame  as  below;  two  of  ihem  with  eight 
fleeping  cells  for  Felons  and  Houle  of 
3 Correftion  prifoners,  and  the  third  has 
" fix  lleeping-rooms  for  poor  Debtors, 
two  of  which  are  13  ieet  by  8,  and 
i?  four  10  feet  by  8,  with  fire  places 
and  glazed  windows,  fitted  up  with 
- iron  bedfteads,  lacking  boiionis,  a firaw 
■ bed,  a blanket,  and  a rug,  gratis,  at 
1 the  County  expence.  There  are  rooms 
• for  the  belter  accommodation  of  thofe 
who  can  pay,  furniflted  by  the  Keeper 
‘ at  2s.  6d.  per  week  a llngle  bed  ; or  if 
two  deep  together  2s.  each  ; or  if  the 
Debtor  fofnilhes  his  own  bedding  and 
‘ fhee's,  l5,  ikl.  per  week.  On  the  fe- 
cond,  or  attic  liory,  the  Chaj)el  is  in  the 
! centre,  where  prifoners  are  feated  in 
their  refpeclive  clafl’es,  and  all  are  re- 
! quired  to  attend  divine  fi-rvice,  unlel's 
prevented  by  illnefs.  Three  lobbies,  the 
lame  as  the  others,  open  intotheChapel; 
the  firfl,  for  Felons  and  Convicts,  with 
, 6ighi  lleeping-cells,  the  lecond  for  Houle 
of  Correciiou  prifoners,  with  eight  llcep- 
ing-cells,  and  the  third  has  two  ftore- 
ifootns,  and  two  rooms  with  boarded 
floors,  14  feel  8 by  10  feet  6,  and 

9 feef  8 inches  high,  witli  fire-pla- 
ces and  glazed  windows,  fet  apart  for 
Infirmaries  ; and  at  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing is  an  alarm-bell. 

Criminal  prifoners  have  32  fleeping- 
Cells,  9 feet  4 inches  by  6 feet  9>  ^tnd 

10  hish,  light,  airy,  and  clean,  fitted  up 
with  iron  bedlieads,  firaw  beds,  two 


blankets  and  a coverlit.  Each  cell  has 
a double  door,  the  outer  iron-grated, 
the  in  tier  wood.  They  are  Ihaved,  and 
have  clean  linen,  every  week.  For 
the  different  clafles  of  prifoners  there 
are  fix  airy  court-yards,  the  average 
fize  54  feet  by  30,  with  open  wood  pa- 
lifades  about  17  feet  dillant  from  the 
boundary  wall ; a pump  in  every  court, 
and  the  whole  prifon  well  fupplied  with 
water.  Tranfports  have  not  the  king’s 
allowance  of  2 s.  6 d.  per  week. 

Bedford  Town  Gaol  is  fituated  near 
that  for  the  County  ; James  Cajileman, 
Gaoler, — he  is  Mace-bearer  ; falary, 
none;  fees,  none.  Surgeon,  from  the 
town  if  wanted.  Allowance,  a half- 
quartern  loaf  per  day.  Remarks  : There 
is  a houle  for  the  Keeper,  and  two 
court-yards  ; one  for  men,  the  other 
for  women,  each  38  feet  by  14.  A 
day-room  with  a fire-place  opens  into 
each  court,  which  has  likewife  two 
lleeping-cells,  10  feet  by  6 feet  4 inches, 
and  eleven  feet  high  to  the  crown  of 
the  arch  ; the  wood  bed  (lead  is  made  to 
hold  three  perfons,  and  to  each  loofe 
draw  and  a blanket  is  allowed ; over 
the  door  of  the  lleeping-cells  there  is 
a!n  iron-grated  aperture,  18  inches  by^ 
10.  A bufliel  of  coals  per  week  is  al- 
lowed to  both  day-rooms,  from  Mi- 
chaelmas to  Lady-day.  No  employ- 
ment. Neither  the  a6t  for  prefervation 
of  health,  nor  the  claules  againfi  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors,  hung  up.  Prifoners  111 
September  1807,  rtone. 

My  dear  Friend, 

The  account  of  this  excellent  County 
Gaol  will  nO  doubt  be  very  pleading  to 
you  ; but,  as  a fmall  furn  of  money  given 
to  each  prifouer  on  difcharge,  accord- 
ing to  the  diftance  he  is  from  home  or 
from  his  friends,  might  prevent  necef- 
fity  becoming  imperious,  and  immedi- 
ate recurrence  to  thofe  a6ls  which 
brought  him  there  ; I cannot  but  regret 
a total  inattention  here  to  this  (in  riiy 
opinion)  mofl  important  article  iri 
Piilim  polity. 

1 am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly,  James  NeIld^; 

Bedford,  2d  Sept,  1807, 


Nichols  and  So-.v,  Printers Red  Lion  Fleet  StteeU 
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LETTER  XLVII.  'ON  PRISONS. 


“ Redire,  cum  pcrit,  nescit  pudor Seneca. 


The  following  History  of  the  Pri- 
sons in  Wiltshire  is  so  copious  in 
lappropriate  remarks,  as  almost  to  render 
•superfluous  any  additional  observations 
flfrom  my  pen  : but  I cannot  well  refrain 
•from  noticing  the  prevalent  shameless 
iinattention,  in  allowing  the  prisoners  of 
leach  sex,  and  those  of  different  degrees 
lofcriminality,  to  associate  together,  in  a 
(manner  calculated  to  destroy  every  mo- 
Tal  sentiment  of  decency,  and  to  render 
mnore  corrupt  those  who  enter  such 
receptacles  of  depravity.  This,  however, 
;is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  the  Gaol  of 
^.Salkhunj  is  seldom  visited  hy  the  Ma~ 
igistrates.  This  City  claims  the  resi- 
idence  of  many  of  the  Clergy.  How- 
!often  impressively,  and  with  tenderness, 
Idoes  the  Author  of  the  Christian  Reli- 
igion  recommend  to  his  followers,  to 
tvisit  the  Prisoner  as  the  reasonable  ex- 
ercise of  true  piety!  J.  C.  Letts om. 

Devizes,  Wiltshire,  Town  Gaol  and 
-County  Bridewell.  Gaoler,  Joseph 
[Draper.  Salary,  100/.  see  theRemarks. 
'Fees,  none. — Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Led~ 
idiard.  Duty,  every  Sunday.  Salary, 
1201. — Surgeon,  Mr.  Gihhs.  Salary,  15/. 
•^Number  of  Prisoners ; 1801,  Dec.  15, 
debtors,  41  felons,  &c.  I lunatick, 
11804,  July  27,  no  debtors,  2g  felons. 
iScc.  1806,  Oct.  15,  2 debtors,  22  fe- 
dons,  &c. — Allowance  to  debtors,  none, 
•unless  certificated  as  paupers.  To  felons, 
ike.  one  pound  12  ounces  of  best 
■•wheaten  bread,  in  loaves  to  that  amount 
from  the  baker’s,  and  which  I have  al- 
:ways  found  of  full  weight. 

Remarks. — ^The  debtors  sent  to  this 
^Prison  are  committed  by  the  Court  of 
IRequests  for  the  adjacent  Plundreds  of 
" Bradford,  Melksham,  and  Whorlsdown. 

I The  expence  attendant  upon  their  com- 
fmitment  sometimes  becomes  highly  ag- 
gravated, frequently  exceeds  the  original 
debt,  and  is  such  as  almost  to  preclude 
|the  possibility  of  a compromise.  One  of 
• the  commitments  which  I copied  in 
0801,  was  as  follows  : “ Debt,  10^.  6d. 

E costs,  l5.  Qc/.  additional  costs,  \\d." 

. And  the  further  charge,  if  the  defendant 


be  carried  to  prison  from  Caine,  which  is 
only  seven  miles  distant,  105.  6d.  Now, 
as  debtors  of  this  description  are  never 
enabled  to  pay  the  original  debt,  and' 
costs,  and  charges,  they  must  suffer  con- 
finement for  20  or  40  days,  as  prescribed 
by  the  Act,  to  the  injury  of  health,  or 
the  destruction  of  morals.  They  are 
not  here,  as  in  many  county  goals,  con- 
fined amongst  other  debtors  ; they 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  sent  to  Bride- 
wells ; but  so  long  as  this  system  of  im- 
prisonment is  cruelly  permitted,  they 
should  be  sent  either  to  the  county 
gaols,  or  to  one  purposely  built,  with  an 
allowance  of  proper  society,  of  food, 
and  bedding.  Here  is  no  separate  ward 
or  court-yard  for  debtors,  who  therefore 
must  associate  (if  at  all)  with  ‘felons 
and  criminal  offenders.  At  my  last 
visit,  in  October  1806,  several  in  the 
women’s  ward  appeared  to  be  of  the 
most  lewd,  profligate,  and  abandoned 
sort;  yet,  confined  to  such  association, 
I found  a poo*  hard-working  woman 
debtor,  and  a nan  who  had  be^n  com- 
mitted hither  from  the  Court  of  Re- 
quests, and  lived  in  common  with  the 
criminals.  In  this  Prison  are  six  court- 
yards. The  principal  or  felons’  is  38 
feet  by  30.  I’heir  day-room  18  feet  by 
1 7,  and  7 feet  high,  lighted  by  one  iron- 
grated  window.  Over  this,  their  sleep- 
ing-room of  the  same  size,  7 feet  6 inches 
high,  with  a chimney  and  ventilator, 
and  good  beds  and  bedding  furnished  by 
the  keeper  at  25.  and  l5.  6d.  each  per 
week.  On  a level  with  the  felons’  day- 
room  is  a work-room  26i  feet  by  14, 
and  7 feet  high,  with  three  iron-grated 
windows  : the  flooi'  is  excavated,  and 
contains  two  hemp-blocks.  Over  this 
is  their  night-room,  of  equal  size,  6 feet 
9 inches  high  ; also  with  three  iron- 
grated  windows,  inside  shutters,  and 
two  ventilators,  and  containing  14  beds. 
From  this  court-yard  you  enter  into  a 
lobby,  21  feet  by  10,  and  9 feetGmches 
high,  leading  to  12  cells,  six  on  each 
side  of  a passage,  five  feet  wide.  Ihc 
cells  are  10  feet  by  7?  lighted  by  an 


•*  When  Modesty  is  ooce  extinguished,  it  knows  not  a return. 
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* /on-grated  window;  and  each  fitted  up 
with  two  ventilators,  a crib  bedstead, 
stravv-in-canvas  bed,  and  one  blanket. 
These  cells  are  encircled  by  a narrow 
court-yard. 

Adjoining  to  the  vt^omen  felons’  ward 
is  a court-yard  of  50  feet  by  20,  and  a 
dav-rooin  21  feet  by  1 6 feet  9 Inches, 
atid  7 feel  2 inches  high.  In  this  ward 
were  nine  women  and  two  children 
condn  ed.  Above  it  is  their  sleeping- 
room,  of  the  same  size,  with  two  iron- 
grated  windows,  five  beds,  and  a chim- 
nev-piece.  The  Infirmary,  22  feet  6 
inches  by  l6  feet,  and  7 feet  4 inches 
high,  consists  of  two  rooms  above  each 
otlicr  ; the  higher  one,  wdth  a boarded 
floor,  appropriated  to  the  women,  the 
other  stone-floored,  assigned  for  the 
men  : they  have  each  a fire-place,  with 
two  iron-grated  glazed  windows,  and 
are  well  ventilated.  In  the  men’s  in- 
firmary was  one  poor  lunatick  ; the  in- 
firmary court-yard  is  23  feet  by  27. 
The  court-yard  belonging  to  those  com- 
mitted for  misdemeanors  is  38  feet  by 
32,  and  has  two  hemp-blocks  placed 
under  the  arcades.  Their  day-room, 
38  feet  by  l6,  and  7 feet  6 inches  high. 
lSleepin_u;-room  25  feet  by  l6,  and  of 
the  same  height  as  the  former  ; each 
having  three  iron-grated  windows  and 
two  ventilators.  The  Chapel  is  small 
and  neat  : the  women  have  a separate 
gallery  to  themselves,  opposite  the  pul- 
pit. There  is  a day-room  in  every 
court-yard,  with  fire-place  in  each,  hut 
no  fuel  allotted.  The  sleeping-cells 
are  well  ventilated,  and  fitted  up  with 
a wooden  bedstead,  straw  in  sacking 
case,  and  a blanket  each,  for  every  pri- 
soner, laid  on  the  boarded  floors.  Not- 
withstanding the  work-rooms  and 
hemp-blocks,  here  is  seldom  any  em- 
ployment in  this  prison  ; yet  the  keeper 
told  me  he  had  at  one  time  64  pri- 
soners under  his  care.  If  they  can  pro- 
cure work,  they  receive  half  of  their 
earnings,  and  the  (lounty  has  the 
other  half,  deducting  only  one  penny 
in  every  shilling,  ^which  is  allotted  to 
the  keeper  for  his  trouble.  Out  of  his 
salary  of  \ 00 1.  per  annum , the  keeper 
furtjishes  conveyance  of  all  prisoners  to 
and  from  the  Quarter  Sessions.  These 
are  held  successively,  at  the  Devizes  in 
January,  Salisbury  in  April,  War- 
minster in  July,  and  Marlborough  in 
October.  Also  conveyance  to  the  As- 
sizes,,Jield  at  Salisbury  in  March  and 
July.  At  the  Summer  Assizes  in  1801, 
tiie  number  of  prisoners  conveyed  by 


hing  out  of  his  salary  amounted  to 
tidenty-six.  He  likewise,  from  the 
same,  provides  straw,  mops,  brooms, 
pails,  and  brushes,  for  lodging  the  pri- 
soners and  keeping  the  gaol  clean  ; 
and  he  has  no  allowance  for  a turnkey. 

His  expenditures  in  1803  were,  I 
understand,  as  follows ; L.  s.  d. 
At  the  Lent  Assize  - - 8 1 6 
Easter  Sessions  - - - 9 9 0 
Trinity  Sessions  - - - 9 10 

Summer  Assize  - - - - 5 16  6 

Michaelmas  Sesions  - - 6 6 0 

Christmas  Sessions  at  De-  ‘ 
vizes,  and  for  turnkey, 
straw,  mops,  &c.  - 36  0 0 

75  3 6 

Leaving  a clear  salary  of  only  24  16  6 

L.lOO  0 0 

The  Corporation  provides  no  bedding  i 
for  debtors,  nor  is  any  fuel  allowed 
even  in  winter. 

Of  the  six  court-yards,  that  only  1 
which  is  for  the  felons  can  be  viewed 
by  the  keeper  from  his  windows.  The 
area  of  one  of  them  is  nearly  occupied 
by  sleeping-cells.  Each  court-yard  has 
a sewer,  and  water,  The  prison  is 
white-washed  once  a year.  Here  is  a 
bath  of  stone,  with  a boiler  for  sup- 
plying  water  warm  or  cold.  An  oven 
also  is  provided  for  purifying  the  pri- 
soners’ cloaths  : but,  according  to  the 
keeper's  account,  it  has  never  been 
used.  No  rules  and  orders.  The  Act 
for  preserving  Health  is  printed,  but 
not  hung  up  ; but  the  Clauses  against 
the  use  of  Spirituous  Liquors  are, 

A palisaded  fence  was  wanted  before 
the  back-door  of  the  keeper’s  house. 

If  a latticed  partition  and  door  were 
made  in  the  criminals’  court,  about 
six  feet  from  the  keeper’s  door,  it  would 
prevent  prisoners  from  rushing  out,  of 
which,  as  he  told  me,  he  was  some- 
times afraid.  As  this  ill-constructed 
building,  however,  is  expected  to  be 
taken  down,  and  ground  is  purchased 
to  erect  a new  one  in  a better  situation, 
a more  ample  description  of  every 
particular  is  needless. 

Salisbury  County  Gaol,  and  Bride- 
well. Keeper,  formerly  James  Waight> 
now  Jol/n  mills  ; salary,  150/.  Fees, 
as  pe/'Table;  besides  which  the  Under- 
sherifl’  demands  6s.  8d.  for  his  Zz- 
hcrate  ! Garnish  for  debtors  on  the 
jVIaster’s  side,  2s.  Common  side,  I5. — 
Chaplain,  late  Rev.  John  Malham,  now 
lieu.  Mr^  Harrison.  Duty,  Sunday, 
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prayers  and  sermon  ; salary  50/.  (see 
Kemarks.) — Surgeon,  heretofore  Mr. 
Still,  now  Mr.  Fisher.  Salary  21/. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  in 
the  last  6 or  7 years  : debtors,  14  ; 
felons,  l6 ; petty  offenders,  6.  x\l- 
lowance  (see  Remarks),  formerly  to 
debtors,  none;  but  in  1804  the  Ma- 
gistrates humanely  granted  to  the  poor 
or  common  side  1 ilb.  of  bread  each 
per  day,  and  at  Easter  Sessions  in- 
creased it  to  l|lb.  It  is  sent  in  loaves 
to  that  amount  from  the  baker’s,  and  1 
found  them  full  weight.  Felons  and 
petty  offenders  have  a loaf  daily  of  best 
wheaten  bread,  weight  lib.  10  oz. 

Remarks. — The  prison  of  this  City, 
called  Fisherton  Anger  Gaoly  takes  its 
name  from  the  parish  in  which  it 
stands,  near  a fine  stream  ; and  is  also 
one  of  the  County  Bridewells.  On  the 
outer  gate,  towards  the  street,  is  painted. 
Fray  remember  the  poor  Debtors'  box. 
Their  court-yard,  which  is  separated 
from  that  of  the  felons  by  a double- 
iron  palisade  (placed  at  such  a distance 
as  to  prevent  their  conversing  with  each 
other)  is  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of 
the  debtors’  playing  at  tennis,  fives,  &c. 
There  is  no  day-room  either  for  them 
or  felons,  but  two  might  very  conve- 
niently be  made  where  the  cart-house 
and  stables  now  stand. 

For  Master’s-side  debtors  there  are 
four  rooms  in  the  keeper’s  house ; one 
of  which,  17  feet  square,  has  a fire- 
place in  it,  and  four  beds  at  2^.  Qd. 
per  week  ; two  sleep  in  a bed.  If  any 
debtor  has  a room  and  bed  to  himself, 
he  pays  bs-  per  week'.  Common  side 
debtors  have  only  one  room  to  eat  and 
sleep  in;  size,  20  feet  by  l6;  formerly 
without  bedding,  or  even  straw  ; but 
in  1804  the  County  kindly  allowed  a 
straw-in-canvas  bed,  and  two  blankets, 
to  every  poor  debtor  gratis.  There  is 
a fire-place,  but  no  firing  alloived : 
the  room  was  extremely  dirty,  not 
having  been  white-washed  for  many 
years.  Over  this  are  two  rooms  (lo 
which  the  ascent  is  by  a stone  staircase 
from  the  court-yard)  set  apart  for  in- 
firmaries ; they  also  have  fire-places, 
but  were  equally  dirty  as  the  former, 
and  filled  with  lumber.  In  the  smaller 
one  women-debtors  are  confined.  At 
my  last  visit  in  1807, 1 found  this  room 
clean,  and  a woman  in  it. 

The  felons’  court-yard  is  separated 
from  that  of  the  debtors,  on  one  side 
by  a wall,  and  on  the  other  Iw  pah- 
sades,  as  above  noticed.  It  is  05  feet 


by  34,  and  at  the  upper  end  of  it  are 
four  small  arches,  for  the  prisoners  to 
,stand  under,  if  it  be  rainy  when  they 
are  let  out.  Their  sleeping-wards  are 
close  to  the  river,  and  consist  of  three 
stories  : that  on  the  ground-floor  has 
12  cells,  of  about  10  feet  6 inches  by 
9 feet  6,  and  9 feet  high  to  the  crown 
of  the  arch.  Each  cell  has  two  wooden 
doors,  the  inner  one,  with  an  iron- 
grated  aperture,  of  7 inches  by  4 ; and 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cell  is  an 
iron-grated  window,  with  inside  shut- 
ters. Each  cell  contains  a wooden 
bedstead,  straw-in-sacking  bed,  and 
one  or  two  blankets.  The  floors  are 
of  brick,  and  the  cells  open  into  a nar- 
row passage,  hardly  three  feet  wide. 
The  next  story  contains  16  cells,  and 
the  upper  story  the  same  number.  In 
the  centre  of  each  story  is  a sewer, 
with  a water-pipe  well  supplied,  to 
prevent  its  being  offensive.  On  the 
two  upper  stories  the  turnkeys  have 
their  sleeping-rooms  ; and  at  the  top 
of  the  whole  building  is  an  alarm-bell. 
The  Chapel  is  on  the  debtors’  side  of 
the  prison,  and  has  a pew  for  the 
gaoler,  but  no  gallery.  The  debtors 
are  placed  on  one  side,  the  felons  on 
the  other,  and  the  women  in  the  mid- 
dle ; in  sight  of,  and  almost  close  to 
each  other.  Any  debtor  refusing  to 
attend  Chapel  is  locked  up  during 
divine  service;  and  it  is  the  custom  here  . 
to  lock  up  every  debtor  in  his  room 
from  two  o’clock  on  Sunday  till  four, 
that  the  turnkey  might  go  to  church. 
Since  the  appointment  of  a new  chap- 
lain, the  sacred  service  has  been  regu- 
larly performed.  Previously,  however, 
great  complaints  were  made  of  the  re- 
missness in  this  respect ; which,  ex- 
clusive of  other  considerations,  was 
doubly  cruel,  as  it  deprived  the  pri- 
soners of  wholesome  air,  bv  their  being 
locked  up  the  whole  day.  In  fact, 
this  gaol  has  received  little  improvement 
since  Mr  Howard  visited  it  in  the 
year  1 788  ; and  it  still  retains  all  the 
severities  ofi  the  old  school.  This,  how- 
ever, is  the  less  to  be  wondered  at,  as 
the  gaol  is  seldom  visited  by  the  Magis- 
trates. The  old  keeper  (now  dead) 
paid  no  attention  to  my  renmrks  in  the 
several  visits  I made  for  years  together. 
Security  from  escape  by  main  force 
seemed  to  be  his  chief,  and  indeed  his 
only  object.  At  my  last  visit,  his 
widow  said,  that  during  the  whole 
time  her  husband  kept  th^  gaol,  which, 

I think,  was  2b  years,  tftere  had  not 

been 

1 


I 


4 Mr.  Nelld’s  Remarks  on  Salisbury  GaoL 


been  one  escape."  From  what  I had 
seen  this  did  not  surprize  me  ; but  I 
was  never  able  to  learn  the  number  of 
deaths  within  its  walls  ; nor,  indeed, 
could  I procure  any  book  or  account 
relative  to  it.  There  were  no  Rules  and 
Orders  ; and  it  was  with  niuch  diffi- 
culty that  in  1802  I,  could  make  out 
the  following  useful  document,  which 
is  now  not  legible. 

Table  of  Fees. 

1^.  s.  d. 

For  entering  and  discharging 
every  action,  on  process,  ca- 
pias or  latitat  - - 10  0 

Entering  and  discharging 
of  every  second  action  0 10  0 

Entering  and  discharging 
every  capias  ictlegat.  - 0 10  0 

'I’o  the  under-keeper,  or 
turnkey,  each  action  or  writ  0 1 0 

Felons’  fees  are  abolished.” 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  exa- 
mination made  either  into  receipts  or 
disbursements  in  this  gaol  ; the  whole 
seems  to  rest  with  the  keeper.  I could 
obtain  no  account  of  the  several  monies 
arising  from  donations  Jo  the  prison, 
since  my  visit  in  1802,  to  the  last. 
The  Gaoler  said  they  were  lost,  or 
destroyed.  From  the  only  book  ex- 
tant, 1 copied  as  follows  : 

31st  Dec.  1806'.  Balance 
due  to  the  prisoners  - ISO  2} 
1C07.  Collected  by  the 
turnkey’s  box  - 10  8 0 

Rev.  Dr.  Ekins,  dean  of 
Sarum  - - - 110 

A Lady  unknown  - 110 

Interest  of  Mrs.  Smith’s 
Legacy  - - - 115  0 

Grand  Jury,  Lent  Assize  I 13  6 

Mr.  Beeby,  expences  of  a 
prosecution  - - 110 

John  Paul  Paul,  esq.  High 
Sheriff,  1806  - 5 5 0 

7th  May.  Members  for  the 
county  5/.  5s.  ditto  for 
city  5/.  5s.  - - 10  10  0 

Grand  Jury,  Summer 
Assize  - - . 15  6 


A. 52  0 

Of  the  chaplain’s  salary  of  50/.  twenty 
pounds  per  annum  is  paid  by  Lord 
Weymouth,  as  the  bequest  of  Thomas 
Thynne,  esq.  who  long  since  bound 
for  the  payment  of  it  the  manor  of 
Wrobly  and  Ross,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford.  The  bequ-st  was  recognized 
by  his  Lordship  in  a deed  of  sktlement, 
dated  November  2,  1709.  The  Bishop 


of  Salisbury  sends  every  Christmas 
forty  shillings  worth  of  meat,  and  twenty 
shillings  worth  of  bread.  The  Earl  of 
Pemboke  pavs  a legacy  of  5/.  a year, 
out  of  the  manor  of  Swallow-Cliff  in 
this  county,  part  to  the  chaplain  him- 
self, viz.  a guinea  for  a hat  j and  the  | 
remainder  to  be  by  him  distributed 
amongst  all  descriptions  of  prisoners. 
The  one  pound  fifteen  shillings,  being 
the  interest  of  50/.  left  by  Mrs.  Smith 
of  Salisbury,  is  likewise  divided  amongst 
them.  No  memorial  of  any  legacy  is 
displayed  or  hung  up  in  the  gaol. 
Everv  Christmas  one  of  the  turnkeys 
^es  through  the  city  and  adjacent 
parts  with  the  box  before-mentioned. 
The  collection,  when  I was  there  in 
1802,  amounted  to  9/.  I85.  4t/. ; and  it 
is  regularly  laid  out  by  the  keeper  (as 
he  informed  me)  in  purchasing  meat 
for  the  felons. 

I cannot  close  this  narrative  without 
a few  remarks  on  the  felons'  gaol. 
Their  cells  are  very  damp,  and  the  ^ 
lobbies,  or  passages,  only  three  feet  I 
wide.  Young  novices  in  vice  and  j 
inveterate  offenders,  vagrants,  and  i 
faulty  servants,  are  alike  promiscuously  | 
confined  here ; and  when  let  out  for  | 
airing,  it  is  hut  for  one  hour  only  out  of  I 
the  24.  I happened  to  be  there  during 
that  hour  in  the  wintry  month  of 
January  1 802.  There  was  a heavy  fall 
of  snow,  sleet,  and  rain,  and  it  w’as 
most  extremely  eold  ; and  yet,  upon 
opening  their  door,  the  prisoners  (I7 
elons,  and  7 for  misdemeanours) 
rushed  out  into  the  midst  of  it,  eagerly 
gasping,  as  it  w'ere,  for  a mouthful  of 
fresh  vital  air.  Some  of  them  were 
cruelly  ironed  wdth  a sort  of  fetters 
called  Bolts  and  Sheers  : under  the 
former  of  these  the  prisoner  cannot 
move  cither  foot  four  inches  before  the 
other ; but  the  latter  having  a Joint  in 
the  middle,  he  mav  walk,  though  with 
difficulty,  but  his  feet  both  night  and 
day  are  kept  13  inches  asunder.  I 
saw  here  ?io  proportion  of  punishment 
for  tile  several  offences,  and,  conse- 
quent! v,  no  suitable  distinction  of 
guilt.  A runaway  apprentice,  only  IS 
years  of  age,  was  amongst  those  let  out 
for  air  and  exercise,  and,  like  the  rest, 
associated  with  a number  of  the  worst 
description.  No  county  clothing  is 
yet  allowed  ; and  of  course  I found  the 
prisoners  miserably  ragged  ^and  dirty. 
No  bath  supplied,  although  one  might 
so  easily  be  made  from  the  adjacent 
river  of  fine  water;  no -oven  to  pu- 
rify 


r'-,.  ‘ 1- 

% •' 


^ -v  > 


- .'.v  - ;,uV* 


f.  >ti'K. 

(■■■  ' f^  'i  '■ 


f.  < 


T''.-' 

_WV’  ye 


> . 


tl  •- 


J.. 

P 


- -'-  • , I 


.»» »*.j-  .t  '*  I T 


5'  i^.. 


, ->  • ^ 

f5; 

^ . - . 

‘ v'  -rl-J 


■' 


>T  . il^'  ^ ;-r>.=4*  ■ : sv  i' 

w'.-i*  tk^.; 

• '^*'m  ■ — 

• ^ •»'■  -t  ,.^4  ;- 


ifti' 


Mi 


’ s».-  >1*  , 

, ,^jr•.ie<.  - :' 


>>v 


-j;  ■ *'•%■  ’ ‘ ’^' 


*S|j 

^-  • " .'  , ‘ ;-<v; . .A.-'  . :>.?  ^ ,^a;1 

1 if  . '■-;  < ' Kai{  '•« . ’ -;’|j|||j||r‘'''' 


Kk>  -*' 


J<  / "’/if  ’ 


.1  < 


•%:V,  s 


' ^ \'./^'‘  ■'  A . 


' Vf’<(V 


"4'' 


1^ 


.rv 


^cCv 


SSS-S-  < i-  '- 

‘ -Fi'i  "r"  : ■'.■4'\  '*■•  ' 'u' 

: f<  ..  ■ . ~ . ,..  ,wi:  i.’r  .v.  • 4 


' •■■'■■''"■■  *'''^v' ' wa  • ■■"■■  • I 

•i'? 


>/'  •*•<.' 


' • V.  '.  .i: 


' l'  ' *'‘* 


-■  • ' *1!  ^ W-.  -jr  V .r:  > 'w  ^ 


*K  ■?.^’  '.”',wj' 


5 


Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Marlborough 


hrlfy  infected  or  offensive  a'pparel.  I 
1 lunderstand  the  Earl  of  Radnor  has  de- 
[iterminedto  bring  the  subject  of  clothing 
tibefore  the  next  Quarter  Sessions.  The 
(debtors’  lodgings  are  very  highly 
1 (charged,  at  2s.  Qd.  per  week,  for  two 
I (Sleeping  in  a wretched  old  bed,  destitute 
lof  curtains,  and  four  beds  in  one  room. 
(Since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
;gaoler,  the  Clauses  against  Spirituous 
.Liquors  are  stuck  up,  but  not  the  Sta- 
4tute  for  preserving  the  Health  of  pri- 
.soners.  It  has  given  me  great  plea- 
•sure  to  find  by  the  papers,  that  this 
iiabominable  gaol  is  to  be  presented  as  a 
itnuisance,  and  that  the  County  intend 
cssoon  to  erect  a new  one;  for  vvhose 
tfgovernment  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped 
iithat  good  Rules  and  Orders  will  be  not 
ionly  established,  but  enforced. 

Marlborough,  Wiltshire,  County 
^iBridewell  and  Town  Gaol.  Gaoler, 
ii  William  Alexander . Salary  70/. — Chap- 
jlain.  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker.  Duty,  prav" 
acrs  and  sermon  on  Sundays.  Salary, 
il  20/. -—Surgeons,  Messrs.  Pingkenny 
viand  Morris.  Salary  10/. — Number  of 
ii  prisoners:  1801,  Dec.  13  th,  IQ;  1806, 
[Oct.  l6th,  l6. — Allowance,  one  pound 
i.  12  ounces  of  best  bread  per  day  each, 
Hn  loaves  sent  from  the  baker’s,  which 
i|l  have  regularly  found  to  be  of  full 
^ weight. 

Remarks.— This  prison  was  first 
inhabited  in  1787.  For  men  here  is 
a court-yard  of  72  feet  by  36,  and  two 
ii  day-rooms  on  the  ground-floor,  about 
: 21  feet  by  Q,  with  a fire-place  in  each, 

' two  iron-grated  windows,  and  two 
i sleeping-rooms  above  them  of  the  same 
i|  size.  One  of  these  is  used  as  a Chapel, 

land  has  two  beds  in  it;  the 'other  has 

1 ■ ^ 

i 

I 


six  beds  on  the  floor,  with  straw  in 
sacking  and  one  blanket  each.  For 
women  here  is  also  a court-yard  29  feet 
square ; a day-room  with  fire-place  in 
it  29  feet  by  15  ; and  a room  above  of 
the  same  size,  divided  into  two  for  their 
sleeping-rooms,  each  with  straw-in- 
sacking beds  and  a blanket.  In  1791> 
a new  court-yard  was  added,  and  six 
cells  were  built  over  arcades  in  the  area 
of  it ; each  cell  10  feet  by  6,  and  8 feet 
9 inches  high,  with  an  iron-grated  win- 
dow of  30  inches  by  18,  and  an  aper- 
ture in  each  door  6 inches  by  4 ; venti- 
lated also  by  a circular  grating  in  the 
floor,  and  another  in  the  cieling  of  each. 
These  cells  have  iron-frame  bedsteads, 
with  straw-in-sacking  bed  and  a blan- 
ket each.  A small  stone  trough  is  in 
one  corner,  to  which  water  is  laid  on 
by  a pipe  and  cock.  Three  men  pri- 
soners were  in  these  cells  at  my  visit  in 
1801,  very  ill  of  a typhus  fever ; and, 
what  I could  not  but  think  improper, 
two  were  in  one  cell,  though  several  of 
the  other  cells  had  no  prisoners  at  the 
time.  The  arcades  underneath  are  very 
convenient  for  prisoners  in  wet  weather. 
A large  tub  for  a bath  had  been  usUa% 
placed  there ; but  on  my  visit  in  1800, 
was  judiciously  removed  to  a room 
over  the  women’s  day-room.  There  is 
a sewer  in  every  court-yard,  and  the 
whole  prison  is  well  supplied  with  water, 
and  kept  very  clean.  The  Act  for  preser- 
vation of  Health  not  hung  up  ; Clauses 
so  defaced  as  to  be  scarcely  legible. 
No  employment  provided ; but  when 
any  can  be  procured,  the  prisoners 
who  work  receive  one  half  of  their 
earnings. 

Jamhs  Neild. 
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Mr.  Urban,  '3mninghu?n,  Jan.  4:, 


Having  in  m 
immediately 
lyiie  printed  in  vol. 

[ liave  now  Manser 
.:he  autograph  (see 


possession  a Deed 
connected  with  the 
LXXVir.  p.  1119, 
bed  it,  and  copied 
Plate  I.  p,  193); 


;Df  England,  and  Wa 
.m’ches  of  England  fo 


said  lord  Scrope  as  by 
(is  and  shal  be  graunte 
p’tie  of  contentacion 
sleeping  of  the  said  We 


the  said  lady  Scrope 
ntes  to  content  and 


(paie  to  the  said  Idifc  cr  his  Assign^  s yerely 
(in  redy  money  ffrom  the  deth  of  Thomas 
(lord  Scrope  of  Massai  i late  her  husbande 
(the  su'me  of  CC  m rc.  st’linges  for  all 
tsuche  landes  and  teiftis  late  belonging  the 


the  Kinges  highnes 
to  the  said  Due  in 
f his  Wages  tor  the 
t-m’ches  during  the 


mounage  of  Thomas  low  lord  Scrope  son 
and  heir  of  the  said  late  lord  Scrop  if  so 
be  that  the  said  Due  contynue  still  War- 
deyn  of  the  said  M'thes  during  the  said 


tynie  at  the  t’mes 
Wynter  and  Whitsont 
Also  the  said  lady  Sc 
said  Due  by  these 
mariages,  relieffes,  an 
tto  the  said  landes 
fW.'out  interupcioB  of 


af  Seynt  Martyn  in 
de  by  even  porcions. 
ope  graunteth  to  the 
p'sentes  all  wardes, 
advousons  belonging 
nd  teTtes  pcasibly 
the  said  lady  Scrope 


I during  the  said  tymt . And  if  it  happen 


I the  said  yerely  rent 
(behynde  in  p’t  or  in 
^said  Due  or  his  Assi'. 
E t’mes  aforerehersed 
I wokes,  that  then  t 
;graunteth  by  these  p 
iDuc  or  his  Assignes 
i said  landes  and  teTteSj 


I and  revenuez  therec  f p’ceyve  and  take 


fwlout  any  cont’dicci 


Tandes  and  teTtes  am 
t of  CC  rc.  by  yerc , 
f lady  graunteth  that 
entre  in  to  landes  and 
as  amounceth  the  su 
of  the  said  CC  m*r< 

; therof  take  and  p’cey 
I or  gayensayeng  of  the  . 

) In  Witnesse  wherof  f 


t tares  the  p’ties  above  laid  ent’chaungeably 
1 have  secto  their  seah  i the  day  and  yers 
aboveaaid.” 

Grnt.  Mag.  Mar  :h^  lSC8t 


of  CC  m®  rc.  to  be 
tole  not  paied  to  the 
nes  after  any  of  the 
y the  space  of  sex 
e said  lady  Scrope 
entes  that  the  said 
shall  entre  in  to  the 
and  the  issues. p’fites. 
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which,  with  thc'seil  and  its  surround- 
iing  twist,  is  in  fine  p reservation. 

Yours,  (Xc.  'ViLLiAM  Hamper. 

“ This  Indenture  r lade  at  Middeh’m  the 
iKXvij  day  of  Juyn  tl  e sixtene'  yere  of  the 
aeigue  of  King  Edvvr  rd  the  iiij'^*'  betwene 
the  Right  high  and  ni /ghty  Prince  Richard 
Due  of  Gloucestre  Cc  ustable  and  Admirall 


deyn  of  the  West- 
aneynst  Scotland  on 


the  one  p’tie,  and  I 'ame  Elizabeth  lady 
iScrop  of  Massam  Wc  dewe  on  that  other 
p’tie,  Witnessiih  that 
graunteth  by  these  p’s 


Mr.  Urban, 
riWHISj  Nortl^VV 
JL  the  Keep  of 
Yoilcshire,  (Plate 
the  autumn  of  180(: 
Soutli-Khst,  has  bee 
the  South-West  ang 
small  portion  of  w 
attached  to  it.  In 
right, are  the  remain 
mg  from  the  grand 
the  castle.  I had  an 
fully  into  this  des 
derstanding  that  M 
casionaily  giving  the 
OF  York”  in  your 
to  submit  his  opini 
find  the  neighbourin 
1 shall  decline  all  fai 
Yours,  &c. 


Feh.  14. 


t view  of  l?alf  o( 
Helmsley  Castle, 
P.)  was  taken  in 
The  other  half, 
destroyed.  Near 
e of  the  Keep  is  ^ 
dl.  probably  once 
distance,  to  the 
of  an  avenue  lead- 
te  of  entrance  into 
idea  of  going  more 
ription ; but,  un* 

. J.  C.  who  is  OG" 
“ Present  State 
Tiscellany,  intends 
on  tlie  subject. 
Abbey  of  Rivaux, 
ther  detail. 
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E Clerc’s  Bib- 

ERSELLE  ET  HlS- 


SiJLECTIONS  FROM 
LIOTHEQUE  UnIV 
TORIQEE. No.  HI 

Korte  Ve7'kluringe  in  den  II . Water- 
doop,  Courte  Exp 
time.  Avec  queiq 
le  Bate?ne  des  p 
XJirccht  chez  R. 
pages  106. 

shall  lay  I 
a sketch  of 


efore  our  readers 
the  method  and 
design  of  this  sensible  and  judicious 
treatise 

I.  M.  Verrin,  minister  of  the  Re- 
monstrants at  Utrec  it,  the  author  of 
this  treatise,  after  1:  aving  shewn  that 


tism  has  been  de- 
as  well  as  that 


in  or  impediment  of 


the  sacrament  of  Ba[ 
rived  from  the  Jew; 
of  the  Eucharist,  un  iertakes  to  prove 
that,  in  this  sacred  c nemony,  it  is  not 
the  water  which  is  he  sign^  but  the 
act  of  washing;  ans  , that  the  thi77g 
signijied  is,  properly 
the  Filood  of  Jesus  Cl 
Spirit,  but  the  nezo 
known  tliat  the  Jev-v 


icalio7i  du  S.  Ba- 
nes rennqrques  sur 
Uits  Enfans.  A 
van  Zpil,  1688, 


speaking,  neither 
ri.st,  nor  the  Holy 
birth.  It  is  well 
sh  Proselytes,  af- 


: the  said  lady  or  her  ot  ic’s.  And  if  y«  said  ter  their  baptism,  were  considered  as 


unt  not  to  tne  su  me 
that  than  the  said 
the  said  Due  shall 
teTtes  belonging  her 
ne  that  so  shall  lake 
and  the  revenuez 
fe  w5 out  inl’rupcion 
aid  lady  or  her  offic’s. 
these  n’sent  inden- 


persons  born  anew,  n 
consanguinity  and 
solved  by  that  act. 
Roman  Questions,  r 
the  Greeks,  who  a! 
species  of  new  birtl 
If  persons,  who  had 
die  in  a foreign  lam 
or  if  sick  people,  wh 
despaired  of,  recove 
they  were  considers 


id  the  old  ties  of 
thnity  were  dis- 
Plutarch,  in  his 
lates  a custom  of 

0 represented  a 
by  ail  ablution, 

leeii  supposed  to 
, returned  home; 
)se  lives  had  beea 
ed  tiieir  health  | 

1 as  impure,  and 

excluded 


f 
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excluded  from  social 


they  had  been  wast  ed  like  uew-born 


infants.  Our  author 
^vhat  is  chiefly  signi 


intercourse, 


until 


rious  practices  whic  i 
arise  from  the  inst 


5 position  IS,  that 
led  by  the  baptis- 


and  the  Lord’s  Si  pper.  The  Ana-r 


inal  ceremony  is  tin  new  birth ; nor 
must  it  be  supposed , as  he  observes, 
that,  by  this  hypothesis,  too  contracted 
» view  is  given  of  tho  nature  and  end 
of  tlie  ordinance,  ina  much  as  the  new 
birth  is  a very  coir prehensive  term: 
with  the  idea  of  a ne  v creature,  in  the 
scriptural  sense  of  t le  word,  is  con- 
nected that  of  a ch|d  of  God  and  a 
member  of  his  cliurcfi;  and,  that  such 
a state  evidently  su{  rposes  in  us  re- 
pentance, faith,  holi  less,  a renuncia- 
tion of  the  world,  se  f-denial ; and  on 
the  part  of  God,  theipardon  of  sin,  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  th  ^ holy  spirit,  and 
life  eternal. 

11.  After  these  g meral  considera- 
tions, IM.  Verrin  con1 2s  to  Infant  Bap- 
tism. lie  shews  that  the  custom  which 
prevailed  among  the  j Tews  of  baptizing 
infants  gives  great  w light  to  the  pas- 
sages usually  cited,  from  the  IS'ew 
Testament^  to  confn|e  the  arguments 


baptists  might,  witl 
elude  females  froii 
as  infants  from  bap 
is  no  express  comm 
communicate,  nor 
cord  of  the  Aposth 
women  to  partake 


us  much  interested 
suiting  from  the  de 
other  sex.  But  ou 
that  we  are  not  so  d 


of  the  Mennonites;  a ul  then  he  refers 
to  Vossius,  who,  he  t links,  has  proved 
iucontestibly,  in  his  I ook  on  Baptism, 
that  they  baptized  ini  ants  in  the  primi- 
tive cburcti;  after  w lich  he  proceeds 
to  answer  the  chief  reasons  adduced 


must  necessarily 
tution  of  Baptism 


ecpial  reason,  cx- 
thc  communion, 
ism,  because  there! 
iiid  for  women  to  I 
ly  example  on  re-l 
having  admiltedj 
of  the  Eucharist;! 


and  yet  we  arlmit  t lem  notwithstand- 1 
ing,  because  it  is  evident  that  they  are 


n the  benefits  re- 
ith  of  Christ  as  the 
author  contends,! 
stitute  of  scripture : 
proofs  as  the  Anaba  itists  pretend;  and 
he  brings  forward, 
dence,  the  14tli  ver 
of  1 Corinth.  St 
us,  that  an  unbe 


with  great  conli- 
e of  the  7 th  chap. 
Paul  there  tells 
husband  is 


eving 


sanctilied  by  a be  ieving’  wife ; and, 

Christians  are  holy. 
Scriptures  ascribe 


that  the  children  of 
It  appears,  that  the 


this  fjuulity  to  all  v ho  had  made  pro- 


by  the  modern  Anahr 

1.  They  agree  that 
command  to  baptize 
our  author  replies, 

Command  to  initiate, 
the  Christian  religio  i,  is  a sufficient 
warrant  for  the  praci  ice  of  infant  bap- 
tism; because,  since 
ijistered  tins  sacrame 
of  proselytes,  had 
designed  that  none  sli 
but  adults,  that  is  t( 
pahle  of  rendering  ai 
faith,  he  would  liav 
pressly,  so  us  to  lei 
doubt. 

2.  'i’he  Anabaptist 
docs  not  appear,  by  i 
the  Apostles  over  ha 


ptists. 

there  is  no  formal 
infants;  to  wliicli 
hat  the  general 
by  baptism,  into 


the  Jews  admi- 
it  to  the  children 
( Lir  blessed  Lord 
)uld  be  baptized 
say,  persons  ca- 
uccount  of  their 
marked  it  ex- 
ve  no  room  for 


> tell  us,  that  it 
y example,  that 
itized  infants  ; in 


fession  of  the  Gosp 
that  in  whatever  sc 
and  holiness  arc  to  b 
a right  to  v,  liat  is  ca 
of  saints ; now,  if  tin 
turns  have  this  right, 
case,  us  St.  Paul  tern 
they  ought  not  to 


1 by  baptism,  and 
ise  the  terms  ho!y 
3 taken,  they  gave 
led  the  communion 
children  of  Chris- 
vvhicii  must  be  the 
s tiiem  holy,  surely 
foe  deprived  of  a 


sacrament,  wliich  islno  more  than  an 

^ " " lolincss, 

IMennonites,  it  is 
1 j baptize  infants, 
use  of  reason,  can 


outward  si[ru  of  that 
o.  But,  say  the 
a vain  ceremony 
who,  not  having  the 
neitlicr  exercise  faitSi 


nor  ratify  the  promises  that  are  re- 


quired at  baptism. 


To  this  objection 


our  author  makes  the  following  an- 
swers: 1.  Circumcis  ou  was  a seal  of 


answer  to  which  it  i vay  be  observed, 


that  the  command  ( 
Baptize  all  nations, 
Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
iuiptizing  whole  horn 
it  may  he  added,  th 
torians  do  not  enrer 
detail  of  contempo'rai 
were  universally  kn| 
eised,  nor  do  they 


the  legal  covenant, 
gagement  to  the 
law  of  Moses;  and, 
had  expressly  orduii 
be  administered  to 
the  faith  which  the 


:Uid  a solemn  en- 
iservaiice  of  the 
nevertheless,  God 
ed  that  it  siiould 
infants.  2.  That 
apostles  required. 


even  of  adults,  hefoi  e baptism,  was  no 


more  tiian  a genera 
(dirist  was  the  Mes; 
had  sent  him  into 


f our  l.ord  was, 
aiul  that  in  the 
we  read  of  their 
'holds;  to  which 
.t  the  sacred  his- 
into  the  minute 
' customs,  which 
)wn  and  prac- 
ihc  vu- 


salvatioii.  Accordindy  that  baptism 


specify 


was  no  more  tnan  a 
the  (lispoBition  of  tl 
in  Christ  and  to  re 
and  it  is  evident,  f 
pies  of  baptism,  as  r 
of  the  Apostles,  that 
which  passed  betw 
struelion  and  theit* 


nor 


repentance. 


belief  that  Jesus 
ah,  and  that  God 
he  world  for  our 


outw'ard  mark  of 
mind,  to  believe 
:eive  tus  doctrine ; 
om  various  exain- 
( corded  in  the  Acts 
the  pei  rod  of  time 
en  their  first  in- 
baptisiiJ  was  too 
shofJ. 
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ort  to  have  enable  :1  them  ta  acquire 
oarticular  knou'loci:  ;e  of  all  the  points 
:Christian  doctrine 
13.  That  the  rep 
tht  disciples  of  Chri 


xlaration  of  their 
!e  laws  of  the  Gosp 
don  was  absoltiteiy 
i.rt,  their  false  opii 


;orporation 
:i.essiah.  But  this 


itance  which  the 
t required  of  those 


uom  they  inlroductd  into  the  cliurch 
' baptism,  was  a ge  leral  renunciation 
j their  errors  and  v;  ecs,  and  a sincere 


readiness  to  obey 
That  thisdispo- 
necessary  on  tlieir 
ions  and  their  sin- 


practices  being  thfe  obstacles  to  their 
into  t 


c kingdom  of  the 


,od  might  not  adn  it  into  the  cliurch 


ich  as  had  no  ne 
is  merely  acciden 


attached  to  baptism;  and  if  repen- 
i necessary  adjunct 
all  we  say  of  our 


nice  from  sm  were 
this  rite,  what  s 


sign 


lessed  Loixi’sbaptisi  i?  We  must,  tliere- 
rC)  regard  this  ceremony  as  the 
' a new  birth;  and 
pr  our  Lord,  in  rec 
oprizing  the  work 


we  must  consi- 
eiving  baptism,  as 
that  he  was  no 
I'liger  to  be  viewefl  in  that  relation 
»)  the  Jewish,  whe  rein  his  birth  and 


f 


trcumcision  liad 
die  head  of  a new 
lew  law 

4.  The  last  resoirce  of  the  Menno 


i^ites  is,  that  as  al 
» conduce  to  edit 
u'oint  of  view,  adul 
lave  the  preferenc 
tiis,  our  author 
iven  admitting  this 


'lears  more  edifyin 
ants,  the  reason  is 
are  and  pompous, 
mon,  and  if  the 


latter  would 
^■:ftect  on  the  mu 
IKvery  thing  has  its 
tt  IS  well  known 
i[vOstponed  their  b^i 


'as  no  reason  w 


hy 


id  of  repentance, 
al  that  ttiis  virtue 


need  him,  but  as 
kingdom  and  of  a 


our  doings  ought 
cation  ; so  in  this 
baptism  ought  to 
But,  in  reply  to 
clbserves  : 1.  That 

jretext,  it  is  open- 
ce  of  innovations 


iig  an  endless  sou 
1 religion,  of  schis  us,  and  disputes  in 
ae  church.  2.  Th3  principal  end  of 


aptism  IS  not  to 
lash  of  devotion,  1 
sur  incorporation 
inciety,  and  of  our  i 
i'hich  Jesus  Cdiris 
rtherwise  we  or 
lacrament  as  we  do 
f piety,  prayer,  pr 
inunion,  the  preac 
kc.  3.  If  the  baptism  of  adults  ap- 


h : 


excite  a transient 
ut  to  be  a sign  of 
nto  the  Christian 
ght  to  the  benefits 
hath  purchased ; 
to  reiterate  this 
all  tire  other  helps 


lise,  the  holy  eom- 
ef  the  word. 


ring 


of  111- 


than  that 
because  -it  is  more 
If  it  xvere  com- 
laptism  of  infants 


were  as  rare,  ther  3 is  no  doubt  but 
the  latter  would  |roduce  the  .same 

d as  the  former. 
:ood  and  bad  s-de. 
lat  great  numbers 
tism  iu  the  third; 


\ 


c 


fourtli,  and  fifth  ( 
to  indulgo,  meanwhi 
pensitieSjthinkingth 
Intion  would  efface 
other  hand,  it  is  va 
good  has  resulted' t 
reminding  their  chif 
tismal  engagements, 
lection  of  tlie  prom 
made  in  their  namb 
operated  as  a pow 
duce  them  to  train 
the  way  wiierein 


the  'f 


i 


enturies,  in  order 
e,  their  sinful  pru- 
it  the  baptismal  ab- 
.’ery  stain  ; on  th« 
I known  that  great 
•om  pious  parents 
Iren  of  their  bap- 
and  that  the  recol- 
ses  * they  publicly 
at  baptism,  has 
ful  motive  to  in- 
p tlieir  offspring  in 
should  go. 
JCOTO-BPvITANNUS. 


I.ETTER  XLVm.  ON  PRISONS. 

Scembrook-covrt,  lieh.  22. 
Sunt  adhuc  curie  horninibus  fidss  et  offi- 
ciumf.  Plin.  Epist. 

TRANSMIT  the  following  inter- 
esting account,  inclosed  to  me,  ofa 
well-constructed  Prison,  with  great  plea- 
sure, as  it  must  afford  similar  gratifica- 
tion to  every  humane  reader;  and  the 
more  so,  as  the  internal  management 
appears  to  correspond  with  the  excel- 
lent plan  of  the  edifice.  • 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Winchester. 

Gaoler,  Jo/m  White;  salary,  200/. and 
two  guineas  a year  for  keeping  a check 
account  of  bread  delivered;  garnish  ab- 
olished. Chaplain,  Rev.  IkiichoIaiiWcst- 
com  J;  Duty,  prayei’s  and  sermon  on  Sun- 
day,and  prayers  onVVednesday  and  Fri- 
day; Salary, 701.  for  Gaol  and  Bridew'ell. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Giles  Lyford;  salary  lOOl. 
for  felons,  common-side  debtors,  ami 
bridewell-prisoners. 

Remarks. 

To  prevent  encroachments,  the  ground 
purchased  recently  hy  the  county  ex- 
tends about  twelve  feet  beyond  what 
is  occupied  by  the  gaol.  The  prison  is 
enclosed  on  three  sides  hy  a low  fence 
wall, ten  feet  high;  in  the  centre  ofwhich, 
on  the  East,  or  principal  front,  is  the 
entrance.  This  is  rendered  very  con- 
spicuous by  a noble  and  spjvcious  gate, 
of  tlie  Tuscan  order,  constructed  from 
a dei^ign  of  Vignola,  at  the  Farnese- 
gardens^  g^^te,  or  entrance  into  tlie 
Campo  Vaccini;  and  adorned  with 
iQstic  columns  and  pilasters;  supporting 
a handsome  entablature. 


'*  In  ths  Presbyterian  churches,  at  home 
and  abroad,  parents  are.  the  sponsors. 

f The  offices  of  kindness  and  fidelity  ars 
yet  cultivated  among  nren, , 

OlV 
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On  a tablet  over  the  entrance  is  the 
following  inscriptio/i : 

“ Th'ii  County  Gaol  was  erected  in 
the  forty -fifth  year  or  the  reign  of  his 
Majesty  GEORCtthe  Thir D,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord, 

M,DCCC,V. 

“Moneyprnny,  Architect.” 

At  sixty  feet  distance  on  each  side 
of  the  gate,  are  rustic  piers,  connected 
with  the  gate  by  an  iron  railing,  l iie 
principal  front  of  this  builtiing  is  220 
feet  in  length,  and  is  designed  to  form 
three  advanced  strnctures : the  chief 
entrance  is  in  the  middle  structure,  and 
on  each  side  are  the  public  entrances  to 
tlie  court-yard,  with  rooms  for  the 
turnl^eys  adjoining. 

The  spaces  betvreen  the  advanced 
structures  tire  ornamented  with  niches, 
adorned  in  a style  of  chaste  simplicity, 
and  the  angles  are  embossed  with  rus- 
tic quoins  ; the  parts  of  which  all  are 
composed,  are  large,  few  in  number, 
and  of  a bold  relief,  cliaracteristic  of 
tlie  purpose  of  the  building. 

Ovei'  the  niches  are  moulded  square 
conjjiartrnents,  which  give  a simple  and 
easy  relief  to  the  space,  between  the 
crowning  of  the  niches  and  the  beauti- 
ful Doric  cornice,  which  is  a grand  and 
Striking  object,  iiiiitated  from  the  thea- 
tre of  Marcellas  ajt  Rome,  excepting  in 
tjie  dentil  band,  which  here  remains 
uncut,  and  the  soffit  of  the  corona  is 
divested  of  its  ornaments. 

The  keeper’s  house,  a large  and  con- 
venient dwelling,  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
building,  and  arfords  from  each  floor  an 
entire  communication,  by  arcades,  ail 
round  the  prison,  without  the  necessity 
of  passing  the  courts;  these  arcades  are 
likewise  very  convenient  tor  the  debtors; 
giving  them  an  easy  and  open  coiiirnu- 
nication  to  their  apartments,  and  a 
great  accommodation  in  walking  and 
enjoying  exercise  in  wet  weather. 

The  ascent  to  the  floors  of  these  ar- 
cades, which  are  paved  with  flag-stones, 
is  by  stone  stair-cases,  guarded  by  iron- 
railing. Over  each  arcade,  on  the  mas- 
ter-debtors’ side,  are  six  sleeping-rooms, 
16  feet  square,  and  nearly  11  feet  high; 
and  a kitchen,  or  me3S-room,24  feet  by 
22,  with  a large  fire-place,  dini-ng-tahle, 
shelves,  and  cnpboai'ds  for  provibions. 
They  have  also  two  rooms  on  the 
ground-floor,  of  tlie  same  size;  one  of 
which  is  a day-room,  and  the  other  for 
the  debtor  to  see  his  friends  in.  Tlie 
bed-rooms  are  furnished  with  a wood 


latli-bcdstead,  palliasse,  feather-bedf 
blanket,  sheets,  and  rug,  at  2s.  6d.  pet 
week. 

The  court  for  common-side  debtor,: 
is  separated  from  that  of  the  master’:' 
side  by  an  iron- railing,  and  is  of  cqua 
size,  VIZ.  81  feet  by  74;  they  have  like- 
wise three  floors  of  arcades,  that  lead  tc 
their  sleeping-rooms ; three  of  whicb 
are  on  the  ground-floor  ; three  on  the 
first-story,  with  a mess-room,  tne  sainC' 
as  on  the  master’s  side  ; and  three  on 
the  attic  story,  with  an  infirmary.  Ta 
these  sleeping-rooms,  which  are  tlie 
same  as  those  on  the  master’s  side,  the 
county  allows  a straw-in-sackiag-bed, 
a blanket,  and  coverlet,  gratis. 

In  the  woinen-debtors’  court,  which 
is  80  feet  by  35,  and  situated  on  the 
Soiuli  side  of  the  prison,  are  four  spa- 
cious rooms,  of  like  const  ruction  with 
those  of  the  other  debtors:  one  of  these 
rooms  is  furnished  by  the  keeper,  aC 
25.  6d.  per  week  ; and  the  others  have 
a straw-in-sacking  bed,  blanket,  and. 
coverlet,  at  the  county’s  expence.  Every 
room  has  a bath-stove  grate,  an  iroa 
shovel  and  poker,  and  a coal-box,  which, 
holds  two  bushels;  the  recess  on  each 
side  the  chimney  has  a shelf  18  inches 
wide,  for  placing  their  provisions,  &c. 
All  the  debtors’  rooms  are  boarded, 
with  eacli  a sash  window,  5 feet  6 by 
3 feet  6,  and  a gr.ated  unglazed  aper- 
ture over  the  door,  3 feet  by  1 foot  0. 
This  court  ha.s  no  arcades,  but  a door 
out  of  it  cpmmuuirates  with  the  chapel. 
The  reservoir  is  filled  by  an  hydraulic 
pump,  from  a w ell  of  fine  water  adjoin- 
ing; and  being  judiciously  placed  in  the 
centre  of  the  men-debtors’  courts,  is 
both  convenient  and  ornamental,  form- 
ing an  elegant  arcade  beneath  the  cis- 
tern. 'Within  these  arcades  are  placed 
two  large  stone-troughs,  with  each  a 
jiipe  and  cock,  so  that  the  debtors  may 
enjoy  all  the  use  of  a constant  supply  of 
water,  under  co\'er,  from  the  reservoir. 
Pipes  are  also  laid  on  to  the  keeper’s 
house,  and  to  the  court  for  women- 
debt.u’S. 

The  court  for  female  felons  is  situ- 
ated on  the  North  side  of  the  new  build- 
ings, and  ()f  105  feet  by  45.  On  the 
ground  floor  is  a spacious  day-room,  24 
feet  by  22,  and  nearly  11  feet  high,  with 
iron  grated  and  glazed  windows;  paved 
with  flag-stone;  well  supplied  with  wa- 
ter by  a pipe  and  cock  from  the  re- 
servoir, placed  in  the  men-debtors* 
court;  and  is  fitted  up  with  fire-place, 

benches, 


r 
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ibenches,  table,  and  shelves  18  inches 
wide,  in  each  chimney  recess,  for  pro- 
visions ; and  a water-trough. 

Within  the  court  are  three  floors  of 
:arcades,  containing  three  cells,  or  night- 
rooms  on  each  floor,  of  15  feet  by  7,  and 
.nearly  11  feet  high.  The  ascent  to  the 
upper  rooms  is  by  a stone  stair-case, 

, guarded  by  iron  rails.  These  cells  are 
well  aired  by  grated  apertures  over  the 
'doors  of  3 feet  by  1 foot  6,  without 
'glass;  and  there  is  another  aperture 
ithrongh  each  partition-wall  to  the  stair- 
case, wiiereby  a free  circulation  of  air 
iis  obtained ; and  which,  with  the  spa- 
rciousiiess  of  the  rooms,  cannot  fail,  with 
Itattention,  to  make  this  part  of  the  pri- 
pson  always  healthy.  There  is  also  on 
nthe  upper  flour,  an  infirmary-room,  24 
isfeet  by  22,  with  two  sash-windows, 
aaiid  proper  conveniences  for  sick  per- 
rsons. 

The  male  felons’  apartments  in  this 
aprison,  as  they  stood  in  1807,  were 
►erected  upon  a piece  of  ground  that 
nwas  purchased  in^  tiie  year  1788,  ad- 
tjoining  to  the  old  building.  A lobby, 
(or  passage,  28  feet  long  and  6 feet 
(wide,  leads  to  the  centre  building ; and 
fon  each  side  are  two  courts,  of  about 
(60  feet  bv  35.  On  the  ground  floor  in 
reach  court-yard  is  a day  room,  13  feet 
(Square,  with  fire-place,  table,  benches, 
(shelves,  a water  cock,  and  stone  wash- 
ling  trough;  also  four  sleeping  cells, 
►each  nine  feet  by  six,  lined  with  oak 
tpiaiik,  with  iron-grated  unglazed  win- 
dows, 18  feet  by  14,  and  inside  shht- 
*ters,  m each  of  which  there  is  a pane 
(of  knob-bed -glass. 

In  the  centre  of  the  building,  on  the 
[ground  floor,  is  the  turnkey’s  lodge,  and 
(behind  that  his  sitting  room.  On  the 
fflrst  story  are  24  sleeping  cells,  and 
m room  for  each  of  the  turnkeys, 
► which  commands  a view  of  the  four 
.court  yards.  On  the  second,  or  attic 
(Story,  are  16  sleeping  cells,  and  4 infir- 
i in  ary  rooms. 

The  total  number  of  men  felons’ 
[cells  therefore  is  56,  w'ith  four  day 
(rooms,  and  four  infirmary  rooms.  Each 
reel!  is  9 feet  by  6,  and  fitted  up 
I with  wheat  straw  in  canvas  bed,  2 
E blankets,  a rug,  and  pewter  chamber 
(Utensils:  and  all,  except  those  on  the 
[ground-floor,  open  into  lobbies  4 feet 
(wide. 

The  various  servers  are  placed  at  the 
• end  of  the  several  wings  of  the  prison, 
ton  the  outside  of  tiie  stair-cases,  the 
■ vaults  of  which  are  60  feet  deep.  There 


are  also  pens  adjoining  the  sewers,  for 
ashes,  &c.,  forming  together  little  build- 
ings, equally  useful  and  ornamental. 

The  court  yards  here  are  so  exten- 
sive and  open,  tliat  the  paving  of  them 
entirely  with  flag-stones  is  thought  un- 
necessary; yet,  in  order  that  prisoners 
may  enjoy  the  free  use  of  them,  spaci- 
ous foot-paths  of  stone  are  laid  out  in 
various  directions,  and  the  intermediate 
parts  are  covered  vvith  fine  gravel. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  when  this 
addition  was  made  to  the  prison,  a new 
Chapel  also  was  not  built.  The  pre- 
sent old  one^is  28  feet  by  25,  and  12 
feet  high;  therefore  low  and  inconveni- 
ent. And  although  the  sexes  are  sepa- 
rated in  the  a’ea  of  the  building,  they 
sit  on  benches  or  forins^  very  near  to, 
and  in  full  view  of  each  other. 

Deb  tors  have  the  option  of  attending 
divine  iiervice ; but,  if  they  neglect,  are 
locked  up  in  their  rooms  till  it  is  over. 
The  Kev.  JoAn  Lee,  a Romish  Priest, 
gratuitously  attends  those  prisoners  who 
are  of  the  same  jiersuasion. 

Underneath  the  chapel  is  a large 
store-room  in  which  are  deposited  tlie 
fuel,  &:c,,  granted  for  the  use  of  the  pri- 
soners. 

The  da^y-rooms  have  coals  allowed, 
with  kettles,  and  other  utensils  for  cook- 
ing. Common-side  debtors  have  abouc 
forty  bushels  of  coals  for  winter  con- 
shmption, 

Nu  employment  has  hitherto  been 
provided  by  tiie  County:  but  such  Pri- 
soners as  are  of  handicraft  trades  are 
permitted  to  procure  work  from  witli- 
out,  and  have  the  whole  of  their  earn- 
ings.  _ 

Saint  Cross’s  Hospital  Bread,  called 
the  Bole,  is  a small  Loaf,  given  to  each 
of  the  Prisoners  six  times  a year : viz. 
Eastei-eve,  Whitsun-eve,  May  the  3d, 
August  the  J 0th,  October  the  31st,  ami 
Ghristmas-eve : upon  sending  thither 
the  number  of  Prisoners  in  custody  on 
each  of  those  days,  the  same  number  of 
Loaves  is  put  by,  and  sent  for  the  day 
following. 

I'he  Prisoners  are  obliged  to  wash 
their  hands  and  face  every  morning: 
they  have  clean  linen  once  a week,  and 
are  shaved  twice  weekly. 

Mops,  brooms,  brushes,  soap,  and 
all  other  requisites  for  prison  cleanliness, 
are  provided  for  the  wliole  gaol  by  the 
considerate  Magistrates:  and  every  pri- 
soner must  sw'tep  his  room,  and  wash 
it  daily  ni  Summer,  and  weekly  in  Win- 
ter, 


Here 
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Here  is  no  gaol  uniform  provided ; 
hut  if  a prisoner  be  ragged  or  bltliy  in 
apparel,  he  is  furnisiied  with  suitable 
clothing,  A large  tub  is  ready  for  a 
bath. 

AH  prisoners  are  prudently  (tis- 
chargerl  in  a_ morning,  and  have  money 
given  them,  according  to  tlie  distance 
from  their  respective  Ik  mes. 

The  worthy  keeper  is  humane,  intel- 
ligent, and  attentive;  and  the  prison 
remarkably  clean.  , 

Through  tile  exertions  of  that  active 
and  excellent  magistrate,  Sir  Henry  St. 
John  jMiidmay'^,  Bart.,  M.P.  for  the 
co^mty,  a fund  has  been  establislied 
here,  for  the  relief  oi’ those  poor  debtors 
who  are  unable  to  sue  for  Ihcir  six-pen- 
ces,  supersedeas,  &c.,  and  likewise  to 
give  some  tompoi  ary  assistance,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  go,  to  their  respective 
homes.  If  similar  institutions  were 
established  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  it  would  be  productive  of  infi- 
nite good:  in  Wales  particularly  so, 
where  many  poor  debtors  are  confined 
for  three  or  four  pounds,  and  the  ex- 
pence of  suing  for  their  aliment  is 
greater  than  the  original  debt. 

Number  of  debtors  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1807,  Twenty-three,  and  felons, 
Nc.  Eighteen. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I sliull  make  no  a[)ology  for  tiespnss- 
ing  on  your  patience  by  this  long  nar- 
riilive,  because  I know  it  must  be  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  pleasure 
you  will  receive  iu  the  perusal.  Adieu, 
li ours  truly,  JauesXuild. 

DqcLoi'  Letfsom,  Londi  a. 


Mr.  Urban, 

JHAD  jur.t  read 
youi'  ingenious 
Thile  and  Taprobc 
v\  hen  I took  up  the 
Ion  by  the  Revere 
who,  in  bis  first eba 
discussion  whelhei 
name  given  to  (A 
Tie  is  inclined,  I 
opinion  ; and  1 woi 
x’arious  reasons  for 
confess,  seem  to  cai 


{ 1 


* My  worthy  trien 
in  an  examination  anc 

It 


convicts  in  Pertsmou 
bcurs,  drawn  up  16 
wiiom  it  will  give  gr 
fctined,  that  since  the 
adopted,  the  convicts  are,  i 
more  healthy  ani  com  brtable. 


F(h.  13. 
the  ol  serrations  of 
ebrfespondent  on  the 
ne  of  the  Antients, 
)escripiion  of  Cev- 
ul  limes  Cordiner, 
)ler,  enter's  into  the 
'Vaprohanc  v^as  the 
ylon,  or  Suniatra. 

nk,  to  the  former 
d refer  T.  R.  to  his 
so  doing,  v\lnrl),  I 
ry  conviction,  ',1'lie 


i,  and  able  coadjutor 
report  of  the  state  of 
1 and  Langston  Har- 
darch,  1802;  and  to 
at  pleasure  to  he  in- 
new  system  has  beyn 


circnm-Stance  indecfl 
Cey  loir  still  bearing 
in  the  Cingalese  Ian 
borne  from' the  rem 
of  Tapoboii  in  the  S 
having  nearly  the 
and  implying  the  Ik 
prayer)';  and  tlie  gr 
lalte.rword  to  Tapn 
ly  induce  us  to  per; 
received  hypothesis. 

After  all,  may  it  i 
in  the  infancy  of  th 
galion  and  Geogi 
islands  of  Ceylon  an 
been  described  und 
The  intercourse  wit 
Asia  was  then  by  i 
one  set  of  naviitutoi 
vered  Ceylon ; anot 
when  their  accoun 
tbevmitiht  have  bee 
similarity  which  wc 
between  them  (for 
both  islands, iu  poin 
scape,  is  described 


of  the  island  of 
he  name  of  Famca 
O-iage,  which  it  lias 
test  antiquity,  and 
nscrit,  both  words 
same  signification, 
ly  land  (or  land  of 
at  similarity  of  this 
must  certain- 
ibt  iu  the  generally 


s 


the  same),  to  think 
sited  the  same  place 
in  question  were  cer 
Antients:  for,  how 
suppose  the  land  of 
have  extended,  we 
that  it  ever  existed  v 
through  it  as  dese 
Ptolemy  therefore  iv 
Sumatra,  and  Stralfi 
should  it  happen  orh 
the  two  islands,  and 
tJiough  by  M.  D’A 
“ Orbis  Veteribus*  i 
called  Gabadii  Inst 
to  discover  any  au 


him.  Miglit  not  G 

O 

Java } 


Mr.E^F.RAN, 


ol  your  correspi 
your  last  volume,  en 
son  between  that  pi 
Bultvrjlpa  Ball,  an 


ot  be  possible  that, 
sciences  of  Navi- 
phy,  both  these 
Sumatra  may  have 
?r  the  same  naiiiei^ 
1 the  continent  of 
means  frequent; 
might  have  disco- 
ler,  .bumatra;  and 
were  compared, 
inclined,  iVoin  the 
uld  have  appeared 
he  general  face  of 
of  beauty  of  land- 
travellers  as  much 
hat  they  had  all  vl- 
Both  the  islands 
ainly  known  to  the 
ver  much  we  may 

Ccvlon  formerly  to 

•/ 

:an  scarcely  fancy 
ith  the  line  passing 
ibed  by  Ptolemv. 
ay  have  referred  to 
to  Ceylon;  how 
u'w  ise  that  we  have 
3ui  one  name.?  for, 
ivillc,  in  bis  map 


b f 


i otus,”  Sumatra  is 
a,  1 am  not  able 
liority  to  support 
badii  Insula  mean 

E.  W. 


Fch.  12. 

AM  somew  bat  si  rprised  to  find  two 
ndents,  p.  098  of' 
or  into  a compari- 
tty  little  trifle  the 
1 an  imitation  of 


n every  respect 


it,  styled  the  Feucckk  at  Heme;  and 
still  more  at  their  endeavours  to  deduce 
a prefeience  iu  favour  of  the  latter: 
when,  upon  a fair  sta.ement  of  circum- 
sranccs,  w e ought  to  forget  the  Bntter-' 
Jh/a  Ball,  in  order  t ) see  the  Peacock 
at  Ho/Me  to  advantog 

I am,  Mr.  Urlnin, Ian  old  follow  like 
yourself:  it  is- tbcrelole  a vain  attempt 
to  influence  my  jndjment,  by  (elling 
me  that  the  Pmcock^t,,lloi:te  was  writ- 
ten 


I 

1 


1808.]  ^'Peacock  at  HomeP — Ornithologicul  Anecdotes.  *XQJ 


len  by  a lady.  If  a la 
'.lerseir  ol  her  sex,  let 


iy  wishes  to  avail 
ler  go  to  tea  par- 


lies,  and  shew  herself  i|  a drawingrootn; 

neetiusis,  wliere 
ency,  they  will, 
wed  to  lier;  but 
videly  difterent, 
pretensions  to 
ablick  of  letters, 
epublick  regulate 


lit  bails,  and  other 
compliments  are  cur 
I' ad  ought  to  be  alh 
;;ircumstance5  are 
Ivhen  she  extends  h^r 
Di'omotion  in  the  re 
The  members  of  this 


iheir  concerns  by  stqrn  maxims;  and 

rit  from  a female 
over-rated,  as 


^^hough  a work  of  me 
‘pen  may  perhaps 
.hatching  tlie  judges  In 
ipad  performance  will 
;i;hat  account;  and 
liny  account  is  but  C( 

Mabour  of  composition 
plication. 

Tw'o  writers,  whom,  like  John  Doe 
ind  Richard  Roe,  so 


foiirts  of  Westminst  r hall,  I shall  de- 


;;iignate  by  D.  and  R. 
itpecies  of  composit 
iretty  little  poem,  t 


surprise,  yet  no 
gain  currency  on 
niere  toleration  on 
Id  amends  for  the 
; now  for  the  ap- 


thein  ; and  even  i 
dious  explanatio 
the  story  engagii 
Here,  therefore,  t i 
superiority  has  be 
absurdity.  Tlie 
that  the  Peacock 
to,  is  that  of  bei 
constructed  on  a 
and  its  being  amu 
a Lady  can  serve 
than  perhaps  to  si 
had  been  otherwi^ 
Yours 


o 

ccc 


they  oould,  such  te- 
s would  not  render 
g to  juvenile  minds, 
e strained  attempt  at 
rayed  the  writer  into 
utmost  praise  then 
at  Home  is  entitled 
ig  a tolerable  poem, 
second-hand  mo^el ; 
unced  as  the  work  of 
no  better  purpose 
gest  a wish  that  she 
employed. 

OCISDLEIEN-SIS. 


Mr.  LlRBAisr, 

A BDXJT  six  ye 
xard  {Falco  2 
caught  in  the  pa 
Chichester  at  Pi 


well  known  in  the  place,  and  brougli ; to  tlie  house  of  Mr, 


attempt  the  same 
ion  : li.  wrote  a 
amuse  his  chll- 


.larvis,  ad'anner  o 
it  was  completely 
suffered  to  go  at 


mises,  aud  a wooc 


Lichfield,  Feb.  2. 
rs  ago,  a young  buz- 
iiteo  ofLinnasus)  was 
k of  Lord  Spencer 
herwick,  near  this 


Wittington.  After 
lomesticated,  it  was 
irge  about  the  pre- 
box was  made,  and 


1,  to  which  it  used 


tlren ; interesting  by!  the  simplicity  of  put  in  the  gardei 
•ts  construction,  and  iveli  adapted  to  in-  to  retire.  The  fu  lowing  year  it  made 
cintine  apprebensiona:  it  met,  of  course,  a nest,  and  laid  two  eggs  in  this  box^ 

and  sat  them  with  great  patience,  but 
they  w^ere  unprolil  c.  The  year  follow- 
ing it  made  anot  ler  nest  in  the  box. 


brith  general  appiaus| 
unatenes  hold  of  tli 
j.n  imitation,  evidenj 
jliose,  of  surpassing 
iDurloin  and-  work 


D.  upon  this, 
idea,  aud  writes 
ly  with  the  pnr- 
he  original.  To 
on  another  man’s 


ideas,  in  order  to  rivtl  him,  is  generally 
tlcemed  a servile  kiijd  of  proceedin 


to  7 


and  argues  somethiig  invidious  in  the 


Unotive:  we  therefi 
[lucceeds,  as  in 
ifught  not.  To  ext 
iDfcfore  us : 

R.  framed  a ligh 
Ipgue,  in  which  he 
hers  familiar  to  chi' 
nefore  their  observ 


;e  find  it  seldom 
tvJth  and  justice  it 
nine  the  instance 

entertaining  apo- 
|n  trod  need  charac- 
len,  because  daily 
tion.  The  imita- 


and  the  farmer  tal 
four  hen’s  eggs, 
hatched,  and  has 
since  hatched  and 
chicken.  Alter  tin 
it  seems  to  have  al 


ing  the  hint,  put  in 
wliicb  tlie  buzzard 
regularly  every  year 
reared  tluee  or  ibur 
young  are  excluded, 
the  cares  of  a mo- 


greatest 


vigik 


the 
the 

sions,  it  will  scare 
the  garden,  and  h 
animals,  are  attac 


and  feeds  an  1 defends  them  with 


ncc  ; on  these  occa- 
! admit  any  one  into 
ifds,  dogs,  and  other 
id  without  mercy. 


If  meat  is  throwm  down,  it  will  seize  it, 


for,  conscious  of  thetnei  it  of  the  piece, 

'iut  not  perceiving  tllat  it  depended  on 

lhe  simplicity  of  thej  materials,  endea-  the  same  notes  of  i omplacency,  as  they 


and  tear  it  into 
chicken,  which 
noise  with  as  mud 


; mall  pieces  for  the 
rlteiul  his  screaming 
1 avidity. 


aud  with 


poured  to 
Ishment. 


impiove 

Hence, 


lhe  plan  by  erabeb 
recourse  was  had 


rb  books  of  ornitholo|y,  to  select  a more 
Respectable  companl? ; aud  hence,  a 
htrange  congregationlis  formed  of  birds, 
imny  of  tliein  not  oily  strangers  to  us, 
but  to  each  other.  iVe  find  the  casso- 
wary, flamingo,  Lnyldr-bird  (cucuhis  in- 
I'ica^or),  ptarmigan, iider-duck,  grouse, 


wmuld  the  clacking 
ther.  It  also  hovi 
a hen. 

At  the  same  hdnse  tb.ere  is  another 


very  singular  circ 
bred  between  the  A 
duck  (probably  a 
a considerable  he 
and  perches  am 


hough,  panting,  trumpeter,  widow  (or  seems  to  court  tin  ir  society  aud  affect 


diydah)  bird,  heron, kkc.  Now, though 
bis  goodly  assemblaLe  may  show  the 
llxtentofthc  writer’s  leadim;:  so  remote 
■re  they  from  the  knolvledge  of  children, 
||:iat  not  many  of  the*’  parents  will  be 
luahfied  to  satisfy  inlUiries  coucerning 


of  their  natural  mo- 
rs them  the  same  as 


rnstance.  A duck 
uscovy  and  common 
Hybred  bird)  flies 
ght  every  evening, 
the  fowls,  and 


ig 


tlieir  manners  all 
vvill.percli  on  a g 
fowls,  and  not  unf 
knowm  to  ffy  up 
perch  with  them. 


day;  frequently  he 
ite  or  rail,  with  the 
equently  has  been 
j a tree  and  there 
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Mr.  Turban,  WniriVn^hainy  March  3. 


rf^HOUGH  much, 


Jt  has  been  already 
Ma  gazine  respecting 
i.lKS.  yetJ  cannot  i 
cribing  u few  lines  ft 
poem  on  the  f'cstiva  s oh  the  church, 
(which  by  the  kindac  5S  of  a friend  b 
now  in  my  possesslor 
will,  1 conceive,  elu 
of  antiquarian  conti 
than  any  conjectures 
1;hjurs,  W 


perhaps  enough, 
said  in  your 


by  a simple  indicajion  of  the^^  origin 
or  compobition. 

Chemistry  iias  aff  )rded  a striking  ex-* 


the  monogram  of 
frain  from  trans- 
»ni  an  antieut  MS 


,)  as  the  extract 


ample  of 
principle. 


advantag 
tlie  nev 


:idate  this  subject  ptest  ellect 


which  was  adopte  1 luiiidst  wavering 

lion  of  those  who 
ated  in  the  science, 
have  had  the  hap- 


opmions,  by  an  u 
were  the  most  celeb 
and  tiieir  exertions 


far  better 


iversy 
lof 

iLLiAM  Hamper. 


yy 


rv  doth  devyse, 
iwith  anone, 
m circunicyse, 
chone, 
ir  y?  agone, 
and  sayde  afore 
e was  bore. 


vvorthyneS5e 
lot  be  descryved, 
lie  with  rudenesse, 
;noraunce  so  gyved, 
m deprived, 
in  any  maner  w'yse, 
g hygh  empryse. 

two  stanzas,  de- 
this  name  “ that 
wdiich  introduce 


And  furthermore  y st( 

The  same  day  right  for 
In  the  temple  as  they  h 
He  named  was  'Jesus  of 
The  which  name,  long 
Was  of  y®  Angell  tolc 
To  his  moder,  ere  y^ 

But  to  reherce  y®  grete 
Of  this  name  may 
IM  y wittes  bCn  all  so  c 
And  in  the  cliayne  of 
That  I alas  of  conning 
Through  lacke  of  witte 
To  underfonge  so  passi 

Then  follow  thirt 
scribing  the  efhcacy 
bertes  most  desycr, 
this  petition: 

And  Christ  Jesu,  we  pi  ayen  unto  thee. 
Let  thy  name,  whethe 
In  eche  peryll  & eche  a 
Be  our  defense  ayein  our 
To  make  them  stonde  j r 
And  ally*  casten  us  fa 
Make  their  nialyce  me! 

Unto  thy  name,  and 
abacke, 

Ere  they  have  power  to 
spighr, 

And  wicked  spyrites  so 
Let  thj;  holy  rame  drive 
And  in  our  forebede  wHen 
presse, 

Make  us  of  grace  their  inalice  to  oppresse. 


we  ry  de  or  gone, 
versyte, 
mortall  fone, 
yil  as  any  stone, 
ely  to  warrey, 
ely  to  obeye 

make  them  stonde 

werche  their  cruell 

aoryble  & blacke 
hem  out  of  sight, 
we  J.fl.S.  im- 


names  proper  to  he 


term  Gothic,  as  applied  fo  particular 
kinds  of  architecture,  which  being  uni- 
versally acknowledg  ?d  inappropriate, 
renders  such  a nicasu  e necessary. 

The  best  names  aie  such  us  convey 
the  dearest  irlea  ot  tic  objects  named; 
this  is  mwsl  likely  to  ;e  obuiued  eiUrei 


Feb.  11. 

itli  extraordinary 


Mr.  Urban, 

Having  read  v i 

pleasure  theess  tys  o-n  Gothic  Ajk 
cliitccture  published  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
1 was  induced  to  consider  the  diil'erent 
Opinions' of  the  learm  d on  the  name  or 


uhstituted  for  the 


Aiialotiy  defines 
are  requisite  in  the  s 
till  such  a measure 
it  may  not  be  consi 
any  individual  offeri 


Simply  considere  i,  iiidepeiiflent  of 


certain  ornaments  o 
dages,  there  liave  he 
Architecture  prevah 


first  used  by  our  Sa^on  ancestors,  coni- 
fiosed  of  circular  a 'dies,  and  massy 
round  columns,  bei  ig  a distant  imita- 
tion of  the  T'liscan 
Normans,  all  agree, 
the  Saxon  on  an  ei 
therefore  still  the  same,  for  it  is  not  the 


size  of  the  building, 


and  forms  that  con^itule  the  orders; 
if  then  we  call  this  t 
its  origin,  where  can 
The  second 


dies,  and  clustered 


le  Saxon  style  from 
be  the  objection.? 
consists  of  pointed  ar- 
columiis ; and  in 
many  buildings,  like  ^ alisburyCathedral, 
terininaiing  m a pyramid. 

Although  from  tiie  most  reasonable 
supposition  gradual!  ■ and  progressively 
arising  from  the  forn  er;  it  is  neverthe- 


5 derived  from  this 
nomenclature  of 


that  similar  steps 
udy  of  Antiquities; 
akes  place,  1 hope 
ered  presuming  in 
ig  his  opinion. 


additional  appen- 
n but  two  kinds  of 
ut  in  England;  the 


as  to  that  of  the 
t was  no  other  than 
larged  scale:  it  is 


3Ut  the  proportions 


less  a distinct,  entii 


and  original  or- 


der; this  obtained  b;  slow  degrees,  not 
only  in  England,  but 
Europe,  till  in  the 
we  find  it  complete, 
not  so  apparent,  a 
main  with  some  as 
consequently  for  its 
fer  to  its  composi 
Milner  has  judicious 
ted  style. 

This  is  the  only  a 
any  just  claim  too: 
tion  since  the  Grec 
should  it  not  be  nan 


in  various  parts  of  ‘I 
diirteenth  century 
In  this  the  origin  is 
'id  doubts  still  re- 
to  its  extraction; 
name  wc  must  re- 
ion,  whence  Dr. 

^ called  it  thePoin- 


chitecture  that  has 
iginality  of  inveii- 
iM  : why  therefore 
ed,  w ith  the  Doric  i 


tions  from  one  w lu: 
self  a novice  in  the 
tics  ; but  as  it  is  hi; 
further  remarks,  h 
attend  to  the  anim; 
who  may  be  mofe  c 
Your’s,  &c. 
'Frear  St^  lUudhig. 


and  Ionic,  the  P\ra  itidic  order? 

I hope  you  will  e>  cuse  these  observa-  ij 


can  but  own'  him- '| 
ubject  of  Antiqui- 
intention  to  make 
will  be  happy  to  'I 
dversions  of  those  'j 
mpetent. 


Anxaony  Feca*! 
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*8o8.]  Stratfo 

Mr,  Urban, 

OM  a volume 


taiiiiiig  a cons  derabie  number  of 


Laiph  dc  Stratford 
; aid’s,  and  after wi 
lOn;  whose  goo 
s'ovvn  (being  his 
him  up  to  that  pio 
e bea’an  the  struct 


etches  in  VYarwii 
'North” West  Viev 
t Stratford-upon- 
rtle  describes  as  ‘ 
.one  for  the  habit 


kshire,  I send  you 
of  the  old  College 
Ivon  ; which  Diig- 
a house  of  square 
tion  of  hve  priests, 


.ouiidation  w^ere  ai 


(1  College,  and  Brook  House 


March  26. 
of  Draw  ings,  con- 


ijoiniiig  to  the  chLircii-yard,  built  by 

first  a canon  of  St. 
rds  Bishop  of  Lon- 
atfectioiis  to  this 
lirth-place)  stirred 
LS  work,  of  wdiich 
ire  26  Edward  111. 


1353,)  with  ten  carpenters,  ten  ma- 
oiis,  and  their  servants;”  aiidtowdiich 


er wards  added,  by 


-Hereford. 

of  the  Soule  of  R luf  Colyngwode  oui 
i'ounder^  and  iU aster  Thomas  Bal- 
shall,  a speciall 
same 

As  a companior 


Benefactor  lo  the 

to  the  other  Draw- 
View  of  th6  Brook 
; is  generally  admit- 
ted that  Shakspea  re  was  really  horn. 


mg,  1 send  also  a 
House,  in  which  i 


Y ours,  &c. 


F.  Q. 


LETTER  XLIX.  ON  PRISONS. 

Momento  mare  vertitur,  eodern 


')r.  Ral})h  ColiingWode,  Dean  of  Lich- 
ield,  “four  children  choristers,  to  be 
,.aily  assistant  in  jthc  celebration  of 
iviiie  service  in  1hat  Church;  wdio 
(liould  always  con  e by  two  and  two 
logether  into  the  Uuire  to  Matins  and 
'’espers  on  such  days  as  the  same  were 
10  be  sung  there,  according  to  the 
Ordiiiale  Sa  rum  ; a nd  at  their  entrance 
lato  the  Church,  bowing  their  knees 
lefore  the  Crucifix,  each  of  them 
lay  a Pater-noster  and  an  ylve.  And 
Tor  their  better  reg  liation  did  he  order 
L'lid  appoint,  tha  they  should  sit 
sj[uietly  in  the  Cfuir?,  sayiiig  the  Mat- 
ens  and  Pespers  of  )ur  Lady  distinctly, 
iiid  afterwards  be  observant  to  the 
offices  of  the  Q,uire  ; that  they  should 
not  be  sent  upon  sny  occasion  what- 
[ioever  into  the  Town  ; that  at  dinner 
und  supper  times  they  should  con- 
.stantly  be  in  the  ( ollege  to  wait  at 
the  table  : and  to  r(  ad  upon  the  Bible, 
or  some  other  autin  ntique  book  ; that 
; liey  should  not  co  ne  into  the  Buttry 
Ho  draw  beer  for  hemselves  or  any 
jbody  else  : that  after  dinner  they 
bhoidd  go  to  the  S:nging-school ; and 
fthat  their  Schoolm:  ister  should  be  one 
tof  the  Priests  or  C erks  appointed  by 
lliie  discretion  of  th  ? fP arden,  being  a 
tmaa  able  to  instruc  them  in  singing  to 
Ithe  Organ:  as  als.i  that  they  should 
have  one  Bedchamber  in  the  Church, 
nvhereunto  they  v ere  to  repair  in 
RVinter-^time  at  eigl  t of  the  clock,  and 
tin  Summer  at  nine  in  which  lodging 
do  be  two  beds,  wh  irein  they  v/ere  to 
ksleep  by  couples,  ai  d that  before  they 
idid  put  off  their  c othes  they  should 
lail  say  the  prayer  of  De  profundis 
iwith  a loud  voice,  with  the  prayers 
fand  orisons  of  ll  e faithful!  ; and 
^afterwards  say  thus , God  have  mercy 
Gent.  Maq.  Avril^  ISOS. 

O 


die  ubi  luserunt,  navigia  sorbenturf. 

11  TT  Sambrook  Court, 

Mr.  Urban,  ’ 

’ March  18. 

iN  perusing  the  following  relation 
of  the  Hereford  County  Gaol,  the 
mind  dwells  with  satisfaction  on  the 
amelioration  of  misery  afforded  by 
the  judicious  management  of  this  Pri- 
son ; but  the  conclusion  of  the  history 
presents  a sudden  and  painful  transi- 
tion. To  speak  in  allusion  to  the  quo- 
tation from  the  Roman  Poet, — the  ho- 
rizon becomes  clouded,  and  the  fair- 
est hopes  from  labour,  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  Prison,  are  suddenly 
wrecked,  and  disappear  in  the  storm. 

As  this  subject  is  pointedly  adverted 
to  in  the  sequel,  it  requires  no  farther 
elucidation  from  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Hereford  County  Gaol  and  House 
of  Correction. — Gaoler,  John  Preece. 
Salary  ^182. — ^Chaplain,  Rew  Mr. 
U^iderwood.  Duty,  Prayers  and  Ser- 
mon every  Sunday,  Christmas-day, 
and  Good- Friday  ; and  Prayers  every 
Wednesday  and  Friday.  Salary  £50, 
twenty  pounds  of  which  is  a legacy 
from  William  Bridges,  Esq.  of  Tiberton 
in  this  County. — Surgeon,  Mr.  Cam, 
Salary,  £A2.  for  Debtors,  Felons,  Ac. 
— Number  of  Debtors,  Nov  . 28,  1806, 
eight,  and  Felons,  Ac.  thirty-four. — 
Allowance,  Debtors,  oue  pound  of 
breadper  day  eivch.  (See  the  Remarks.)! 
Felons  and  Bridewell  Prisoners  the 
same,  and  some  allowance  from  the 
Charity  Box.  Transports  have  the 
King’s  Allowance  of  2?.  6d.  per  week 
to  subsist  on. 

Remarks.  This  Prison,  which  is  also 
the  House  of  Correction,  or  Bridewell, 
is  built  upon  the  site  of  the  Old  Priory. 
The  Turnkey’s  lodge  in  front  has,  on 
each  side,  two  Reception-cells  for  the 
confinement  of  Prisoners,  till  examined 


* Warwickshire,  ed.  Thomas,  II.  692.  ■ 
f In  a moment  the  sea  is  convulsed,  and 
on  the  same  day  vessels  are  swallowed  up, 
where  they  lately  sported  on  the  Ocean. 

by 


Mr,  Neild’.s  lieiyiarks  on  Hereford  GaoL 


[April,. 


by  the  Surgeon,  previous  to  their  being 
admitted  into  the  interior  of  the  Gaol ; 
and  two  small  Court-yards  for  the  Pri- 
soners. Here  are  a warm  and  cold 
Bath,  with  an  Oven  to  fumigate  and 
purify  the  Prisoner’s  ’clothes  ; and  the 
fiat  roof  above  is  the  place  of  execu- 
tion. The  Court  is  flagged,  and  in  it 
IS  the  Engine-house^  and  a Well,  by 
which  the  whole  Prison  is  supplied 
with  excellent  water : A house  for 
the  Manufacturer  or  Task-master,  and 
a very  neat  shop  for  the  articles  manu- 
factured in  the  Prison,  viz.  shoes,  slip- 
pers, gaiters,  stockings,  gloves,  gar- 
ters, flaxen-yarn,  and  nets  of  all  sorts; 
the  sale  of  which  is  promoted  by  ad- 
vertisement at  the  County  expellee.  At 
the  upper  end  of  this  Court  is  the 
Gaoler’s  house,  on  the  ground-floor 
of  which  is  the  Ma<ristrates  Commit- 
tee-room  : a passage  leads  to  the  great 
Hall  or  Inspection-room,  which  is 
about  18  yards  diameter,  and  nearly 
circular,  with  windows  opening  into 
every  court,  and  has  a complete  com- 
mand of  the  whole  Prison. 

The  Rules  and  Orders,  which  are 
painted  on  a board,  and  hung  up  in 
every  Lobby,  among  other  things  re- 
cite: “ Any  Person  wishing  to  work 
may  have  raw  materials  of  the  Keeper, 
who  will  dispose  of  the  work  on  the 
best  terras  he  can  ; and,  after  deduct- 
ing the  prime  cost  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials, pay  the  remainder  to  the  Pri- 
soner who  performed  the  work;  ex- 
cept one  fourth  thereof,  which  is  to 
be  reserved  for  the  C ouiity . Any  per- 
son to  whom  work  is  refused,  or  wliose 
money  is  kept  back,  or  has  sufl'ered 
any  imposition  from  the  Keeper,  or 
his  Servants,  is  particularly  enjoined 
to  make  complaint  thereof  to  the 
Magistrate  at  his  next  Visitation.” 

Men  and  Women  Debtors  have  each 
a separate  and  spacious  Court-yard 
and  Day-room.  The  Men  have  twenty 
Sleeping-rooms,  ten  below  and  teu 
above,  12  feet  by  9,  furnisbed  with 
beds  and  bedding  by  the  Gaoler  at 
l.v.  M.  or  2s.  Grf.  per  week  each. 
The  Women  have  eight  rooms  of 
equal  size,  four  below  and  four  above, 
all  Free  Wards ; and  if  a Debtor  is  too 
poor  to  provide  his  own  bed,  the 
County  humanely  furnishes  him  wltli 
an  iron  bedstead,  sacking  bottom, 

_ w 

a straw  bed,  two  blankets,  and  a co- 
verlet, gratis.  There  is  a fire-place 
in  every  Room,  but  wo  Fuel  allowed. 

Of  the  six  ample  Court-yards  in 
this  Prison,  those  for  Men  Debtors 


and  Men  Bridewell  Prisoners  arc'of 
114  feet  by  78  ; those  for  Women 
Debtors  and  Women  Bridewell  Pri- 
soners, lOSfeetby  102^;  and  those  for 
Male  and  Female  Felons  are  75  feet 
square.  Each  Court  has  a sewer  in 
it,  and  is  well  supplied  with  water. 

In  several  of  the  Courts  vegetables  are 
raised  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners, 
in  addition  to  the  allowance  above- 
stated. 

Here  are  four  excellent  Infirmary- 
rooms,  and  the  sick  are  as  well  at- 
tended to  as  in  an  hospital.  The  humane 
Surgeon  having  a discretional  power 
to  order  all  things  necessary,  every 
page  of  the  Prison-book  bears  witness 
to  his  great  attention.  The  Chapel 
is  a very  neat  building,  and  the  Pri- 
soners are  seated  in  their  different 
classes:  ail  are  required  to  attend  Di- 
vine Service,  which  is  most  devoutly 
and  impressively  performed  by  the 
exemplary  Chaplain;  by  whose  seri- 
ous discourse  1 was  much  edified  at 
ray  several  visits,  and  with  pleasure 
remarked  the  number  of  communi- 
cants when  the  Sacrament  was  admi- 
nistered. Every  Ward  of  this  Prison 
has  a Lobby  or  Passage,  four  feet 
wide,  with  an  iron  grate  that  opens 
into  the  Great  Hall,  or  Inspection- 
room,  Men  and  W omen  Felons  have, 
each  class,  a Day-room,  and  twelve 
Sleeping-cells,  six  below  of  8 feet  by  7, 
six  ahoVe  of  the  same  size ; and  fitted 
up  wdtli  wooden  bedsteads,  straw  bed, 
two  blankets  and  a coverlet.  They 
have  also  County  clothing  on  admis- 
sion,  and  their  own  apparel  returned 
to  them  when  discharged.  The  Male 
and  Female  Bridewell  Prisoners  have, 
each  class,  nine  Work-rooms  below, 
and  many  Sleeping-rooms  above ; 
all  9k:et  3 inches  by  9 feet,  and  fitted 
up  w ith  beds  and  bedding,  the  same  as 
the  Felons. 

fVilliam  Bridges,  Esq.  bequeathed 
eight  pounds  a-yearto  poor  Prisoners ; 
and  on  St.  Thomas’s  Day  one  shilling 
is  given  to  each  Debtor,  and  one  shil- 
ling to  each  Felon,  by  a legacy  of  Sir 
Thomas  White. 

No  Table  of  Bequests  kept  in  the 
Prison. 

The  Act  for  Preservation  of  the 
Health  of  Prisoners,  and  Prohibitory 
Clauses  agaiust  Spirituous  Liquors,  are. 
conspicuously  hung  up. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  for  the  go- 
vernment of  this  well-arranged  Prison 
are  printed  in  large  type,  and  displayed: 
to  general  yiew'. 
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8oS.]  Neild^'  Remarhs  on  Hereford  Gaol, 


Hereford  City  Gaol  and  Bridc- 
iell. — Gaoler,  John  Thomas.  Salary, 
.13.  Fees,  QiS.  Sd.  Garnish,  not 
i>olished,  2s.  Qd. — Chaplain,  none.— 
argeon,  none.  When  wanted,  he  is 
lit  by  the  Mayor. — Prisoners,  Aii- 
■u.stSO,  1803,  four,  and  a Lunatick, — 
illowance,  formerly  none  : now  four- 
mce  a-day  in  bread,  to  Prisoners 
’ every  description. 

'Remarks.  This  Gaol  is  the  Bye- 
rcet  Gate,  in  which  one  room  is 
died  the  Bridewell,  It  has  a small 


ceeds  the  original  debt. 


One  shilling 
is  given  to  each  Prisoner  at  every 
Quarter  Session  by  the  Chairman, 
iV'eitherthe  Act  for  Preserving  Health, 
Uorlhe  Clauses  against  Spirituous  Li- 
quors hung  up.  The  whole  Prison  is 
very  dirty.  The  Commitments  to  it 
ill  1S02  were  One  hundred  and  thirty - 
six. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

The  pleasure  you  receive  in  reading 
my  Remarks  on  Hereiord  County 
Gaol  will  be  sadly  diminished,  when 

I « f-v  -*■  y -m-,  ^ ^ -m  a.L.  L..  -A  * Y 


ourt  with  a sewer  in  it,  and  the  Whip-  I inform  you^  that  I have  just  received 
ling-post.  For  Common-side  Debtors  a letter  from  the  Keeper,  dated  Feb. 
lere  is  a Free  JVard.,  to  whic*h  the  Ifj  1 80S,  by  which  I learn,  with  equal 


AC-  rr  A A,  *.c*x.**  A-AAV,/  y J ,.  ***^.*  ^ »» 

orporation  allow  straw : they  have  surprise  and  concern,  that  the  work- 
little  Court,  about  15  feet  souare.  iuir  system  is  in  a great  measure  dis- 


little  Court,  about  15  feet  square, 
rithasewer;  and  it  is  well  supplied  continued.  “ Neither  the  absolute 
rith  water.  Master’s-side  Debtors  value  of  the  work  produced,  nor  the 
lave  two  Rooms  in  the  Keeper’s  house,  proportion  it  bears  to  the  maintenance 
nr  which  they  pay  2s,  6d.  per  week  <if  the  workmen,  is  the  principal  ob- 
tach  single  bed;  or  if  two  sleep  to-  ject:  the  point  is,  that  he  should  be 
'ether,  Is.  6£^.  each.  For  Felons  here  empJoyed',  whether  more  or  less  use- 
re  two  small  Court-yards,  about  15  tiilly  depends  on  the  ingenuity  of 
ret  square,  with  a sewer  in  each,  and  those  who  set  him  to  leork;  the  pro- 
eii  supplied  with  water,  tit  is  a local  concerny  but  it  imports 

In  one  of  the  Courts,  down  eleven  the  Public  that  he  should  work,  let 
■ eps,  arc  twm  horrid  dungeons  totally  the  value  be  ever  so  trifling.  There 
lark.  The  Keeper,  indeed,  says  they  are,  however,  so  many  little  articles 
're  never  used  ; yet,  though  they  did  of  constant  use,  and  made  of  materials 
lot  appear  to  have  had  any  inhabitant  that  are  found  every  where,  that  every 
a them  for  many  years,  I should  have  human  being  between  infancy  and 
'cen  better  pleased  at  seeing  them  decrepitude  may  be  empioyed  with 
nricked  up.  The  felons  have  also  some  small  advantage.  We  are  told, 
hree  close  offensive  Sleeping-rooms,  that  in  the  Poor-house  at  Wyndhamy 
Ivhich  I found  scattered  over  with  ^ the  course  of  the  year  1790,  an 


oose  straw  on  the  floor,  dirty,  and 
vorn  to  dust.  Here  is  likewise  one 
mom,  justly  (leuominatell  “The 
illack  Hole,”  which,  if  not  impene- 
frably  dark,  has  no  light  nor  ventila- 


tion, save  what  is  faintly  admitted 


hrough  a small  aperture  in  the  door; 
t is  supplied  w ith  a barrack  bedstead 
ffnd  loose  straw  ; and  in  this  wretched 
wnk-hole  was  a poor  deranged  man, 


V,  w . . O ^ 

n the  most  filthy  and  pitiable  state  1797,  p.  44 


infirm  old  man,  and  a woman  with  a 
child  at  her  breast,  earned  half  their 
subsistence  by  shaping  sticks  into  han- 
dles for  children’s  whips,  which  were 
sold  to  the  toy-makers.  If  it  were 
an  indispensable  rule  that  every  Pri- 
soner must  worky  those  who  are  to 
bear  the  expence  would  soon  rind 
means  to  make  that  turn  to  account.” 
See  Rules  for  the  County  of  Salop, 


diat  it  is  possible  to  conceive. 

Upon  my  telling  the  Keeper,  that 
ncase  he  did  not  immediately  remove 
draw  and  filth  out  of  the  several 
murts,  I would  apply  to  the  Magis- 
trates, I had  the  pleasure  of  finding 
the  old  straw  burnt,  and  the  Court- 
yards cleaned  the  next  day.  Debtors 
committed  to  this  Gaol  arc  by  Pro- 
cess i-ssuing  out  of  the  Mayor’s  Court ; 
3nd  they  become  entitled  to  their  six- 


Y ours  truly,  James  Neild, 
To  Doctor  Lettsomy  London. 


Illustration^  of  Horace. 


Book  I.  EpiIstle  XVIl. 


To  ScHiVA. 


XCEPTING  what  little  may  be 
A gathered  fromlthis  Epistle  itself. 


not  the  slightest  j.  article  is  known 
concerning  the  pers  ^n  to  whom  it  is 
written.  There  is  foom,  with  some 


pences  in  about  six  weeks : hut  very  probability,  to  conj'  icture  that  he  was 
few  are  able  to  pay  the  expence  of  of  no  mean  extracti  m (perhaps  a son 
neing  for  theni}  which  frequently  ex-  of  the  brave  ^CKva,  of  whom 

3 ■ suck 


,5292  Illustrations  of  Booh  1.  X.VII.  [Aprils , 


such  honourable  rr  eiition  is  made  by 
Julius  Caesar  in  t ie  53d  chapter  of 
the  iiid  book  of  lisllistoty  of  the 
civil  war*).  Thit  he  had  hitherto, 
though  without  any  extraordinary 
effect,  attached  himself  to  some  great 


upon  what  he  partic  Lilarly  wants  to  i< 
tell  him.  It  is  likel  f that  he  knew 
his  friend  Scjcva  w'cll  enough  for  perr 
reiving  that,  with  i proper  resolur 
tion,  and  with  the  issistance  of  an 
experienced  monitor,  he  might  prove 
a very  passable  court  cr,  but  that 
any  case  he  would  turn  out  but  a 

ill  solitude. 


^man  at  Rome;  iiat  the  little  hope 
-he  had  of  impro  dug  his  fortune  in 

this  method,  had  n adehimdisspirited,  miserable  philosophc 
and  irresolute  lyhc  ther  to  proceed  or  Nollet  Avistipimn 
retreat ; and  that  Horace,  under  these  nes  the  cynic.  The^tory  is  of  uni- 
circumstances, wrpte  t()  him  for  hjs  vcrsal  notoriety. 


cucoufagement  — by  representing  to 
him  in  a ditferent  point  of  view, 
what  he  in  his  me  ancholy  mood  had 
perhaps  called  vas  lalage  — and  at  the 
>ame  time  giving  lim  to  understand,  figure  in  the  world 
-whcreln  he  was  orohahly  mistaken,  cynical  language,  th 


()^ii  vie  notatJ^ 
lot  condescend. 


Fadidiret  olus^ 

Namely,  he  would 
for  the  sake  of  the  paltry  advantage 
pf  eating  belter  and 


and  of  what  he  should  be  most  solicit- 
ous in  his  intercoi  rse  with  the  great. 
The  well-known  controversy  between 
-Aristippus  and  Diogenes  furnishes 
him  with  a subjeci  which  he  most  in- 
geniously employs  to  his  purpose; 
by  representing  in  ' ’ 
fern  and  ideal  ima 
•at  court,  a n''an  who  knew  how  to 
-live  with  kings,  w ihout  surrendering 
cither  his  liberty  or  his  character; 
and  by  endcavouri  ig  to  convince  his 
iriend,  that  it  rei  uires  more  virtue, 
that  is,  more  u iderstaiiding,  pru- 
rience, courage,  ftrmness,  sclf-con- 
froul,  and  persevc  ranee,  to  play  well 


So  says  HiogCr 


the  part  of  an  Arij 
a Diogenes. 

Ferenliniim  ire 
^rapbers  lay  down 


making  a finer 
to  what  in  the 
1 scurra,  or  in 
tho  courtly  style,  t le  friend  of  a 
like  Dionysiis  — must  sub- 
mit. This  was  what  Diogenes  up- 
braided the  spruce,  Biainpered,  pur-: 
ple-clad  Aristippus  with.  — 1 suspect 
that  Scava,  in  a fit  bf  the  spleen  — 
Aristippus  the  pat-'  in  one  of  those  mombiits  when  every 
of  a philosopher  man  thinks  himself  a|  philosopher  — r 

had  let  fall  something  about  the  great, 
and  the  w retchedness  jo f tlicir  service, 
to  Horace,  in  somew  llat  of  this  tone  ; 
Of  w hat  use  is  all  this  to  me  ? C'aii- 
iiot  I live  upon  roots  bud  cabbages  as 
well  as  Diogenes?  And  if  so,  what 
nc^d  have  1 to  siifl’cr  myself  to  be 
tcized  and  torment  ell  by  a great 
man?  — Well!  rctijrns  his  friend, 
but  if  thou  knewest  hbw  to  deal  w ith 
the  great,  tiiou  wbuldst  be  less 


tippus  than  that  of 


ubebo.~\  The  Gco- 


or  us  three  places  p.lagiied  and  teized,  aad  have  no  need 
which  bore  the  nai  ne  of  Ferentinum,  to  live  upon  cal)bagej  I grant,  it  is 

reof  stood  on  the  an  art  to  live  contentedly  upon  cab- 
talian  miles  abo^  c 

bears  that  name,  wise  an  art.  Each  Ills  its  incoiiveni- 
I'ht  have  a small  ences ; each  ifs  ad>|anta«:cs.  The- 
advice,  however,  question  is  only  ; in 
him  to  retire  thi-  v.ouldst  thou  best  finil  thy  account  ? 
lis  case  and  coiive-  Ojficiuju,^  Aristippuk  treated  his  of- 


ihe  most  noted  wh 
f'ia  Lalivu,  seven 
Apagni,  and  still 
Probably  Scfeva  irji 
estate  there.  Th 
yvhich  Horace  giveb 
ther  if  he  values 
pience,  appears  m 
actly  the  course  \ 
iiion,  was  most  a<; 


upon  it,  that  he  m 


* He  was  one  of  L 
Eai'sar’s  arm 3^,  who 
post  at  Dyrrachinm 
almost  without  exam 
fack  was  so  violent, 
Scapva  was  found  per 
vei  in-shots.  Cffisar 
bravery  he  displa5’^e( 
presented  him  with  a 
jud  promoted  liim  fr 
first  rank  in  his  c(>hor 


to  have  been  ex- 
hich,  in  his  opi- 
rceable  lo  Scaiva. 


He  therefore  but  ji  st  slightly  touches 


y the  longer  insist 


e four  Centurions  in 
defended  a fortified 
with  an  oi)Stiiracy 
ie ; altliongii  tiio  at- 
iatti\e  shield  of  tliis 
uvated  witlr  »:10  Ja- 
in reward  of  tlio 
>n  that  decisive  dar', 
urn  equal  to  1500  /. 
- m the  eighth  ta  the 


ficeofdivcrtiug  Ihckiijg’smehmchoh , 
ns  a court  service,  tsikh  numbers  are 
richly  gifled  with  the  doutrary  virtue, 
that  it  is  by  no  meaiis  surprising,  if 
kings  set  a value  on  jservices  in  the 
Arislipjiic  taste,  ofwjiich  ilieir  trea- 
surers are  not  alway 
viiiced  ar.  themselves, 
oil  3. si  us  dealt  wilh  his 
bieurde  iMoiitaigue  dill  w itli  his  cat 
Scijvror  }p:ie  viihf.  said  Aristippus  : 
the  king  imaoincs  he  i|  making  a fool 
ol  me  ; but,  begging  tis  pardon 
1 divert  him,  it  issiiapi)  because  lie 
enables  me  lo  pass  m}j  time  merrily  ; 
mul  as  soon  as  ever  1 igse  10  find  the 

sport 


so  well  con- 
Hovvever,  Di- 
jutfoou  as  the 
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' LETTER  L.  ON  PRISONS. 


Here  let  the  Charities  unite, 

And  human  feelings  weep  delight ! Brooke. 


Mr  TTrbav  Samhrook-court, 
Mr.  URBAN,  May  21. 

The  pleasing  information  con- 
veyed in  the  conclusion  of  the 
following  history  of  the  High  Gaol 
of  Exeter,  will  afford  true  gratifica- 
tion to  the  humane  reader  of  these 


essays,  and  doubtless  to  the  perse- 
vering Friend  of  the  prisoner  ; whose 
mind  is  occasionally  solaced  in  con- 
templating the  amelioration  of  their 
condition,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree 
effected  by  his  undeviating  attention 
to  the  state  and  management  of  pri- 
sons, and  well  corresponding  with 
the  apostolic  admonition,  Bonum 
autem  fucientes  non  deficiainiisJ" 

J.  C.  Lettsgm. 

Exeter,  the  High  Gaol,  for  Fe- 
lons. Gaoler,  James  Brown;  salary, 
2001.  together  wuth  two  fields  for 
his  use,  of  about  six  acres  of  ground; 
fees,  and  garnish,  abolished. — Chap- 
lain, Rev.  IVilliam  Bowness ; duty, 
at  the  Gaoly  prayers  every  morning, 
on  Sunday  prayers  and  sermon ; at 
the  Bridewell,  prayers  and.  sermon 
©n  Sunday,  and  prayers  on  Thursday ; 
salary,  for  the  Gaol  90i.  with  lOl. 
each  Quarter  Session  ; for  the  Bride- 
well 361.  and  holds  no  other  cure. — 
Surgeon,  Mr.  ifalker;  salary,  42l. 
for  the  High  Gaol  and  Bridewell. 
Number  of  prisoners  September  26, 
1806,  31. — Allowance,  twenty-two 
ounces  of  bread  per  day,  in  loaves 
from  the  baker.  I think  it  but  jus- 
tice to  mention,  that  1 found  many 
of  the  loaves  weighing  23  ounces. 
Convicts  under. sentence  of  transporta- 
tion (see  Remarks)  have  not  the 
County  bread  ; but  the  King’s  allow- 
ance of  2s.  6d.  per  Y/eek.  for  their  sap- 


I port. 

1 Remarks.  This  Gaol  is  very  con- 
I spicuousiy  placed,  in  a dne  sittation, 
! elevated  and  healthy.  The  boundary 
i wall  incloses  nearly  two  acres  ui  L-.nd, 


and  being  sixteen  feet  from  the  se- 
veral court-yards,  the  Keeper  has 
thrown  round  within  that  limit  a con- 
venient garden. 

The  Turnkey’s  lodge,  which  is  in 
front,  has,  on  the  right  hand,  his 
sitting-room  -,  and  on  the  left  hand 
are  tvyo  baths  and  a copper.  Above 
stairs  is  his  sleeping-room,  and  four 
reception-rooms  for  prisoners  either 
unhealthy,  uncleanly,  or  who  are 
sent  in  by  night.;  and  likewise  a room 
in  which  some  prisoners’  cloaths  are 
deposited,  and  the  Gaol  uniform  put 
on  them  instead. 

Above  this  building  is  a leaded  flat 
roof,  upon  which  criminals  are  exe- 
cuted. 

The  Gaoler’s  house  is  in  the  centre 
of  the  liuilding,  and  the  approach  to 
it  lies  through  a small  garden. 

On  the  ground  floor  are  thirty  sleep- 
ing-cells, which  open  into  a lobby  or 
passage  five  feet  wade ; and  also  twelve 
other  cells  of  the  like  description, 
that  open  into  two  court-yards,  six 
cells  in  each ; these  last,  however, 
being  damp  in  winter,  arc  pruden- 
tially  never  used,  unless  the  gaol  is 
crowded. 

There  are  twm  day-rooms  for  mea 
on  the  ground  floor,  nearly  octagon, 
and  about  22  feet  diameter,  with 
glazed  windov/s,  and  tv/o  fire-places 
ill  each,  to  which  the  Comity  liberally 
allows  coals,  seats,  tables,  and  shelves 
for  putting  by  provisions. 

To  this  very  exemplary  prison, 
there  are  no  less  X\in,n  fourteen  court- 
yards. Two  of  them,  28  yards  by  20,, 
are  for  men  felons,  both  before  trial 
and  after  conviction,  inclosed  by 
a brick  wall,  and  each  having  in  it' 
a pump,  and  arcades  for  accommoda- 
tion in  wet  weather. 

One  court  for  the  women  felons 
has  open  wood  palisades,  surrounding 
a grass-plat,  Several  of  the  other 

court. 
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court-yards,  since  their  first  laying 
out,  have  been  temporarily  converted 
into  gardens,  there  being  at  the  time 
of  tlieir  construction  no  prisoners  of 
the  class  for  which  they  were  origi- 
nally intended. 

The  first  siory  has  forty-eight  sleep- 
ing-cclls,  which  open  into  passages 
five  feet  wide,  leading  (24  on  each 
side)  to  the  Chapel;  and  also  two 
day-r  ooms,  similar  to  those  below. 

The  second  story  has  fifty  cells, 
which,  25  on  each  side,  are  separated 
by  a passage  of  the  same  width  as  tiie 
former,  and  opening  toward  the  Cha- 
pel in  the  same  manner  as  those  he- 
low^  Two  day-rooms  also,  of  similar 
cons! ruction  with  the  foregoing'- 

The  third  story  has  fifty  sleeping- 
cells  and  two  day-rooms,  like  those 
on  the  second  story. 

The  Chapel,  a very  neat  structure, 
is  properly  partitioned  otF  to  separate 
the  different  classes  of  prisoners;  and 
in  the  galierytheF-e  are  six  cells  made 
occasionally  to  open — these  are  for 
prisoners  under  sentence  of  death, 
and  generally  kept  in  utter  darkness, 
buL  during  divine  service  the  inner 
door  (a  wooden  one)  is  thrown  open, 
so  that  they  can  hear  very  well ; they 
each  eight  feet  six  inches  by  seven 
and  ten  feet  high  ; and  the  Turn- 
key’s sleeping-room  is  close  adjoining. 

The  common  sleeping  - ceils  are 
eight  feet  six  by  six  feet  six,  and  ten 
feel  high,  with  arched  roofs  and  dou- 
ble doors,  the  outward  iron-grated, 
the  inner  of  wood,  with  glazed  win- 
dows, well  ventilated,  and  fitted  up, 
some  with  wooden  crib  bedsteads, 
others  with  those  of  cast-iron,  straw 
in  sacking  beds,  two  blankets,  a coarse 
sheet,  pillow,  and  rug. 

On  the  attic  story  of  the  Keeper’s 
bouse,  a.re  two  neat  rooms,  with  con- 
veniences for  the  sick  ; and  coramu- 
nloating  to  the  Chapei  by  a Lobby. 

Every  prisoner  is  required  to  attend 
divine  service,  unless  prevented  by 
sickness;  and  only  one  prisoner  was 
absent  when  I was  there.  - 

Ileligious  books  are  distributed 
arayiiiTst  them  at  tlic  Cha'iiaiii’s  dis- 
Cfotion.  forty  Eiblos,  vrith  the  Com- 
mon-prayer  and  I’salms,  were  sent  by 
an  unknown  Lady,  just  before  my 
visit  in  September  1800. 

Those  criminal  prisoners  who  wish 
to  be  better  accommodated  than  the 
rest  can  afford  to  be,  have  feather- 
beds and  bedding  furnished  by  the 
Keeper,  at  2s,  6d.  per  wee.v. 


The  Act  for  Preservation  of  Health, 
and  Clauses  against  spirituous  Liquors, 
are  conspicuously  hung  up,  and  ex- 
cellent Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
Government  of  the  Gaol,  signed  by 
the  Justices  in  Session,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Judges  of  Assize,  are  printed 
and  published. 

Previous  to  the  appointment  of 
the  present  Keeper,  a singular  custom, 
had  prevailed,  for  a party  of  the  pri- 
soners doubly  ironed,  to  be  escorted, 
and  to  beg  charity  every  Christmas 
throughout  the  city.  The  custom 
now  is  very  judiciously  discontinued. 

The  only  permanent  donation  to 
this  Gaol  of  which  I could  get  infor- 
mation, is  the  sura  of  ten  shillings 
per  annum  from  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Exeter.  Mr.  Bowness,  the  re- 
spectable Chaplain,  every  year  since 
his  appointment  to  the  office,  has  ‘ 
given  one  guinea  to  the  poorest  of 
the  prisoners  at  Christmas.  Mr.  Cor- 
nish also,  the  Surveyor,  gives  five 
shillings  at  the  same  season  : the  wor- 
thy Gaoler  himself  adds  a Christmas 
dinner  and  a pint  of  beer  or  cider,  to 
every  prisoner  whose  good  conduct 
has  entitled  him,  or  her,  to  so  exem- 
plary a kindness:  at  Christmas  1806 
Lady  Rolle  sent  two  guineas,  and 
nine  hags  of  potatoes,  for  the  most 
necessitous,'  and  there  are  casual  do- 
nations likewise,  contributed  by  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  occasionally  visit 
the  Gaol. 

Here,  as  in  many  other  County 
Gaols,  Lunaticks  are  received',  of 
this  description  w^ere  four,  when  I 
was  here;  who  failed  not  very  much 
to  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  prison,  as 
wmil  as  to  endanger  the  safety  both 
of  the  Gaoler  and  his  Turnkeys.  It 
appears  a very  desirable  object,  that 
persons  so  peculiarly  pitiable  should 
be  admitted  to  the  blessings  of  an 
Hospital;  where,  by  medical  aid, 
tranquillity,  and  judicious  treatment, 
they  miglit  be  restored  to  usefulness 
in  life,  or  rendered  at  least  more 
comfort.ible,  both  to  themselves  and 
others,  than  the  circumstances  of  a 
Gaol  can  pos.sibly  afford. 

This  prison  is  very  frequently  vi- 
sited by  the  considerate  Magistrates 
of  the  County  ; and  every  comiort 
supplied  its  icihabitaats,  cousisteut 
with  the  privation  of  liberty. 

Although  the  situation  ot  the  build- 
ing is  exceiient,  the  original  plan  of 
it  IS  extremely  defective.  The  Gao- 
ler's house  IS  so  placed,  as  to  conf- 
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wand  a view  of  but  a small  part  of 
he  whole  concern.  The  twelve  cells 
which  open  into  the  court-yards  are 
jnfit  for  any  human  being  to  sleep  in. 
t would  be  a great  improvement  if 
I nost  of  those  cells  built  on  the 
i Tound-floor  were  converted  into 
workshops  ; the  local  situation  of  this 
-ity  affording  an  inexhaustible  sup- 
ply of  resources,  m the  picking  of 
I oakum,  making  of  nets,  mops,  and 
irarious  other  articles  for  shipping ; 
mdin  which  the  most  flagrant  crimi- 
nals might  very  usefully  be  employed, 

I without  availing  themselves  of  any 
I means  to  facilitate  an  escape. 

Every  prisoner  on  being  discharged 
receives  money  to  carry  him  home, 
■ind  thus  prevent  the  danger  of  an 
immediate  recurrence  to  those  prac- 
:dces  which  brought  him  hither. 

The  Gaoler  is  active  and  intelli- 
gent, and  the  whole  prison  very  clean. 

I cannot  close  this  narrative  with- 
[out  expressing  my  very  grateful  ac- 
fk.no wledgments  to  the  Magistrates  of 
fchis  highly  - respectable  County  of 
Devon,  for  the  honour  which  they 
have  done  me,  in  so  conspicuous  a 
'.manner,  by  noticing  the  faithful  re- 
marks I had  presumed  to  make  in 
my  several  visits  to  Exeter.  The  re- 
(5ult  is  truly  pleasing : where  the  pri- 
soners heretofore  had  but  loose  straw 
to  sleep  on,  they  have  now  comfort- 
able beds  and  bedding.  Their  day- 
trooms  are  supplied  with  every  requi- 
site for  decency  and  cleanliness  in  a 
■prison.  The  impediments  to  health, 
and  the  consequent  hazards  of  dis- 
te3se,  have  been  removed ; and  I am 
ibappy  to  iearn  that  a new  Bridewell 
is  soon  to  be  judiciously  constructed, 
nad  a manufactory  to  be  e.stablished 
|m  the  Gaols  of  this  county,  which  were 
inauch  wanted. 

Exeter.  The  County  Bride- 
well, Gaoler,  fVilliam  Ford;  sa- 
ilary  70l.  Chaplain,  Surgeon,  see 
'High  Gaol.  N umber  of  prisoners, 
f^eptember  26,  1806,  55.  Ailowance, 
at  my  former  visits,  22  ounces  of 
rbread,  iu  loaves  of  that  wmight,  sent 
tirom  the  baker’s;  but  since  changed 
lo  11  ounces  of  bread,  and  a quart  of 
tsoup,  made  of  bullocks’  heads,  oat- 
mieal,  rice,  and  vegetables. 

Hemarks.  This  very  antient  pri- 


son, situate  in  the  parish  of  St.  Tho- 
mas, is  ill  constructed,  and  much  out 
of  repair.  The  Keeper’s  house  com- 
mands no  part  of  it. 

Here  are  two  court-yards,  each 
having  a pump  and  sewer  ; but  at  my 
last  visit,  in  1806,  the  pumps  were 
dry. 

Men  criminals  have  a day-room 
adjoining  the  Chapel,  and  two  long 
upper  rooms  to  sleep  in.  The  wo- 
men have  a large  apartment,  called 
thQ  Hally  for  their  day-room  ; it  has 
two  fire-places  ; and  above  it  are  two 
large  sleeping-rooms.  To  each  pri- 
soner a bundle  of  straw  only  is  al- 
lowed per  week  to  sleep  upon;  but 
there  are  two  other  rooms,  to  which 
the  Keeper  furnishes  beds,  at  Is.  per 
week,  on  barrack  bedsteads,  wdiich 
hold  six  prisoners. 

Here  are  likewise  three  spacious 
Infirmaries,  with  fire  - places  and 
glazed  windows,  to  which  the  County 
allows  coals,  and  better  diet,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Surgeon.  These 
are  supplied  with  wooden  bedsteads, 
straw  in  sacking  beds,  two  blankets, 
and  a rug. 

At  Chapel,  the  men  sit  together  on 
one  .side,  and  the  women  on  the  otljer, 
both  in  sight  of  the  Minister,  w hose 
desk  is  placed  above. 

The  employment  here  is  chopping 
and  scraping  bark,  for  which  are  as- 
signed two  large  rooms  or  sheds.  I 
have  ever  found  the  greate.st  part  of 
the  prisoners  thus  occupied  ; and  by 
it  some  of  them  have  earned  eighteen 
pence  a day.  In  general,  liowever, 
the  men  can  earn,  upon  an  average, 
four-pence,  and  the  women  two-peuce 
halfpenny  per  day.  The  whole  of 
their  earning.s  are  the  Keeper’s;  who 
told  me,  that  he  rewarded  them  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  induslry. 

Mops,  brooms,  pails,  and  kettles, 
are  aiiow^ed  to  keep  the  prison  clean, 
but  neither  soap  nor  towels  to  tlie 
prisoners.  The  Act  for  Preservation 
of  Health,  and  Clauses  against  Spi- 
rituous Liquors,  not  hung  up. 

1 understand  that  a new  bridewell, 
on  a very  good  plan,  adjoining  to 
the  High  Gaol,  is  now  in  building; 
so  that  this  miserable  place  of  con- 
finement ia  likely  to  be  soon  discon- 
tinued. James  iSeild. 


Nichols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street. 
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LJiTTER  LL 


ON  PRISONS. 


AU  punishment  supposes  the  infliction 
■';pam;  but  pain  is  not  the  proper  object 
punishment,  I’o  punish  merely  for 
;3  sake  of  inflicting  pain  on  the  indi- 
fiual  is,  instead  of  the  considerate  hu- 
mify of  a legislator,  to  exercise  the  fe- 
rity of  a savage.” 

Crit.  Rev.  Ser.  2.  vol.  XII.  p,  99, 


'Mr.  Urban. 


Sambrook  Courts 
June  1 1 . 

i^ROM  the  letters  occasionally  re- 
ceived, I am  sensible  that  many 
leaders  have  had  their  attention 
;cited  by  these  periodical  conimu- 
♦Bations  on  the  state  of  Prisons; 
'd  perhaps  not  one  of  them  had 
■feviously  formed  any  adequate  idea 
the  misery  of  a lar^e  portion  of 
leir  fellow  - creatures.  Could  they 
',ve  imagined  that  a poor  debtor 
us  frequently  placed  in  a more  mi- 
table  state  than  the  worst  crimi- 
lI  ? That  some,  whilst  living,  were 
itombed  in  dungeons,  that  required 
mdies  to  light  the  passages,  and 
Tmed  without  chimneys  tor  venti- 
Ron  ? That  in  the  Debtors’  County 
tison  the  rooms  are  without  bed- 
pg,  or  even  straw  to  lie  upon  ? 
aat  in  1803,  there  were  two  sick 
I a hired  bed,  one  in  the  jaundice. 
Id  a fourth  dying  in  a consumption  ; 
Id  that  no  medical  aid  or  assistance 
Id  been  extended  to  these  objects  ? 
nat  no  magistrate  is  said  to  have 
inie  there;  nor  is  there  any  em- 
oyment  for  the  incarcerated  me- 
ranick  or  labourer  ? — Could  any 
Iglishmau  have  suspected  that  these 
lings  existed  in  the  polished  and 
lulent  city  of  Exeter?  And  what 
'rects,  except  to  give  pain  and 
isery,  without  the  prospect  of  re- 
irtnation  and  industry,  are  they 
{Iculated  t«  produce  ? Can  there 
! reformation  of  morals,  where  there 
no  Chaplain,  nor  any  relignoiis 
dies  performed  of  encouraged  ? 
lu  habits  of  industry  be  acquired 


where  no  employment  or  labour  is 
promoted  ? — no  magistr  ate  to  en- 
force the  exercise  of  those  duties, 
which  their  office  cmpow'ers  them 
to  do  ? 

Gentlemen  of  Exeter  have  formed 
a literary  society,  whose  puljlica- 
tions  evince  their  learning  and  re- 
Imeraent.  May  their  philosophical 
researche.s  descend  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  cause  and  prevention' of 
human  infelicity ! 

J.  C.  Lettsow. 

Exeter.  The  City  and  County 
Gaoe.  — Gaoler^  Richard  Tarbart. 
Salary,  .£'30.  iOv. — Fees,  for  debtors, 
1 6s.  8(/. ; besides  which  the  Undcr-siie- 
rifi:' demands  3s'.  for  \\\‘^  liberate.  No 
fees  for  felons. — For  the  conveyance 
of  transports,  is.  per  mile. — Garnish, 
for  debtors,  not  yet  abolished,  2s. — 
Chaplain,  none. — Surgeon,  Mr.  i'FaJ- 
ker^  for  felons  only.  Salary,  none; 
makes  a bill. — Number  of  prisoners. 
Sept.  26,  1806,  debtors,  4;  felons, 
&c.  9. — Allowance,  to  debtors,  see  the 
Remarks;  to  feioms  and  criininal  pri- 
soners, one  pound  and  half  of  bread  per 
day,  .sent  from  the  baker’s,  and  w hich 
I have  always  found  of  full  weight. 

Remarks: — This  Prison  is  wilhin 
the  South-gale,  from  which  it  some- 
times takes  its  name  ; and  con- 
sists, amongst  others,  of  two  rooms 
in  the  Keeper's  house,  called  the 
Long-room,  and  the  l^koe.  I’he  lat- 
ter, it  seems,  was  first  denominated 
from  a Shoe  that  wms  formerly  sus- 
pended by  a siring  from  the  iron- 
grated  window  towards  the  .street, 
to  solicit  the  charity  of  pa,ssengers  : 
but  the  practice  is  now  discontrnued, 
by  order  of  the  Magistrate.s.  Thi.s 
room  is  set  mpart  for  such  debtors 
as  bring  their  own  beds,  and  piy  six? 
pence  per  week, 

Thi.s  long-room  is  for  the  debtor,? 
to  walk  in,  here  being  no  court- 
yard. There  are  also  nitie  other 


2 Mr,  NeilcFs  Remarks 

rooms,  to  which  the  Gaoler  furnishes 
beds  and  bedding;,  at  from  3.v.  to 
10s.  C,'/.  per  week,  according  to  the 
ability  of  his  prisoners. 

It  is  a singular  circumstance  ; hut 
every  m cek  sixty  penny  loaves^eigh- 
ing,  Oct.  6,  1803,  nine  ounces  and 
a half  each)  are  sent  to  the  de])iois 
of  this  Gaol.  If  only  one  debtor, 
he  has  the  whole  batch  : if  more, 
they  are  equally  divided  amongst 
them.  From  what  source  they  come 
was  not  known  in  the  Gao!  ; but 
tiie  Keeper  gave  me  the  following 
account: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seldoifs  le- 
gacy, Os.  6f/.  ; Mrs.  Pengelly,  U'.  : 
Mrs.  Reed,  6^/. ; and  the  C hamber  of 
Exeter,  Is.  Total  o shillings. 

On  the  side  of  the  gateway  oppo- 
site to  the  Gaoler’s  apartments,  are 
the  three  wards  appropriated  to  the 
felons,  dark,  dirty,  and  offensive  ; — 
we  went  into  them  with  lighted  can- 
dles : they  have  no  chimney  for 
ventilation  ; no  court-yard  belong- 
ing to  them  ; nor  water,  except  w hat 
was  brought  by  the  Keeper,  at  his 
pleasure  or  convenience.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  squalid  wretched- 
uess  of  the  prisoners. 

At  my  visit  in  1803,  I found  the 
old  Gaoler  had  been  dismissed  ; a new 
one  appointed;  and  window's  were 
now  made  through  the  w'all,  w'hich 
gave  sufficient  light,  without  the 
assistance  of  caudles. 

The  ceil  for  women  (No.  1.)  is  16 
feet  9 inches  by  9 feet  6,  and  only 
.six  feet  high.  It  has  barrack  bed- 
steads, with  tw'o  straw-ln-sacking 
beds,  and  three  rugs  each  ; .'uid  is 
lighted  by  a window  of  three  feet 
and  an  inch,  by  2 feet  8 inches. 

Ceil  No.  2,  for  men,  is  9 feel  6,  by 

5 feet  9,  and  12  feet  6 inches  high  ; 
titled  up  with  two  wooden  bedsteads, 
straw' -in -sacking  beds,  and  rugs. 
'I'he  window  of  this  cell  is  2 feet 

6 inches,  by  2 feel. 

No.  3,  is  also  a cell  for  men,  18 
feet  6,  by  H,  and  12  feet  high,  litted 
up  as  the  former,  and  lighted  by  a 
window  of  3 leet,  by  2 leet  and  an 
inch. 

Oyer  these  miserable  night-cells 
are  two  day-rooms;  the  one  17  feet 

6 inches  by  14  feet  9,  and  13  feet 
f>  inches  high,  with  a window  2 feet 
5 by  2 feet;  the  other,  16  feet  3 by 
9 feet,  and  only  6 feet  3 inches  high, 
with  a window  of  2 feet  3 inches  by 

7 feet.  Both  these  d^iy-rooms  have 


on  Exeter  Gaols.  [June; 

fire-placcs;  and  coals  arc  .’’.How  cd  for 
them  l)y  the  ( hamber  of  Exeter 
during  the  six  winter  months.  When 
prisoucis  are  indulged  with  the  use 
of  these  day-rooms,  a trap-door  is 
opened  in  thehoor;  and  they  ascend 
through  it,  by  a ladder,  from  the 
cel!  below. 

Besides  the  foregoing  weekly  al-  ^ 
lowance  of  bread  to  the  debtors, 
the  Taylor's  Company  give  Is.  4</. 
on  every  Easter  Eve  ; and,  at  the  i 
same  time,  debtors  receive  from  the  | 
('ha}nhc)\  36  penny  loaves;  and  as  . 
many  more  at  Christmas. 

Two  painlcd  boards  ai'c  here  put 
up,  containing  memorials  of  sundry 
bequests  : they  are  not  dated,  and 
one  of  them  seems  to  be  very  anlient, 
viz. 

Legacies. 

“ A Memorial  of  certayne  gnyftes,  j 
to  the  yecriie  vrdue  of  twenty  ! 
poLindes,  geeven  by  Laurence  Se'l- 
don  and  t'.Uzabclh  his  wife,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  Maior  and  Bay- 
liftes  of  tile  ( ilic  of  Ex'on,  for  ever, 
as  follow  elh 

s.  d,  1 

“ In  bread,  wecklic,  to  the 
poore  prisoners  in  the  Kinge's 
Gaole,  nearc  the  Castell  of  i 

Exon.  0 th; 

[3  ot  paid  these  inan^  years.']  | 

“ Prisoners  in  the  Sherive’s  | 

ward,  Gaoic,  and  county  of  , 

the  City  of  Exon.  2 6i! 

The  other  memorial,  on  the  se- 

cond board,  is  tiius : 

“ Ejcon  Loidk  Gale. 

“ Airs.  Hester  Reed  gave  six-pcnce*. 
a-week,  i'or  ever,  to  this  Prison;  toj 
be  paid  out  of  a tenement  called  / hw,, 
in  the  parish  of  Cullu niton,  and  hudi 
out  ill  middling  wheat  bread,  and] 
distributed  ahvays  to  the  prisoner 
in  the  Sheu'  (Shoe).”  ** 

The  follow  ing  memorial  is  framed; 
and  hung  up  ; 

“ Francis  Pengelly  of  this  City,; 
apothecary,  by  deed,  dated  the  Tsli 
of  January,  17  00,  gave  two  [loundsj 
twelve  shillings  a-year,  to  be  laid 
out  in  bread,  lor  the  use  of  thei 
debtors  in  this  prison,  for  ever; 
issuing  out  of  his  estate  called  tlici 
Dolphin  inn,  and  premises  adjoining^ 
situate  in  the  p.arish  of  8t.  Alarv 
Major,  ill  the  said  City.” 

This  estate  was  so  id  in  1805,  and 
5CIO95.  19s.  Gd.  Three  per  Cent.  Coni 
coiidati'd  Aiiiiuilies  imrehased  with 
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the  produce,  in  tiie  names  of  W.  B. 
-Kenuawa},  Thomas  Smith,  A.  Tozer, 
‘lawd  G.  Gi dol'd. 

Debtors  likewise  receive  ten  shil- 
ling's year!  y from  the  Chamber  of  Exe- 
! ter,  on  the  Monday  fortnight  following 
‘i  St.  M ichael's  day  ; ten  shillings  a- year 
fifrom  tlie  Church,  at  the  disposal  of 
1 he  Kceiier ; and  si xpencc  a-y  ca r from 
jibe  Lay-\Gcars  of  the  Church,  the 
hday  their  Court  is  held  at  ftr^'ood- 
%tierry. 

There  is  no  memorial  in  the  Pri- 
ijsons  at  Exeter  of  the  following  doua- 
t^tions,  mentioned  in  Richard  Izacke's 
.Alphabetical  Register,  &c.  printed  in 
I 1736.  Such  valuable  registers  of  j)er- 
- sons'  last  wills,  grants,  &c.  in  other 
Deities,  would  prevent  the  misappli- 
19  cation  of  many  charities. 

I Heynoid  Uayne,  in  1354,  beqiieath- 
p cd  all  his  lands  and  tenements  lying 
iN  in  the  subtirbs  of  the  said  City,  to 
I the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Peter 
Mh  ere,  tor  the  relief  of  those  impri- 
M soiled  in  the  Common  Gaol.  This 
ili  legacy  appears  to  be  lost. 

lyUliaDi  Parnniorc^  by  will,  22d 
February,  1570,  bequeathed  to  the 
i;  needy  prisoners  in  the  King’s  Gaol 
^ in  Exeter,  in  the  South  Gate  there, 
^ and  in  the  Counters,  to  every  of 
t them,  ten  shillings  for  ever,  yearly, 
I to  be  paid  out  of  his  lands  in  the 
^ Cook  Ro2c  in  Exeter. 

This  is  reg'dlariy  paid  to  the  pri- 
^ soners  in  the  South  Gate. 

Thomas  Bridge  man,,  by  ’null,  3d 
j April,  1041,  gave  to  the  said  City 
« the  sum  of  sixty  pound.s,  to  be  con- 
^ tinned  as  a perpetual  stock  ; w-hciTof 
>t  the  interest  of  forty  pounds  to  he 
i bestowed  upon  the  prisoners  in  the 
i Upper  Prison  ; and  the  interest  of 
? the  other  twenty  pounds  to  be  be- 
stowed  upon  the  prisoners  in  the 
i Lower  Prison;  and  this  likewise  to 
ic  continue  for  ever.  This  legacy  ap- 
I pears  to  be  lost. 

Edward  Youa^^  D.  D.  6th  June, 

^ 1663,  by  will,  gave  twenty  shillings 
a a-yearto  the  pri  oners  of  the  Castle, 
a to  be  distributed  by  the  Dean  ol  Exe- 
t ter,  for  the  time  being,  on  the  29th 

# ©f  May. 

Transports  in  this  Gaol  have 
! not  the  King’s  allowance  of  2s,  Qd. 
:{ per  week.  Here  is  no  bath,  nor 
^ oven.  Tim  Gaol  is  hut  seldom  r/- 

• sited.  The  Act  for  Preservation  of 
: Health  is  not  exhibited:  but  the  Pro- 

i I hibitory  Clauses  against  ?^pirituous 


liijuors  are  written  on  paper,  and 
stuck  up.  No  rules  and  orders.  It 
IS  not  in  the  power  of  repairing  to 
make  this  a good  Prison  ; but  it  is 
to  lie  hoped  this  opulent  City  'tvill 
follo-^v  the  example  of  the  County,, 
and  build,  ere  long,  a new  one  in  its 
stead. 

Exetcr.  The  Couxtx'  Prison 
for  Debtors.  — Gaoier,  Hichard 
Rice,  hnlary,  £25,  Garnish,  pto* 
hibited  by  the  Prison  Rules,  yet 
generally  exacted  by  the  prisoners. 
— Chaplain,  none  ; nor  any  re- 
ligious attentions  whatever,  not- 
■ivithstanding  the  great  nlimber  of 
persons  here  contined.  — Surgeon, 
none. — Number  of  dcblors,  Septem- 
ber 13,  ISOG,  nii  eteen. — Allowance, 
at  my  fu-st  visits,  none;  but  now^, 
two  shillings  per  week,  in  cases  of 
exlreme  poverty,  upon  application 
made  to  the  magistrates. 

Remarks  : — This  Prison,  called  the 
Sheriff's  H ard,,  is  in  tlie  parish  of 
Saint  Thomas  the  Apostle.  The 
hoimdary-W'all  is  of 'mud,  with  a 
thatch  coping ; except  a small  part 
of  brick  v/hich  fronts  the  street. 
It  incloses  about  an  acre  of  ground; 
and  from  the  Turnkey’s  lodge  to 
ihe  Prison  is  a walk  of  60  yards, 
shaded  by  a double  row  of  largo 
elms,  and  well  su}>p]ied  with  “water. 
For  master’s-side  debtors  there  are 
seven  rooms,  witli  beds  and  bedding 
furiiished  by  the  Keeper,  for  wdiich 
they  pay  as  jtcr  Table:  one  of  the 
rooms  lias  seven  beds,  and  two  slept 
in  each  bed.  Common-side  debtors 
baVe  six  rooms,  and  each  pays  &d. 
a-week ; but  neither  bedding'  nor 
straw.  Two  ■were  sick  in  bed;  ano- 
ther had  the  jaundice,  and  a fourth 
in  the  last  st  ige  of  a consumption, 
at  my  Visit  in  1803,  wiC  out  any  me- 
dical assistance.  At  the  left  entrance 
of  the  Prison  is  a room  19  feet  by 
IS,  which  still  retains  the  name  of 
“ Church  the  reading-desk  remains, 
and  on  the  walls  are  portions  of 
Scripture  ; but  it  i.s  now  the  common 
day-rooni.  On  the  rigiit  ol  the  pas- 
sage Is  a room  caiicxl  the  Pin-hole, 
Vr’ith  a fire-place  ami  giazed-window , 
where  debtors  dress  their  provisions; 
and  ad  joining , to  it  ss  liie  Strong- 
room, which  has  a fire-place  and 
sinail  glazed  ■n  indow,  a barrack  bed- 
stead,but  no  bedding, nor  even  straw, 
to  sleep  iijion.  Thi.s  is  the  only  tree 
ward  ili  Die  Prison.  The  building  la 
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very  old ; the  rooms  dirty,  and 
swarming  with  bugs.  It  is  a for- 
tunate circumstance,  in  so  crowded 
a prison,  that  the  court  is  spacious 
and  airy.  Here  are  Rules  and  Or- 
ders, signed  by  the  Under  - sheriff 
only ; but  no  attention  is  paid  to  ' 
them.  There  are  constant  broils 
between  the  Keeper  and  his  guests, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  determine  where 
the  fault  most  lies.  The  Gaoler  says, 
no  magistrate  ever  comes  there  with- 
out being  sent  for;  and  any  one 
visiting  this  Prison  must  see  the 
necessity  of  Rules  and  Orders,  both 
for  prisoners  and  keepers,  being  fixed 
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I 

by  the  Legislature.  The  Gaoler  adds, 
that  his  salary  being  so  small,  his 
whole  dependance  is  on  the  hire  of 
his  beds,  and  prison  fees.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  the  extreme  WTetch- 
edness  and  misery  this  Gaol  exhibits. 
The  debtors  (for  the  most  part  me- 
chanicks  and  labourers)  seem  to  be 
more  unfortunate  than  criminal,  and 
have  an  abundant  claim  to  pity  and 
relief.  No  employment,  nor  rooms 
to  work  in,  if  it  were  procured.  One 
prisoner  (Anne  Fisher,  who  had  been 
committed  for  contempt,  Nov.  13, 
1791)  I saw  here  in  1803  ; but  at  my 
last  visit  she  was  discharged.  J.  N EiLn^ 
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LETTER  LIE  OS  PRISONS. 


I- 


“ \Vhen  ^ man  is  transported  from  tiie 
(Tght  of  the  sun  and  the  verdure  of  f.  e 
larth,  where  he  might  roam  without  x^e- 
itraint  amid  the  beauties  of  creation,  to  a 
lungeon  confined  and  dark,  where  he 
mist  breathe  an  unwholesome  ah',  till 
'ches  and  rheumatisms  paralyze  his  limbs 
..the  loss  of  liberty  is  worse  than  death.” 

Crit.  Rev.  vol.  XIV.  p.  5b6. 


Mr.  U 


F 


Sambrook-eourt^ 
July  10. 

ROM  the  readiness  ot  many  of 
the  Magistrate.s  to  attend  to  the 
;nggestions  of  the  benevoient  writer 
’f  the  following  letter,  it  may  be 
.oped  that  some  active  exertions  may 
e made,  to  remedy  the  evils  pointed 
;ut. 


Rut  what  a picture  of  human  mi- 
nery  is  here  exhibited,  of  a poor 
tebtor  descending  into  dungeons,  by 
steps!  There  is  a promise  to 
fim  who  is  good  to  the  poor,  of 
reins:  “ stren»;thened  on  the  bed  of 
unguishing,  and  the  pillow  softened 
•inder  sickness*.”  Will  the  prose-, 
‘lutor  who  sends  the  prisoner  into 
nese  caverns  of  stone,  finally  re- 
lose  on  a bed  of  down  ? 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Nottingham.  Gaoler,  Jo/m //e/t 
lalary  5£140.  Fees,  Debtors  135.  4</. 
fid  to  the  Turnkey  1.9.  besides  which, 
he  Under  Sheriff  demands  49.  for  hi,s 
\heraie  I For  Felons,  no  l’ee.s.  Gar. 
lish  abolished.  Chaplain,  Rev.  JViL 
Gill.  Duty,  prayers  every  Thiirs- 
fiy,  and  praytr.s  and  sermon  evei'^ 
^ Psalm  xli.  2. 


Sunday,  Chrislmas-day,  and  Good* 
Friday.  Salary  £b0.  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Partridge ; salary,  for  Debtors  and 
Felons,  &c.  £S0,  Number  of  pri- 
.soners  on  the  19th  March,  1800, 
Debtors  7,  Felons,  &c.  7 ; on  the  29th 
September,  1805,  Debtors  8,  Felons, 
&c.  5.  Allowance,  sixteen  ounces 
of  bread  i)er  day.  Felons  have  the 
same  allowance  in  bread,  with  one 
penny  jyer  day  in  moneys  and  one 
penny  per  week  for  soap  each.  The 
assize  convicts  under  sentence  of 
transporta  tion,  I am  informed  by  the 
Gaolc:,  liave  the  County  allowance 
of  bread,  in  addition  to  the  King’s 
allowance  of  2s.  6r/. /jer  week  to  live 
upon. 

Remarks.  This  Gaol  adjoins  to, 
and  stands  on  the  South  side  of,  the 
County  or  Shire  Pall.  It  is  situate 
on  the  declivity  of  a hill.  The  en- 
trance to  it  is  down  a passage  from 
the.  street,  leading  to  the  Turnkey’s 
Lodge  ; and  clo.se  to  this  is  the  Debt- 
ors court-yard,  of  100  feet  by  41,  with 
a flagged  terrace,  and  handsome 
iron  nalisades,  commanding  a view 
or  three  Counties. 

On  the  East  .side  of  the  Debtors 
court,  h their  day  apartment,  or 
common  mess-room,  IT  feet  by  10, 
with  a glazed  window,  a fire-place, 
and  side-oven ; and  also  three  good- 
sized  .sleeping-rooms. . 

On  the  North  side  are  three  sleep- 
ing-rooms; one  of  which  has  been 
lately  converted  to  its  proper  use 
out  of  the  Keeper's  stable,  now  dis- 
used ; 
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used ; the  average  size  22  feet  eight 
inches  by  1 1 feet. 

Women  Debtors  have  a room  20 
feet  square,  which  has  a flagged  floor 
with  arched  roof,  a fire-place,  and  a 
large  window,  that,  very  improperly, 
looks  into  the  men’s  court. 

To  all  the  above-mentioned  rooms 
the  Keeper  supplies  beds  and  bedding 
at  3s.  per  week  for  a single  person, 
or  at  2s.  per  week  if  two  sleep  toge- 
ther. 

Over  the  mess-room  is  a small  Cha- 
pel, 23  feet  by  20  feet  six  inches, 
which  has  four  glazed  windows.  The 
sexes  are  separated,  and  all  attended 
divine  service  when  I was  here. 

The  poorer  Debtors  who  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  a bed,  are  most  un- 
comfortably provided  tor  in  this 
County  prison.  Their  descent  is  by 
twenty-eight  steps  to  three  miserable 
sleeping-rooms,  called  free  wards. 
The  two  largest,  about  12  feet  by 
nine,  have  fire-places;  the  third, 
which  formerly  was  the  condemned 
room,  or  place  assigned  for  convicts 
under  sentence  of  death,  is  about  nine 
feet  square,  and  has  in  it  a wooden 
bedstead;  and  all  have  a small  iron- 
grated  and  glazed  window.  The 
Debtors  here  confined  are  obliged  to 
furnish  their  own  beds,  which  yet 
necessity  only  in  the  extreme  can 
induce,  or  rather  compel,  them  to 
occupy. 

A considerable  part  of  the  North 
side  of  the  Debtors  court-yard  is  oc- 
cupied by  a large  dust-hole  and  dmig- 
yard,  leading  to  arcades,  under  which 
are  a capacious  and  convenient  bath, 
with  a copper  to  warm  it  when  ne- 
cessary, but  they  are  seldom  used. 
Two  pumps  and  three  cisterns  supply 
the  bath,  the  Gaoler’s  house,  and  the. 
whole  prison,  with  soft  water  from 
the  river  Leen : it  is  sometimes 
muddy,  and  at  other  times  must  be 
fetched  from  the  bath.  There  is  a well 
in  the  Felons  old  court,  near  the 
Keeper’s  parlour,  which  if  a pump 
were  put  down,  would  supply  the 
whole  prison  with  excellent  spring- 
water.  The  well  was  covered  over 
in  the  year  1799,  for  which  the  only 
reason  I could  hear  assigned  was, 
that  some  prisoners,  then  here,  had 
thrown  improper  things  into  it. 

The  arcades  under  the  County-hall 
would  afford  good  room  for  work- 
shops, and  comfortable  free  wards 


for  the  poor  or  common-side  Debt- 
ors ; and  adjoining  to  the  Turnkey’.s- 
lodge  there  is  sufiicient  space  for  a 
small  court-yard,  to  accommodate 
the  Women  Debtors. 

For  Felons,  at  a descent  oi  forty- 
two  steps,  here  are  two  dark  and 
damp  dungeons,  called  “ The  Pitsf 
cut  out  of  the  friable  sandy  rock  ; 
one  of  which  (23  feet  by  13  and  se- 
ven feet  high)  appears  not  to  have 
been  used  for  a long  time.  The  one, 
occupied  at  the  time  of  my  visits, 
is  nearly  circular,  12  feet  in  diame- 
ter, sup})iied  with  l>arrack-bedsteads ; 
and  op})osite  to  it  in  a narrow'  passage 
are  three  cells,  each  8 feet  by  5.  All 
the  light  or  ventilation  these  subter- 
ranean abodes  can  receive,  is  from 
two  circular  aperturesover  the  doors, 
ot  seven  inches  in  diameter.  Each 
has  a wooden  bedstead  with  loose 
straw  thrown  upon  them,  and  two 
rugs;  the  doorways  only  four  feet 
six  inches  high  and  twu)  feet  w ide. 

The  court-yard  appendant  to  these 
cells  is  that  which  heretofore  had  the 
well  in  it;  and  close  to  the  Keeper’s 
door  is  raised  an  open  iron-palisaded 
fence  of  10  feet  by  5,  to  prevent  the 
Felons  rushing  out.  Their  court- 
yard, 39  feet  by  28,  is  paved  with 
flag-stones ; and  their  day,  or  mess- 
room,  is  in  the  centre  of  it. 

The  uewly-huilt  part  of  the  Felons 
Gao!  has  a court-yard  for  the  men 
25  feet  by  18,  with  a day  or  mess- 
room  22  feet  by  10.  For  women 
here  are  arcades  about  sixteen  feet 
square,  and  a day-room  46  feet  by 
18.  To  each  day- room  there  is  a 
fire-place  with  side-oven. 

Over  these  apartments  are  five 
sleeping-cells  for  men  and  three  for 
women,  which  open  into  a lobby 
five  feet  wide,  with  a wooden  door 
of  separation.  Each  is  about  9 feet 
by  7,  arched  roof,  with  a semicir- 
cular grated  and  glazed  window;  a 
grating  of  like  form  over  each  door. 
They  were  heretofore  only  supplied 
with  a wooden  bedstead  each  for 
two  prisoners,  loose  straw,  and  two 
rugs;  but  the  considerate  Magistrates 
have  lately  ordered  a bed  for  every 
cell,  and  to  these  new  cells  they 
have  added  a stove,  to  introduce 
warmth. 

The  doorways  to  these  cells  are 
4 feet  6 inches  high  by  2 feet  6 wide, 
aud  cased  with  iron.  In  the  Old  and 

New 
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w Gaol  are  twelve  sleeping- 
41s. 

'Prisoners  on  their  discharge  from 
ice  have  money  proportionally 
lilted,  to  carry  them  home. 

When  convicts  are  left  for  exe- 
lioii,  it  is  customary  to  confine 
(nn,  during  the  day-time,  in  a room, 

S feet  by  10,  with  two  windowsill 
a fire-place,  and  a table.  Here 
ey  are  duly  supplied  with  religious 
oks;  they  have  tea  twice  a day, 
d a hot  dinner ; and  are  daily  at- 
Nided  by  the  Chaplain,  or  other 
lergyman. 

At  the  West  end  of  the  County-hall 
lere  is  a very  convenient  and  suit- 
de  place  for  the  awful  business  of 
i-ecutions,  and  where  a platform 
'gilt  be  occasionally  or  perma- 
iiitly  fixed,  as  at  Chelmsford.,  Read- 
g,  and  many  other  places.  Instead 
which,  the  poor  wretches  are 
[lagged  through  the  town  in  a cart, 
i,  a place  about  a mile  distant,  to 
e preposterous  gratification  of  un- 
Ibling  curiosity,  that  “ knows  no 
iotherly  yearnings,”  and  to  the  dis- 
lace  of  civilized  society! 

"Some  years  since,  the  following 
..igular  incident  happened  with  re- 
'(ect  to  the  Prison,  which  is  vouch- 
l by  good  authority: — On  the  19th 
February,  17S7,  two  women 
"ylabel  Morris  and  Elizabeth  Morris ) 
nere  committed  to  this  Gaol,  by 
Jfrtue  of  a Bishop’s  Writ,  and  con- 
ned there  till  the  25th  of  February, 
f99  ; when,  some  repairs  being 
uanted  at  the  Prison,  their  doors 
acre  thrown  open;  they  sent  for  a 
art,  in  which  their  goods  were 
jsaded  in  the  day-time,  and  the  wo- 
rien  went  out  unmolested,  Appli- 
ation  was  made  to  the  Sheriff,  to 
;»now  if  they  were  to  be  brought 
lack  to  prison,  but  nothing  was 
iiune;  and,  at  my  last  visit,  in  Sept. 
iS05,  they  resided  at  Caiverton,  in 
uis  county.  The  sanction  for  the 
lonfineraent  of  a prisoner  upon  the 
hove-raentioned  process  runs  thus  : 

“ For  as  much  as  the  Royal  power 
jught  not  to  be  wanting  to  the  Holy 
thurch  in  its  complaint — You  are 
lornraanded  to  attach  the  said  * * * 
fy  his  [or  her]  body,  according  to 
ihe  law  and  custom  of  England, 
iintil  he  [or  she]  shall  have  made 
iatisfaction  to  the  Holy  Church,  as 
ffell  for  the  contempt,  as  for  the  in- 
rUry  by  him  [or  her]  done  unto  it,” 


One  cannot  help  wishing,  that  the 
Reformation  or  the  Revolution,  or 
any  other  adequate  and  legal  inter- 
ference, had  done  away  the  power  of 
such  imprisonment. 
kiST  of  Legacies  and  Donations. 
JoknSherwin,  Esq.  of  Nottingham, 
four  pounds  per  annum;  now  paid 
quarterly  by  John  Longdon,  Esq. 
out  of  an  estate  at  Branscote,  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Sherwin  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Henry  Handley,  Esq.  the 
donor. 

By  Samuel  Smith,  Esq,  M.P.  for 
Nottingham,  pursuant  to  the  will  of 
Mr.  Abel  Collings,  four  shillings 
monthly  to  the  prisoners,  for  coals. 

John  Elliott,  Esq.  of  Nottingham, 
sends  to  all  the  prisoners  beef,  bread, 
and  ale  at  Christmas. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gill,  Chaplain,  sends 
a large  piece  of  beef  at  Christmas. 

Lady  Warren  sends  twelve  stone 
of  beef,  at  different  times,  to  the 
Debtors. 

The  High  Sheriffs,  for  the  last 
three  years,  have  sent  five  ton  of 
coals,  and  bread,  beef,  and  ale  to  all 
the  prisoners. 

The  Grand  Jury,  at  the  Assizes, 
make  a collection  for  the  criminal 
prisoners,  to  the  amount  of  from 
thirty  to  forty  shillings. 

Here,  as  at  Derby,  Horsham,  &c. 
a man  goes  round  the  country  about 
Christmas,  and  collects  money  at  gen- 
tlemen’s houses  fur  the  debtors. 

s.  d. 

In  1802,  the  collection 

amounted  to  - - - - 52  410 

Paid  to  John  Br under ith, 
the  collector,  being  out 
12  weeks  and  four  days, 
at  tw  o guineas  per  week  26  8 0 


Nett  amount  - - - 25  16  10 

Distributed  as  follows  : 

1802.  _ £.  s.  d.  £.  s.  d. 

Dec.26, 4 debtors,  each  1 14  11  6 19  8 

1803. 

Jan.  17,5ditto  - - 1 15  4 8 16  8 

Feb.26,6ditto  - - 1 3 4 7 0 0 

Mar.  3,  7 ditto  - -066  250 

1 ditto  - - 0 15  6 0 15  6 


25  16  10 

In  1803,  the  collection  was 
£28.  2s.  2d.  Ill  1804,  it  amounted 
to  £56.  10s.  lOd.  The  particulars 
of  distribution  will  be  narrated  in  my 
State  of  Prisons,  now  preparing  for 
the  press. 


I here 


4 Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on 

I here  beg  leave  to  pay  my  respect- 
ful acknowledgements  to’  William  El- 
liott Elliott,  esq.  of  Gedling  House, 
late  High  Sheriff  of  this  county,  who 
humanely  accompanied  me  to  the 
prisons,  hospital,  and  work-houses  ; 
and  also  to  the  worthy  Magistrates  in 
general,  for  the  polite  notice  they  were 
pleased  to  take  of  my  suggestions,  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  the  gaols  at  Not- 
tingham and  Southwell. 

My  dear  Friend, 

The  above  Remarks  on  the  County 
Gaol  of  Nottingham  will,  I fear,  oc- 
cupy loo  much  of  Mr,  Urban’s  valuable 
Miscellany,  to  admit  of  adding  the 


Nottingham  Gaol. 


[July. 


Town  Gaol  to  it.  But  I cannot  clos^ 
the  narrative  without  observing,  tha 
the  Old  Castle  presents  one  of  the  fines^ 
situations  in  the  kingdom  for  a new 
Gaol,  together  with  the  Courts  of 
Justice,  &c.  for  the  whole  of  which 
the  autient  pile  of  ruins  seems  capable 
of  affording  an  ample,  if  not  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  materials.  1 hope  the 
period  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  ju- 
dicious Magistrates  of  so  respectable 
a County  will  turn  their  attention  to- 
wards this  important  object,  as  a last- 
ing monument  of  humanity;  and  am, 
Yourstruly,  JamesNeild. 

To  Doctor  Lettsonii  London. 


NicHots  ond  Sov,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleei^ireet. 
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LETTER  LIII.  ON  PRISONS^ 


Mr.  Urban, 


“ It  shall  be  with  him,  and  he  shall 
■ead  therein,  that  he  may  learn  to  fear 
she  Lord.”  Deut.  xvii.  19. 

Sambrook~courti 
August  21. 

The  following  history  is  so  copi- 
ous, as  would  have  induced  me 
:o  avoid  troubling  the  publick  with 
limy  remarks  of  mine,  had  not  the  oc- 
.:asion  been  offered  of  noticino;  the  at- 
itention  exercised  towards  the  pri- 
soners, of  introducing  religious  books, 
jto  suit  the  conditions  of  the  objects 
confined  t.  In  the  regulations  of 
‘Massachusetts  State  Prison,  in  Ame- 
rica, Sect.  1.  Art.  4.  it  is  expre.ssly 
ordered,  that  “ the  Superintendant 
Kshall  procure  such  books  as  the  Chap- 
lain may  think  necessary  and  useful 
ifor  the  prisoners,  and  they  shall  be 
^permitted  to  use  no  other.”  On  that 
.Continent,  prisoners  are  confined,  not 
imereiy  for  punishment,  but  likewise 
for  reformation.  It  is  there  speciti- 
rjcally  enjoined  : ‘‘  That  the  Chaplain 
ishall  consider  it  his  duty',  as  frequently 
i|as  may  be  consistent  with  other  avo- 
:| cations,  to  see  the  prisoners  alone  in 
S their  rooms,  to  enquire  into  their 
ti States,  to  instruct  ti.em  in  spiritual 
d concerns,  to  distribute  moral  and  re- 
fjligous  books  among  them  at  his  dis- 
'icretion,  and  to  do  all  other  things 
within  his  province  which  snail  anl 
this  desi£n  of  tlie  Government  m 

2. 


beet. 


design 

I relormiug  the  nrisoners.” 
Art.  2. 


f Compare  Letters  X..  XX.  XXIL 


A similar  spirit  is  laudably  extend* 
iiig  in  this  country,  and  many  respect* 
able  characters  have  devoted  their 
labours  to  improve  and  reform  the 
prisoner;  and  I conclude  this  letter 
with  pleasure,  in  recommending  “ Ser- 
mons for  Prisons ; to  which  are  added. 
Prayers  for  the  use  of  Prisoners  in 
solitary  confinement.  By  JobnBrews- 
ter,  M.  A.  Chaplain  to  Lord  Viscount 
Falkland,  and  Lecturer  of  Stockton* 
upon-Tees,”  as  well  as  a respectable 
Mag^istrate.  ' J.  C.  Lettsoivt, 

Norwich  Castle.  Gaoler,  John 
Johnson',  salary  £l(jO.  and  also  al- 
lowed two  Turnkeys,  to  wiipm  the 
County  pays  10s.  6fit.  each  per  week. 
Fees  and  Garnish  abolished. — Chap- 
lain, Rev.  Feter  Hunssll ; duty, 
prayers  and  sermon  on  Sunday,  and 
prayers  on  Tuesday  and  Friday;  sa- 
lary £h0.- — Surgeon,  Edward  Rigb^^ 
esq.  Mayor  of  Norwich  in  the  year 
180b.  And  here  let  me  seize  the  oc- 
casion of  paying  my  respectful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  then  worthy 
Chief  Magistrate,  for  his  politeness 
in  accompanying  me  to  the  Prisons, 
Hospital,  and  Workhouses  of  this 
cit}.  Salary,  ^€^4  0.  for  Debtors  and 
Felons.— Number  of  Prisoners  1805, 
Sept.  6,  12,  felons,  &c.  12.Debtors 
Total  24.— Allowance  ; To  Debtors, 
one  pound  and  half  (A'  bread  day  , 
and  half  a pound  of  cheese  per  week, 
each  ; one  bush.  1 of  coals  to  each 
room  weekly  iii  winter,  and  naif  a 
bushel  in  summer,  to  be  increased  or 
diminished  at  the  discretion  of  the 

visiting 
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visiting  Magistrates.  To  Felons,  and 
other  Criiiiiuai  Prisoners,  two  pounds 
of  bread  daily,  and  halt  a pound  of 
cheese  per  week  ea^h  ; witli  an  allow- 
ance of  coals  regulated  according  to 
the  number  in  custody,  so  as  to 
avoid  iUperiluity  aiui  waste. 

Remarks.  Tins  Castle  is  seated 
on  the  .juiiimit  of  a lefty  hill,  and  the 
Prison  lias  been  enlarged  of  late  by 
additional  huiidiiigs.  I'hc  Gaoler’s 
house  is  on  the  right  of  the  ciitraucc, 
and  on  the  grouuu-iiour  are  his  par- 
lour, and  the  visiting  Magistrates’ 
Committee  room.  Tiic  I'aUci,  now- 
ever,  was  heretofore  seldom  used, 
on  accom  t of  a drain  below  the  win- 
dow, which  at  times  made  both  rooms 
intolerably  otienS'Ve.  The  Keeper 
has  also  four  bed- rooms,  two  on  the 
first  floor,  and  two  on  tiie  second. 

A small  area,  of  18  feet  6 by  15 
feet,  divides  tiie  ivceper's  house  irom 
the  Turnkey’s-lodge  on  the  lelt.  And 
over  it  is  the  Chapel,  in  which  the 
gallery  is  approprialed  to  Debtors, 
and  the  lower  part  to  Criminal  Pri- 
soners. The  Mastcr's-sidc  Debtors, 
or  those  of  the  better  order,  who  are 
on  the  Keeper's  side  ol  the  Prison, 
have  live  rooms  12  feet  by  T,  with 
a fire-place  in  each,  and  glazed  win- 
dows ; but  of  thc'e  the  casements, 
20  inches  only  by  12,  are  t(H>  small. 

On  the  Chapel  side  are  three  rooms 
10  feet  square,  with  glazed  windows, 
but  no  tire-plfice  ; and  four  .others 
15  fe'et  by  10,  with  fire-places,  and 
windows  scanty  like  the  tormer. 

The  Debtors’  court-yard  is  87  feet 
26,  with  a pump  in  it,  which  is 
»iipplied  with  water  from  auother 
puhip  in  the  Felons’  court-yard. 

The  Wohien  Debtors,  of  the  Mas- 
ter’s 'sidb,  have  three  cells,  each  9 
feet  by  7,  wilb  a day-room  12 
feet  square,  and  a tirc-piace  in  it  and 
glazed  windows.  Their  court-yard  is 
f 7 feet  by  '?. 

To  all  the  above  rooms  the  Keeper 
furnishes  beds  and  bedding  at  from 
Is.  Qtth  per  week  each  to  4s.  The 
prices  are  painted  on  the  doOrs,  hut 
iioiie  of  these  lodging  - rooms  have 
sulfieient  am  to  be“  wholesome, 
i Common-side  Debtors,  Men  and 
Women,  have  six  sleeping  - rooms, 
each  9 feet  by  7 ; a day-room  12 
feet  square,  with  a fire-place  ; and 
all  the  window  s are  glazed.  These 
rooms  have'  each  a bedstead,  rush- 
mat,  two  blankets,  or  in  winter  three. 


and  a rug,  supplied  by  the  County. 
Their  court-yard  is  24  feet  square, 
w ith  an  arcade  of  18  feet  square ; , , 
and  the  pump  there  is  likewise  sup- 
plied from  that  in  the  Felons’  court. 

Male  and  Female  Debtors  have 
only  one  day-room.  Their  friends 
are  auniiited  from  nine  o’clock  till 
seven  in  the  summer,  and  from  nine 
till  four  in  w inter,  every  day  except 
Sundays,  when. no  visitors  are  allowed. 

The  Female  Felons,  Convicts  and 
Misdemeanours,  have  a court-yard  13 
feet  by  8.  For  some  years  they 
had  two  rooms  only  of  about  8 
feet  square,  with  glazed  windows  in 
both,  and  a fire-place  in  the  lower 
room ; but  now^  a good  lodging 
apartment,  of  24  feet  by  14,  and 
S feet  6 inches  high,  has  been 
added  for  their  accommodation,  over- . 
their  day-room.  They  have  no  wa- 
ter accessible  however,  except  what 
is  fetched  from  the  common  - side 
Debtors’  pump. 

4'he  Male  Criminal  Prisoners  of  all 
descriptions  are  confined  m the  older 
part  of  the  building;  and  have  one 
court-yard  only  54  feet  by  32  ; on 
each  side  of  which  are  arcades  under 
the  cells  for  prisoners  to  take  air  and  ^ 
exercise  in  bad  weather.  Their  cells 
are  in  all  thirty-six,  each  9 feet  6 inches 
by  8 fbet,  and  furnished  with  an  • 
iron  bedstead,  wood-bottomed,  two 
mats,  two  blankets  in  summer,  or 
three  in  winter,  and  a rug  ; the  win- 
dows not  glazed,  hut  have-  inside 
shutters.  Tiiey  have  also  seven  day- 
rooms  of  14  feet  each  by  12,  three 
only  of  which  have  fire-places. 

In  each  of  the  cells  a tub  is  substi- 
tuted for  an  urinal;  and  on  every 
landing-place  are  sewers,  which  frorn 
their  construction  arc  rendered  Very 
ofl^ciisive.  The  cells  are  -ventilated 
by  a circular  aperture  over  each  door, 
and  likewise  by  a small  pot-hole  made 
in  each  door. 

Felons  are  always  divested  of  their 
own  apparel  on  being  brought  ilitb 
custody,  and  the  County  noathitig 
put  on  ; w hen  going  to  be  tried  they 
have  their  own  cioaths  given  them. 
After  conviction  the  County  dreSS  is 
alwavs  resumed.  Their  washing  of 
linen  is  all  done  out  of  the  Gaol,  at 
the  Coimty’s  e'xpcnce.  Misdemeanours 
also,  if  received  in  a dirty  otfensive 
state,  arc  always  strijiped  and  washed 
previous  to  their  being  admitted  into 
the  interior  of  the  Gaol. 
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Out  of  tv.  o of  the  Felons’  court- 
ircadcs,  two  cells,  9 feet  by  7, 
aave  been  constructed  for  refractory 
debtors.  In  the  same  court-yard 
here  is  also  an  Hospital.  On  the 
i^rourd-floor  is  a bath,  not  used.  On 
he  upper-door  are  two  convalescent- 
wobniSy  one  15  feet  by  8,  with  a 
lire-placc;  the  other,  without  one,  10 
eet  by  G;  these  are  furnished  with 
ron,  wooden  - bottomed,  bedsteads, 
uud  suitable  beddinjr.  Above  these 
s the  hospital  or  injirniury-rooms,  17 
eet  by  14,  with  fire-place  and  jjlazed 
windows ; ventilated  by  leaden  pipes 
•un  through  tlie  roof,  and  fitted  up 
with  a wooden  bedstead  and  hang- 
ings, beds,  bolster,  pillows,  a regular 
rhange  of  linen,  &c. 

There  seems  to  be  no  proper  store- 
room in  the  whole  Prison.  The  ge- 
neral employment  here  consists  of 
.iiaiior’s-work  and  shoemaking,  cut- 
ting  pegs,  skewers,  and  making  nets 
of  various  sorts.  Debtors  are  al- 
lowed to  work  if  they  can  procure 
the  liieans  from  without,  and  they 
have  all  they  earn.  Criminal  Pri- 
soners have  nine-pence  in  the  shilling 
of  their  earnings;  and  the  Keeper 
has  the  other  threepence  for  fur- 
•nishing  them  with  implements  and 
imaterials. 

Many  are  the  comforts  here  af- 
forded by  the  considerate  Magistrates 
to  alleviate  the  burden  and  soothe 
the  sorrows  of  imprisonment.  A 
inurse  or  matron  is  constantly  retained, 
and  paid  6s.  per  w eek  by  the  County. 
:Her  duty  is  to  attend  the  sick  daily, 
rwhether  Criminals  or  poor  Debtors, 
.and  to  provide  for  them  broth,  gruel, 
'milk-j)ottage,  wine,  extra  diet,  &c. 
by  order  of  their  Surgeon,  of  whose 
professional  abilities,  humanity,  and 
assiduous  attentions,  the  Hospital  and 
■Prison  books  bear  ample  record. 

A porter  or  errand-man  is  also  era- 
'ployed  at  9s.  per  week  by  the  County, 
to  purchase  articles  of  food,  and 
other  needful  accommodations  for  all 
the  prisoners.  Every  Debtor  is  al- 
loVved  to  purchase  one  quart  of  ale 
or  porter  daily,  but  not  n ore ; and 
sno  other  liquor  is  permitted  to  be  in- 
troduced except  by  order  uf  the  8ur- 
: i:  geon  in  cases  of  sickness. 

Bibles,  prayer-books,  and  religious 
I tracts  adapted  to  their  condition,  are 
I most  humanely  furnished  by  the 
1.  Comity,  and  delivered  out  to  the 


prisoners  at  the  judicious  discretion 
of  their  worthy  Chaplain. 

Mops,  brooms,  pails,  towels,  wash- 
ing-bowls, coal-boxes,  &c.  are  libe- 
rally supplied  by  the  Magistrates  for 
their  use ; so  that  not  their  persons 
only,  but  all  parts  of  the  Prison,  may 
be  kept  in  a state  of  cleanliness  and 
comfort ; and  the  orders  given  tQ 
this  end  I found  literally  obeyed  by 
the  attentive  Keeper. 

Thus  much  may  be  said  on  the  sub- 
ject in  a style  of  honest  eulogy  . But 
all  that  trufh  equally  demands, 
arising  from  a close  inspection  of  this 
very  interesting  and  important  Gaol, 
has  not  yet  been  said,  The  defects 
in  its  construction  are  many,  an4 
great:  the  frequent  escapes  from  4 
prove  that  it  is  insecure;  and  hence 
a visitor  finds,  and  is  sorry  to  find, 
that  almost  all  the  Prisoners  are  in 
irons. 

There  is  a want  of  arrangement 
also  in  the  distribution  of  the  build- 
ing. The  Gaoler’s  house  commands 
but  a very  imperfect  vieiy  of  the 
whole  Prison.  The  court-yards  are 
small,  and  the  air,  of  course,  is  ren- 
dered impure.  Almost  every  chin?- 
ney  smokes ; the  sewers  (so  called 
from  delicacy)  are  all  dead  weils, 
about  five  feet  deep  into  the^  solid 
earth,  and  without  any  offset  ocdrain, 
so,  as  to  vitiate  the  adjacent  atmo- 
sphere, One  rainy  morning  during 
my  visit,  even  the  worthy  Gaoler’s 
parlour  was  unbearably  nauseous; 
and  to  retreat  from  it  was  thought  a 
luxury,  whilst  conning  my  notes,  and 
endeavouring  to  establish  that  vera- 
city of  which  none  who  read  these 
remarks,  and  have  ever  been  there, 
at  the  period  I am  speaking  of,  will 
ever  doubt.  The  situation  and  the 
state  of  these  too-often  - neglected 
particulars  are  really  of  the  greatest 
consequence  in  places  of  con  finement, 
and  have  ever  engaged  my  peculiar 
attention,  as  principal  ingredients  of 
unhealthiness  in  many  of  our  Gaols. 

The  lobbies  or  pass.agesin  this  Gaol 
arc  scarcely  wide  enough  for  a single 
person  ; nor  is  there  any  proper  dis- 
tinction or  decent  separation  observed 
between  the  sexes  or  classes  of  its 
inhabitants.  Above  ail  other  consi- 
derations, however,  this  last,  though 
little  regarded,  is  in  fact  the  most 
important,  “ as  it  affects  the  morals.” 
The  g'lilly  of  atrocious  crimes,  and 
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the  barely-suspected  of  venial  faults, 
should  never  be  rhixed  together.  In 
little,  and  far-distant  abodes  of  du- 
rance vile,  it  may,  because  it  must^ 
be  seen  and  passed  by,  as  locally  ir- 
remediable. But  never  so,  surely,  in 
the  Gaol  or  the  Bridewell  of  a large, 
an  opulent,  and  a well-informed  Coun-^ 
ty^  to  which  many  others  in  the  king- 
dom may  look  up  for  precedence  in 
liberal  regulation. 

Under  these  impressions  it  was  that 
at  my  last  visit,  1 left  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich ; a city  which  I shall  ever  re- 
member with  respect  and  gratitude 
for  the  great  attention  with  which  the 
Magistrates  were  pleased  to  honour 
my  remarks,  and  for  the  civilities 
and  politeness  I personally  received 
from  many,  virtuous  and  philanthro- 
pic characters. 

Legacies  to  Norwich  Castle  Gaol. 

Mrs.  Frances  Kemp  (an  extract  of 
whose  will  I have  by  me)  formerly 
bequeathed  three  pounds  to  the  poor 
of  Norwich  and  Heydon  : thirty  shil- 
lings for  preaching  three  sermons  a 
year,  and  thirty  shillings  to  the  pri- 
soners in  the  Hall  and  Castle  Gaols 
annually  for  ever.  For  the  payment 
she  bound  an  estate  in  Heydon,  left 
her  by  her  father  John  Mingay^  esq. 

The  payment  of  these  legacies  to 
the  poor  Prisoners  has  for  many  years 
been  cruelly  withheld.  The  Gaolers 
could  furnish  me  with  only  one  soli- 
tary instance  of  5s.  being  paid  by  the 
parish  of  St.  Stephen. 

J.  KorriSy  esq.  late  of  Witton,  left 
by  will  five  guineas  annually  for  ever. 


the  dividends  of  three  per  Cent.  Con- 
sols,  to  purchase  religious  books,  for 
the  use  of  all  prisoners  in  the  Castle 
Gaol;  and  ordained  that  any  over 
plus  of  that  sum  should  be  distributed  i 
amongst  the  most  needy  and  deserv-  I 
ing  Felon  Prisoners,  or  be  laid  out  | 
in  the  v eekly  purchase  of  beef,  for  j 
all  the  Felon  Prisoners  indiscrimi- 
nately, at  the  discretion  of  the  Dean  I 
and  resident  Prebendaries.  To  this  i 
legacy  an  addition  was  made  in  No-  i 
vember  1797,  by  the  purchase  of '| 
twenty-five  pounds  three  per  Cent.  | 
Consols ; so  that  seven  guineas  are  r 
now  allowed  yearly  by  the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  to  be  expended  as  i 
aforesaid. 

Every  prisoner  in  this  place  at- 
tended Divine  Service  at  Chapel  when 
I was  here,  in  September  1805.  Their 
behaviour  was  orderly,  and  they  were 
suitably  attentive  to  every  appropri- 
ate and  impressive  discourse  from 
Mr.  Hansell. 

Here  is  no  alarm-bell.  The  Clauses|[ 
for  prohibiting  the  use  of  spirituous 
Liquors  are  hung  up  conspicuously  in 
the  Gaol,  and  Abstracts  from  the  Rules  i 
and  Orders  stuck  up  in  various  parts, 
of  the  Prison  ; but,  singularly  enough, 
the  Act  for  Preserving  the  Health  of' 
Prisoners  is  placed  in  the  Crown 
Court  of  the  adjacent  Shire  Hall; 
and  of  course  the  Prisoners  here  have 
not  a chance  of  ever  seeing  it. 

The  annual  average  of  commit- 
ments for  the  last  seven  years.  Debtors  • 
57,  Felons’ 103,  Misdemeanours  23. 

James  Neild. 


Nichols  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet-street. 
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Le  travail eloigne  de  nou5  trois  grands 
aaux,  I’ennui,  le  vice,  et  le  besoin=^-.’' 

Voltaire. 

However  important  it  may  be 
to  the  security  and  prosperity 
?l)f  mercantile  relations,  to  reduce  a 
rreemaii  to  the  subjection  of  incar- 
reration  ; a variety  of  contingencies, 
iindependently  of  dishonourable  prin- 
ijiiple,  may  reduce  a person  to  a state 
of  bankruptcy ; yet,  admitting*  of  mis- 
tconduct,  or  even  criminality,  it  is  dif- 
ificult  to  e.vpiaiii  the  utiiity  of  a te- 
Idious  confinement,  after  every  thing 
ihas.been  delivered  up  to  the  creditor, 
dt  cannot  improve  morals,  but  may 
promote  degeneracy;  and,  in  many 
ainstances,  locks-up  induslr^-^,  which 
imight  be  exercised  to  the  benefit  of 
ilhe  creditor,  and  to  the  protection 
sand  support  of  an  iiinoceni  wife  and 
ihelpless  children.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  an 
1 excellent  essay  in  the  Idler,  Howard 
iOn  Prisons,  and  Beccaria,  with  Ihc 
li  Commentary  of  Voltahe,  have  forci- 
bly exposed  the  impolicy  and  cruelty 
of  this  practice,  beyond  the  powers 
of  my  pen;  whilst  the  debtor  in  this 
s;  polrslied  nation  continueq,  in  many 
. instances,  an  object  of  greater  severily 
' of  treatment,  than  the  v. orsi:  crimi- 


*  Labour  rids  us  of  three  great  evds, 
irksomeness,  vice,  and  jiovrryr. 


nal.  Even  the  prison  of  Horsham, 
in  some  respects  highly  to  be  ap- 
proved, extends  no  medical  aid  to  the 
sick  debtor,  although  a regular  es- 
tabli.shraent  is  aft’orded  to  the  Felons! 
Let  it  be  recorded,  however,  to  the 
honour  of  the  Surgeon  who  attends 
them,  tiiat  he  humanely  and  gratu- 
itously devotes  his  professional  aid  to 
the  neglected  debtor,  which  could 
not  e.scape  the  notice  of  the  benevo- 
lent Neiid.  But.  it  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  surprize,  that  medical  re- 
lief should  he  withheld  from  tho-se  to 
whom  bread  is  denied,  unless  upon 
supplication  as  a pauper;  and  then 
the  pittance  of  one  pound  of  bread 
a day  is  allovred,  to  keep  body  and 
.soul  longer  united  in  a mi.serabie  ex- 
istence! To  have  rendered  thi.s  less 
miserable,  one  laudable  plan  yet  re- 
mained, in  the  exercise  and  indulgence 
of  labour ; but  this  is  prevented  by 
magi.sterial  povrer;  and  thus  idleness 
and  its  consequent  vices  are  substi- 
tuted for  industry  and  its  usual  at- 
tendant morality.  What  a climax  is 
prc.sented  1 The  poor  debtor  wants 
ibod;  the  means  of  acquiring  it  is 
labour;  hut  labour  is  denied,  aiid  want 
confirmed.  Idleness  is  thfi  root  of 
evil,  and  iisduslry  its  antidote;  b.it 
empiovunent  is  pfcvented,  and  this 
vice  and  iinnieralily  are  promo tedtr" 

- . byssq.v 
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Sussex  affords  many  sources  of  high 
gratification,  lls  coast  is  the  resort 
of  the  wealthy  invalid,  as  well  as  of 
the  gay  and  the  voluptuous.  In  this 
county,  horse-races,  and  various  inodes 
of  dissipating  ennui  and  fortunes,  are 
presented.  But,  amidst  these  recre- 
ations, does  the  state  of  the  poor 
debtc  r ever  intrude  on  the  mind  of 
the  affluent.^  or  is  his  single  loaf  sea- 
vSoned  and  meliorated  by  the  super- 
fluities of  satiety  and  luxury? 

I cannot  conclude  this  letter  with- 
out noticing  the  confinement  of  a 
debtor  for  the  space  of  41  years,  for 
a debt  of  fifteen  pounds.  It  is  said, 
that  he  is  insane.  Is  I here  any  thing 
wonderful,  that  treatment  of  this  cha- 
racter should  produce  insanity  ? 

This  instance  of  wretchedness  seems 
to  equal,  if  not  exceed,  that  of  Hugh 
Robert  Evans  in  the  Gaol  of  Dol- 
gelly  (Letter  IV.  on  Prisons),  whom 
Mr.  Neild  got  liberated  from  that 
wretched  prison,  after  twenty  years 
confinement!  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Horsham,  Sussex.  The  County 
Gaol  and  BRiitEWELu.  Gaoler,  Sa- 
muel Smart.  Salary,  £120.  Three 
turnkeys  are  also  assigned  him,  to 
each  of  whom  the  County  pays  13s. 
per  week.  Fees  of  every  kind  are 
very  laudably  done  away. — Garnish, 
prohibited,  hut  not  yet  abolished;  as 
sometimes  debtors  exact  of  new- 
comers a pot  of  beer,  or  a pint  of 
wine.  Shall  felons  teach  debtors  rea- 
son, prudence,  -and  oeconomy,  in  the 
hours  of  poverty  and  distress? — Chap- 
lain, Rev.  fVilliam  Jameson.  Duty, 
prayers  every  day,  and  a weekly  ser- 
mon. Salary  £50. — Surgeon,  Mr. 
Dubbins,  for  the  felons,  and  other 
criminal  prisoners.  Salary,  £20. 

medical  assistance  does  not 
yet  here  extend  to  poor  debtors,  this 
humane  practitioner  has  hitherto  at- 
tended them  gratuitously. 

“ Hie  vir,  hie  Homo  est  ; alibi 
videte,  Chirurgi.'' 

Number  of  prisoners.  May  24,  1807, 
ten  debtors,  twenty-seven  felons,  (kc. 
andonelunatick.  Allowance, debtors, 
none;  except  to  paupers,  who,  upon 
application,  have  one  pound  of  bread 
per  day,  sent  in  loaves  from  the  ba- 
ker’s, and  weighed  by  the  Gaoler. 
Felons,  and  other  criminal  prisoners, 
two  pounds  of  bread,  in  loaves,  which 
I have  always  found  to  be  of  full 
weight.  Transports  have  the  King’s 
allowance  of  2s.  6d.  per  week. 


Remarks.  The  situation  of  this 
Prison,  judiciously  chosen,  is  a little 
way  out  of  the  town.  In  the  door  of 
the  Keeper’s  house  is  placed  a “ Poor’s 
Box,”  for  obtaining  small  or  other 
donations,  in  aid  of  prisoners’  six- 
pences. A small  garden  extends  along 
the  front  of  the  building.  ' 

Here  are  two  spacious  court-yards,  i 
of  about  half  an  acre  each,  with  gra- 
vel walks  surroundins:  a fine  grrass-  ; 
plat;  both  courts  are  well  supplied  j 
with  excellent  w^ater ; and  the  wall  ! 
which  encircles  them  encloses  the  i 
whole  Prison. 

It  has  two  floors,  built  over  ar- 
cades; and  the  ascent  to  each  is  by  ; 
a stone  staircase,  skirted  with  iron  | 
rails.  On  each  floor,  both  on  the 
debtors’  and  felons’  side,  are  distributed 
ten  rooms,  five  on  each  side  a passage 
five  feet  w ide : a day-room  also  to 
each,  of  28  feet  by  12  feet  3 inches; 
and  a lodging-room  for  the  turnkeys. 

Each  debtor  and  felon  has  a sepa- 
rate room  of  10  feet  by  7,  and  9 teet 
high,  to  the  crown  of  the  arch.,  They 
are  all  arched  Qver  with  brick,  to 
prevent  danger  and  confusion  in  case 
of  fire ; and  to  each  room  are  two 
doors,  one  of  wood,  the  other  iron- 
latticed ; a shutter  for  the  window, 
with  a pane  of  knobbed  glass  in  it, 
a wooden  bedstead,  a straw -in-canvas 
bed,  and  tw  o blankets.  The  County 
likewise  is  so  considerate  as  to  allow 
each  common  room  of  both  descrip- 
tions half  a bushel  of  coals  per  day 
during  the  six  winter  months,  two 
tin  kettles,  and  a w ooden  scuttle. 

A turnkey,  paid  by  the  County, 
goes  twice  a-day  to  purchase  pro- 
visions and  liquors  for  the  debtors  ; 
and  it  is  very  properly  fixed,  that 
they  shall  not  exceed  each  one  pint 
of  wine,  or  a quart  of  strong  beer 
a day.  The  magistrates  have  sup-- 
plied  the  Prison  w ith  scales  and  . 
weights,  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants; 
and  I have  always  found  the  loaves 
of  full  weight,  as  sent  in  from  the 
baker’s. 

Here  is  no  regular  infirmary;  but 
two  apartments,  with  fire-places,  are 
set  apart  distinctly  for  the  respective 
sick. 

The  Cliapel,  which  Is  in  the  Keep- 
er's house,  has  a icaiierv  for  the  Gaol- 
er  and  his  family.  The  pulpit  is  on 
the  same  Jevid  : the  area,  below'  is  17 
feet  by  15,  and  has  parallel  benches 
for  the  prisoners  ; so  that  debtors 

and 
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k|and  felons  of  both  sexes  sit  opposite 
■each  other,  but  almost  close  together. 
Every  prisoner  absent  from  J)ivine 
['Service  without  a proper  cause  is 
iipimisb.ed  either  by  close  continement, 
I'orsiiorl  allowance.  Religious  books, 
*atthe  couiily  cxpence,  are  distributed 
iby  the  worliiy  Chaplain;  and  when 
1 was  there  in  July  1806,  not  only 
•all  the  prisoners  attended  Chapel,  but 
I [their  deportment  was  orderly  and  at- 
itentive. 

The  Gaoler’s  house  does  not  seem 
I to  command  a proper  view  of  the 
icourt-yards  ; this  might  be  remedied, 
however,  by  a window  made  in  his 
kitchen,  towards  the  debtors’  court, 
land  also  in  his  parlour,  next  to  that  of 
ihe  felons’.  Sitting  benches  also  in 
ithe  day-rooms  would  be  very  con- 
venient, and  shelves  for  depositing 
Ihe  prisoners’  plates  and  provisions; 
mstead  of  which,  at  present,  there  are 
;i3nly  the  naked  walls. 

Felons,  at  their  entrance,  are 
washed  with  warm  water,  and  each 
man  is  clothed  with  the  gaol  uniform 
1’oat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches;  also 
4.W0  shirts,  two  pair  oi'  stockings,  a 
oair  of  shoes,  a hat,  and  a woollen 
il’ap.  Here  is  likewise  an  oven  to 
warify  olleiisive  clothes,  and  a place 
10  hang  them  up  till  the  prisoner  is 
liisdiarged. 

At  my  two  or  th rec  former  visits,  the 
r^ounty  allowed  those  debtors  to  work 
vho  could  procure  employment,  by 
ivhich  many  nol  only  supported  them- 
felves  comfortably,  but  gave  sonu'  as- 
fistance  to  their  poor  families.  1 was 
»orry  to  be  informed  in  1806,  that 
ihis  sahilary  indulgence  was  withheld, 
ind  the  whole  number  (28)  in  a state 

idleness,  no  work  whatever  being 
liermittcd  in  the  gaol. 

In  many  of  our  best  governed  pri- 
10ns  it  is  a maxim,  that  every  alten- 
sion  possible  should  be  paid  to  the 
Jneaiis  of  labour. 

; Sir  George  Paul  very  justly  ob- 
lerv’cs,  that  ^Debtors,  mid  the //?/- 
ioin  lcterl,  shoiibl,  doubtless,  be  ailow- 
id  to  employ  tlie  wages  of  tbeir  own 
iulnstrv,  to  make  life  more  cornfort- 

I 


able;  but  under  such  restrictions  as 
the  good  government  of  the  prison 
renders  indispensable.  What  is  it  less 
than  a palpable  absurdity  to  commit 
a penny  less  offender  till  he  pays  a fine., 
and  deny  him  the  exercise  of  his  art 
arid  industry  to  enable  him  to  redeem 
his  liberty?” 

Since  writing  the  above,  however, 
candour  obliges  me  to  add,  that  i 
have  been  informed  some  debtors  iu 
Horsham  Gaol  had  heretofore  at- 
tempted to  escape ; and  that  some 
others  would  not  conform  to  the 
Rules  and  Restrictions  of  the  house, 
which  caused  the  above  prohibition 
of  work,  as  the  most  effectual  mode 
of  correction. 

Every  Christmas  a man  goes  about 
the  county  to  collect  donations  for 
the  relief  of  poor  debtors  here  con- 
fined. The  money  thus  procured  is 
distributed  amongst  them  at  2s.  per 
week,  till  the  whole  net  produce  is 
expended.  In  1805,  the  contribution 
amounted  to  £61.  2s.;  and  in  180G, 
to  ^’84.  11.9.  11</. ; out  of  which  the 
collector  had  one  fourth  for  his  ex- 
pences,  time,  and  trouble. 

At  my  several  visits  here,  I recol- 
lect to  have  seen  one  Simon  South- 
li'ard,  a debtor,  who  is  said  to  have 
been  committed  to  Horsham  Gaol  so 
long  since  as  the  22d  of  February, 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  for  a debt  of  £15.  He  styles 
himself  (if  still  alive)  Simon  Earl  of 
Derby,  King  in  Man;  and  is  very 
orderly  and  inoflensive,  though  evi- 
dently deranged.  He  is  now  allowed 
6.1’.  a-week  by  the  parish. 

There  are  excellent  Rules  and  Or- 
ders for  the  government  of  this  Gaol, 
printed  and  hung  up ; as  are  the 
Clauses  against  bpirituous  liquors  ; 
bat  not  the  Act  for  Preservation  of 
Health. 

The  sewmrs  throughout  are  very 
judiciously  placed. 

The  Lent  assizes  for  Sussex  are 
held  at  East  Grinstead;  and  the 
mer  alteruately  at  J^ewes  and  Hor- 
sham. 

J.VMES  Neilu. 


Nichocs  and  Son,  Printers,  Red  Lion  Passag-e,  Fleet-street. 
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LETTER  LV.  ON  PRISONS. 


Hoc  ide^)  (dedic.  templi)  facere  non 
:icunque  permittitur,  nisi  castae  iiianus, 
si  familiaris  sacris  animus  accessc^rit 
' Quint.  Declam,  cccxxiii,  p.  23S. 

>)N  the  whole  course  of  the  cor- 
respondence on  Prisons,  the  dii- 
"s  of  Religion,  and  tho  decorum 
ad  reverence  in  exercising  them, 
I well  as  a decent  appearance  of  the 
mces  appropriated  to  their  per- 
Irmance,  have  ever  been  seriously 
icommended  f ; but  in  the  subse- 
tient  Letter,  the  most  obvious  dc- 
jnency  is  presented,  as  it  respects 
e place  u.sed  for  Divine  Worship, 
;id  the  ^inomalous  congregation  it 
limits. 

^Whoever  seriously  considers  the 
iiture  and  object  of  adoration,  will 
i’ither  enter  nor  leave  the  Sanctuary 
lith  levity:  the  Royal  Psalmist +, 
lider  this  impression,  reverentially 
fclares,  “ I will  wash  my  hands  in 
mocence,  so  will  I compass  thy 
ttar.”  This  well  coincides  with  one 
' the  axioms  of  Pythagoras,  as  re- 
f)rded  by  Jarablichus^,  “ Never  to 
liter  into  the  temple  immediately 
ioni  the  way-side,  as  if  the  worship 
1^  God  were  a merely  accidental, 
lansient,  and  supernumerary  busi- 
hss.” 

i;  How  different,  indeed,  is  the  con- 
lict  of  too  many  persons,  who  pos- 
rss  superior  information  to  prisoners 
general!  If  a degradation  of  the 
imctnary  and  its  olHcers  be  fami- 
arized,  religious  and  moral  duties 


^ * This  is  a work  (the  dedication  of  a 
imple)  not  to  be  engaged  in  by  any 
ht  such  as  have  chaste  or  pure  hearts, 
|id  a mind  intimately  acquainted  and 
‘■nversant  with  sacred  things. 

't  See  Letters  XL  XII.  XVIL  XVIII. 

; X Psalm  xxvi.  6. 

§ E(r  (spov  ov  Sci  ov  yatp 

lyov  §£(  Toy  9'fov  (al.  to 

.d  Pythag.  flg.  83,  p.  70, 


will  be  disregarded,  and  the  influence 
of  depravity  extended. 

J.  C.  Lettsom, 

Huntingdon.  Gaoler,  William 
Jveliug.  Salary  ^’105.  from  the 
County,  and  £A.  from  the  Corpo- 
ration. Also  allowed  per  annutti^ 

to  supply  the  criminals  with  straw* 
for  bedding.  Fees,  debtors,  12s-.  6£ 
Felons,  &c.  13s.  4d.  Besides  which, 
the  Under-sheritf  demands  of  each 
debtor,  four  shillings  for  his  Lilte- 
ivtt" ! Gai'iiish,  2s.  Od.  by  order  of 
the  Masristrates : a most  singular  re- 
gulation. — Chaplain,  Daniel  Wil- 

liams. Duty,  prayors  and  sermon 
every  Wednesday,  haiary,  £W.  and 
£10.  for  the  Bridewell. — Surgeon, 
Mr.  Desboron.e;h,  for  felons  only.  Sa- 
lary, £15.  15s.  for  Gaol  and  Bride- 
well.— Number  of  prisoners,  Aug.  31, 
1807,  debtors  4,  felons,  &c.  G.  aVl- 
lowance,  to  debtors,  nine  pounds  of 
bread,  weekly ; to  felons  and  other 
criminal  prisoners,  three  quartern 
loaves,  per  week. 

Remarks.  The  Gaoler’s  house, 
Avhich  is  situate  in  the  High-street,- 
has  no  appearance  of  an  appendage 
to  a prison.  The  Gaol  is  behind  it, 
to  which  the  access  is  through  a 
passage,  leading  immediately  to  the 
Ftlons'  Day-room.  This  is  about 
16  feet  square,  and  10  feet  high.  It 
has  a ii re-place,  with  two  iron-grated 
windows;  and  here  (as  there  is  no 
Chapel)  Divine  Service  is  performed  t 
A place  set  apart  tor  Divine  Worship 
should  seem  to  carry  some  respect 
with  it.  I wish  the  present  were  not 
a glaring  exception.  The  attendance 
of  debtors,  I understand  to  be  op- 
tional; and,  indeed,  it  is  not  very 
likely  that  a serious  debtor,  who  had 
his  Prayer-book,  and  could  read, 
would  come  into  a room,  where  it 
was  impossible  he  could  be  devout. 
What  a closp  and  motley  mixture 

must 
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must  it.  exhibit ! Clcro;yman,  oaolcr, 
felons,  misdemeanors — to  say  nothin”- 
of  debtors  (most  of  whom  1 suppose 
never  attend),  within  a spare  of  siv- 
t(‘en  fc(‘t  square,  ail  upon  one  floor; 
no  reading-desk,  nor  forms;  to  say 
nothing  likewise  of  this  House  of 
fOayer’s  being  made  also  the  kitchen, 
day-room,  and  constant  abode  of  an 
avowed  den  of  thieves.  In  short, 
this  is  one  of  the  worst  constructed 
prisons  in  the  kingdom. 

ifdjoining  to  the  felons’  day-room 
is  another,  about  14  feet  square;  in 
the  flooring  of  which  a trap-door 
is  made,  and  through  it  a descent  of 
11  steps  leads  to  their  sleeping-room, 
the  size  of  their  day-room,  having 
an  arched  roof,  and  two  iron-grated 
windows.  This  last  contains  three 
bedsteads,  for  three  persons  each  ; to 
which  straw-ln-sacking  only  is  allow- 
ed them  to  sleep  on. 

The  Zf/o/gey//,  or  “ Hole,”  for- 
merly used  for  convicts  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  adjoins  to  the  sleep- 
ing-room beforc-meniioned ; and  is 
10  feet  by  4 only,  0 feet  high,  with 
an  oak  bedstead,  and  straw  bedding, 
as  above. 

The  Keeper,  however,  assured  me, 
that  no  prisoners  were  ever  put  tliere 
ruw;  yet,  v\hy  continue  its  furniture 
if  never  used  ? From  what  1 thought, 
therefore,  on  seeing  such  a receptacle, 

1 could  not  help  wishing  it  had  been 
itiuccessihlii  bricked  up. 

The  court-yard  to  this  part  of  the 
Haol  is  about  ‘^^1  feet  sipiare.  In 
very  severe  weather  the  jirisoners 
are  allowed  two  bushels  of  coals  per 
week.  For  deserters  there  are  asr 
signed  two  slepping-cclls,  which  bolli 
together  are  14  feet  by  11,  and  10 
feet  high,  with  straw  only  on  the 
floor  to  sleep  qn  ; and  also  a day- 
room  of  11  feet  by  4 feet  6. 

The  sleeping-room  for  the  lesser 
criminals  is  o\er  the  I’elons’  day-room, 
and  of  the  same  size,  'fhe  common 
court-yard  above  described  is  for  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  all. 

'file  women  felons  havi*  a court- 
yard, 28  feet  0 inches  by  17  feet  (); 
and  a day-room  and  sleeping-room 
adjoining  to  it  on  the  gromul  floor, 
each  about  13  feet  by  10,  with  a 
bedstead. 

The  ho.spital,  or  infirmary-room 
has  four  good  windows,  and  is  11) 
teet  ti  by  12  feet  G;  but  (be  cicling 
is  too  conlincd,  being  only  7 feet  U 


inches  hi”  h.  Here  is  likewise  a small 
room  for  the  nurse.  Tlie  bedsteads 
throughout  the  whole  Prison  are  of 
strong  oak,  0 feet  long  by  5 feet 
wide;  with  no  otlier  bedding  upon 
them  but  straw,  put  into  what  they 
call  “ Coarse  Pickling.” 

Men  debtors  have  a court-yard  also, 
53  feet  by  26,  and  a day-room  30 
feet  by  14,  with  a fire-place,  'fheir 
sleeping-room  above  is  about  26  feet 
by  14  leet  6,  and  has  four  bedsteads, 
lor  two  persons  each. 

At  mv  summer  visits  the  debtors 
complained  to  me  of  excessive  heat, 
from  .a  want  of  ventilation;  the  two 
small  iron-grated  apertures  made  to 
admit  a thorough  air  being  nearly 
stop})ed  up  on  the  outside.  The 
County  allows  straw  only,  so  that  the 
debtors  in  general  bring  their  own 
beds,  or  else  the  Keeper  furnishes  a sin- 
gle bed  at  2s.  Ad.  per  week,  or  if 
two  sleep  together,  at  Is.  9</.  each; 
and,  for  those  who  can  afl’ord  it, 
there  are  two  other  rooms  in  the 
house  at  3s.  6d,  per  week. 

AVomen- debtors  have  a separate 
court-yard,  33  feet  by  19;  a day- 
room  21  i'eet  by  16,  with  afire-place; 
and  over  it  tlieir  sleeping-room,  nearly 
of  the  same  size,  with  four  bedsteads, 
lor  two  each,  like  those  for  men 
debtors,  'fhey  furnish  their  own  bed- 
ding. 'Fhe  windows  of  this  room 
formerly  commanded  a line  view^  of 
the  country,  which  made  it  both 
pleasant  and  healthy;  hut,  at  my 
last  visit,  the  wall  of  the  court-yard 
had  been  so  raised  as  to  intercept 
the  scenery, 

.Hoj)s,  brooms,  pails,  &:c.  are  al- 
lov\'ed  to  keep  the  j)i  ison  clean,  Coin 
victs  under  sentence  of  transporta- 
tion have  not  the  King’s  allowance 
of  2s.  6/Z,  per  week.  For  the  con- 
veyance of  one  transport  only  to 
W oolwicii,  the  (iaoler  is  paid  .412; 
if  more  than  one,  .4  9.  for  each;  and 
to  Portsmoutii,  for  each  4'12, 

A Table  of  Hates  and  Fees,  ap- 
proved by  the  Magistrates,  is  hung 
up  in  the  Frison,  in  which  2s.  6</. 
for  ganiish  is  absolutely  ordered  to 
be  taken  of  every  prisoner.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  this  respectable  County  will 
follow  the  general,  and  almost  uni- 
versal example  of  all  others,  and 
cause  it  to  be  abolished. 

Ko  allov\  ance  of  money  to  prisoners 
on  discharge  is  ordered,  unless  tlie 
Gaoler  sees  it  needful ; but  when  so, 

he 
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, he  informed  me  it  is  given  by  him 
[ mid  charged  to  the  County. 

firing  is  here  allowed,  except 
to  felons  in  very  severe  weather:  nor 
any  employment  furnished  by  the 
County.  Such  deJitors,  however,  as 
I are  ol  handicraft  trades,  and  can  pro- 
I cure  it  from  witliout,  are  permitted 
to  w ork,  and  receive  all  they  earn. 

There  is  a pump  in  every  court- 
yard; but  no  bath,  nor  oven,  which 
are  much  wanted.  I found  the  whole 
of  this  ill-arranged  Frison  well  sup- 
plied with  water,  and  very  clean. 
The  Act  for  Preservation  of  Health, 
and  clauses  against  Spirituous  Li- 
quors, are  conspicuously  hung  up. 

Hunting  DON  Bridewell.  Gaol- 
er, H illium  Nichols.  Salary,  £28. 
from  the  County,  and  £2.  If  ora  the 
Borough. — Chaplain  (a  new  appoint- 
ment, since  my  last  visit  in  180T), 
the  Rev.  Daniel  tVilliains.  Duty, 
Prayers  and  Sermon  every  Wednes- 
day, Salary,  £10. — Surgeon,  Mr. 
Deshovough. — Number  of  prisoners, 
August  31,  ISOT,  fourteen.  Allow- 
ance, eighteen  pence  per  week,-  and 
half  their  earnings. 

Remarks.  This  Prison  would  have 
been  better  situated  on  the  rising 
ground  at  the  back  of  it.  The  site 
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on  which  it  is  built  was  the  gift  of 
his  Cirace  the  Duke  of  Manchester, 
at  the  edge  of  the  common  ; its  situ^ 
ation  is  low. 

Here  are  four  court-yards;  two  of 
them  spacious  and  airy,  and  well  sup- 
plied with  water.  On  the  ground 
floor  are  four  work-rooms,  two  for 
men,  the  others  for  women:  also  a 
day-room  or  kitchen,  and  fire-places 
to  each  room.  Above  stairs  are  eight 
sleeping-rooms,  four  of  each  for  men 
and  women,  with  straw-in-sacking 
to  sleep  on,  which  is  furnished  by 
the  Keeper;  and  two  dark  rooms, 
set  apart  for  the  solitary  confinement 
of  two  prisoners  in  each,  No  infir- 
mary, or  other  room  appropriated 
to  the  sick. 

The  employment  here  consists  in 
beating  hemp,  dressing  flax,  and  spin- 
ning, and  is  furnished  by  the  Keeper, 
who  receives  one  half  of  the  prison- 
ers’ warnings. 

No  Rules  and  Orders.  Neither  the 
Act  for  Preservation  of  Health,  nor 
the  Clauses  against  Spirituous  Li- 
quors hung  up.  The  Prison  clean- 
I am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  truly,  James  Neild. 
To  Dr.  Lettsonh  London. 


Nichols  and  Son,  Priaters,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Strea*'- 


f 


V 


t 

f'  -K  - 


Vi^.-  «•.*  ..  ' 


' > * . ■ ■ 

*»♦;'  %./<’  .;  ’As-*  ' ; 

*;  ''•-‘'<?f  ■■  -»'!  T 

' ^ :fg 


. i- 1'.-  r < 

\ 


-i 


1 


4'  '1  . w. 

■ \ 

■ -V'.vt'  : •'tS 

A . -'  ' 

. jefky-  ■'  . 

ir  # , 

■■  • ■< 

* 

■» 

V 

■ -1 

-'*t 

k t 

'■  ' ' 

\ 

• 

‘ ? 

A 

’ fc--  A.  -'vt  '<*-*  J ..J 

• r. 

J 

. ■ ’r. i 

I 

. -7-'  . 

■ » •.•■  ■ 

•1 

•._ '’-r  r**- • 

^ Ck  .»  A ■ 

« » 

V 

^ ' 

^ ; r • > ^ , , 

t •.  . 

' ' *.  ■'  . 

N 

\ 

. f 

, \ y. 

■ 

1 

y 

4 r- 

t ■■  4 ^-  y « 

* ^ yr. 

- 

4 ■ *■ 

fHr  . ' r-. 

• ' • ^ 41  fU 

% ••  •!  v'  J - 

)♦  .r  " 

-tf  Vl^  T ■ • 1 . > ,,  ^ ^'  • 

11/  * *?w 

J .^w 

A 

'>^-  .. 

% 

•?.  1 _ 

-^  ■ . ' r 

“:-  ■»« 
fij  Y.  '.JAt, 


T f -f.?  A 


t 

1 


• : • ’ii 


. -;4 

i 

i ^-rj’ 


' ■ V.  •*'  J 

*■  1 ^ T 


ill 


• ssii  I ii' 

. *v 

■■/  V'^ 


j ^ 


«» : - ^ I -'A. 

■'.r.,^  ’k.,’  ■.;,'  rr<  4 


I L 


• K . iZ-fv 


f 

. ^ > - ' 

■'  ’■  '...  fi.'.  ,<r  i.\  - 


*« 


...  .<  ^ 


% * 


' ^ 

* v> 

' . 't%  f 


> 

.'J 


I) 


5.:-’  .:.  - 

I 


?!•'  ,-i  tr 
■ -^  *-  • 


• ' *♦ 


' »Ji«; 

4 


■ 1^-  . •;. 


'-  ..;U 


4 V 

, •%  ^'^- 

-f  it 


, - 

’ .t  A. 


Ui 


\ ■•' 


fLAA 


■ ; -v  V ■ -^v,  j/  ^ 

■ f f U -,»■,  ^ y ^ 

UTh  ■ ♦ y ■,-  , 


■ ('/ 


••-  ^y, 

^ 'ST  ^ 


.. . 

■ ^ **‘.'a  'iM 

' ^ J- , 

•<:  I ' ’^  1 ' 

« ‘ v 

i 


•#.. 


'ItfS 


• I 


" • Jkui' 

v;.. 


‘ist 

*T 


■'•  ’t*' 


.'  f 


V V 


' vV 

..•»•'*.!  r'f:«  i. 


«>  • 


' .M  •• .;  ■ ^-vy 

, , V -4*,  ■ '■ 


V 


L'*i- 

jwA.^ 


; ■ y* 


. Jt,  ■ A ■*•. 

>4^ 


-iVAi, 


V 


'iSoS.]  .S^'.Mary’s  Lincolnsh.  Jib?2a^ifme^.l057 


Mr.  Urb.vn,  Shreii 
roUli  Miscellai)’' 
rai  repository 


sburi/,  April  19. 

being  a gene- 
or  what  is  cti 
lous,  particularly  fo  r icniains  of  An- 
iqiiity,  I wish  to  coi 
lUg  to  your  Museum 
The  first  drawinj:; 

■eraaiiis  of  ^!t.  Mai 
lihrewsbiiry)  which  ij  the  only  gate- 
way remaining  her 
oears  there  were 
i?oine  of  the  Pariiam 
iler  the  command  of 


though  it  ap- 
brmerly  seven, 
ntary  army,  un- 
Colonel  Mylton, 
first  entered  the  town  at  this  gate, 


cer  which,  tJie 
he  forces  of  the 


A.]).  1644;  soon  a 
■iown  surrendered  to 
Parliament. 

The  modern  systijm  of  improve 
menl,  it  seems,  will 
iinailis  of  antient  ai 


venerable  buildings 
jed  this  antient  tovrn 


sign  the  foilow- 


represents  the 
vs  Water-gate, 


The  hote 
gaUaut.” 

Uuere,  What  d 
meant.?  I do  not 
met  with,  or  heard 
where  *. 

In  the  same  Hei 
the  following  enfry 

“ Anno  155^ 
day,  was  John  Po 
tened  and  buried. 
Mar.  6.” 

As  this  man  appe  i 
christened  and  bar 
day,  is  it  not  pro 
either  burnt,  or  e 
retick?  Yours^  & 
John 


Sicb  aess,  called  Stup~ 


cave  us  iew^  re- 
; many  of  the 
hich  ornament- 
are  lost  to  pos- 
terity, either  by  inat  ention  to  timely 
repair,  or  by  uuniion 
Fig.  1,  3,  4, 

:or  quarries,  lb uiid 
-the  fine  old  Churr 
mond  in  this  town,  > 
klown  in  the  year  1 
ivol.  LX  VI.  pp.  369 
fis  a Hales- Owen  trai 


n 

l1 


nnovalion. 

4ml  5,  are  tiles, 
the  floor  of 
of  St.  A!k- 
hicli  was  taken 
94.  See  your 
370.  Fig.  6, 
esman’s  token, 


land  the  only  one  1 have  met  with. 


Yours,  &c. 


Mr.  Urban, 


N the  Register  o 


J . , . 

i X parish  of  t flcuiim 
icoraraenced  in  the  ye 
tlum,  and  now  in  a 
(preservation;  the  ei 
[being  in  a masterly 
• office  or  secretary  st 
linost  probably,  not 
jgymaii,  but  by  sour 
» office  it  was  to  mak 
ilt  appears,  that  in 
Ithere  was  a very  g 
land,  towards  the  end 
1 beginning  of  Sep  tern 
ifor  several  successive 
I three,  four,  and  flve  I 
Iber  very  far  beyond 
1 rage). 

In  the  margin  o 
i entries,  m the  sam( 
Ibut  much  Urger 
i attract  observation,  i 
I lows ; 


* On  this  subjec 
Gjent.  Mac.  Dec  ? 


2 


Lincot.nshire 
Mr.  Urban, 
l>ElN(f  lately 
XJ  M''ragby,  my 
to  Eardney,  merely 
viewing  fhe  present 
where  its  famous  Iflonastery  stood ; 
which  was  on  a risii  g ground,  about 
half  a mile  North  »f  the  Village  (of 
Bardney).  The  groui  d is  moated  round 
by  a deep  ditch,  whi  :h  was  faced  with 
a strong  brick  wa]  1 : a small  part, 

and  3 high,  only 


sense  could  be 
collect  to  have 
of  the  name  any 

ister  also  occurs 

, April  the  first 
(jke,  gentle,  chris- 
Auuo  Phil,  et 

rs  to  have  been 
ed  on  the  same 
b ible  that  he  wa;? 
A ecuted  as  an  he- 


^OTT,  Surgeon. 

rIoNASTERTES. 

Oct.  12. 

n business  near 
uriosity  Jed  me 
for  the  sake  of 
date  of  the  place 


about  20  feet  long 
1).  Pakkes.  remains;  and  ind 


Uffcu^nie,  near  Cul- 
lutr  pton,  Oct.  12. 
Burials  in  the 
Devon,  which 
ir  153S,  on  vel- 
ate  of  perfect 
ries  of  which, 
hand,  in  the 
le,  were  made, 
by  the  Cler- 
persoii  whose 
such  entries*; 
he  year  15.51 
I eat  mortality 
of  August  and 
ler  the  burials 
days  were  two, 
i a day  (a  num- 
the  usual  ave- 


:ed 

only  remain  whatet'cr 


to  be  seen,  except 


which  seem  to  coa  er  several  acres, 
and  are  on  the  highpst  ground  in  the 


rom  which  there 
ncoln  Cathedral, 
The  site  or  area 
acres. 


p )OS 


site  to  those 
hand-writing, 
liters,  as  if  to 
entered  as  fol- 


middle  of  tlie  area, 
is  a fine  view  of  L 
10  miles  distant, 
contains  about  24 
of  high,  rich,  grazii 
ed  by  fenny  ground, 
grazier  of  the  name 

Here  follow'  sonn 
me  lately,  relating  t 

Greenfield^  in  Be 
miles  ?^orth  of  Alfi 
by  a Avood,  in  a c 
area  moated  round 
remains  of  any  part 
farm-house  of  plaii 
mains  near  the  site 
The  estate  belongs 
Esq. 

Tupholm,  eight  m lies  East  of  Horn 


, p.  913. 

180S. 


^ The  Sweating  Su 

unknown  in  this  coun 
frequent  recurrence  ; 
any  of  the  old  Histori 


this  is  the 
that  is  now 


the  foundations. 


is  a piece 
g land,  surround- 
and  belongs  to  a 
of  Bartholomew, 
notes,  made  by 

!eau  parish,  tw^o 
rd.  Stood  doss 
ay  country ; the 
not  the  slightest 
if  the  Abbey.  A 
brick  Avails  re- 
within  the  moat, 
to  C.  T.  Wood, 


kness  (now  happily 
t y)  was  formerly  of 
as  may  be  seen  in 
ns.  Edit. 

castle. 


1058  Mr.  Neild’s  Remarlt 

castle.  The  Abbty  stood  in  a rich 
crazing  close,  belonging  to  the  Vyner 
family.  A large  ilone  side-\\all  of 
the  Abbey  Chiirchli’eniaius,  in  which 
are  three  tiers  01  windows  and  a 
stone  pulpit;  thelopposite  side-wall 
has  been  down  laboiit  20  years. 

A strong  stone  fjirrn-hoiise  stands 
close  by,  seeiningll  built  out  of  the 
ruins  of  the  Mouasfcry.  C. 

(To  be  comiiiued. ) 

LETTER  LVI.  ON  PRISONS. 

“ Eorsan  iniseros  nicliora  scpiontnr. 

\’lRG. 

Sniuhrook  Court.  A'er.  1. 

The  following  Letter  is  so  copious 
and  instructive,  and  so  iilustra- 
five  of  the  inipro\ement  in  the  struc- 
ture of  Prisons,  as  to  excite  a cor- 
dial hope,  that  now,  (in  the  words  of 
my  motto)  “ perhaps,  a better  fate 
awaits  on  the  afllicted.'’ 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

IpSW  TCII,  SutVolK,  ( OUNT.Y  (J  AOI, 
and  iiniDEWEEL.  (laoler,  Samuel 
Johnson.  Salary,  £W() ; and  coals 
a^id  candles  for  his  own  use.  - Fees  and 
Garnish  abolished. — Chaplain,  Rev. 
Mr.  Lee.  Duly,  Pra\ers  on  Wednes- 
day; and  on  Sunday,  Prayers  and 
Sermon.  Salary,  .€50. — Surgeon, 
'Mr.  Stebbinv:.  ^alary,  €00.  for  pri- 
soiH'rs  of  all  descriptions. — Number  of 
prisoners.  Sept.  14,  1805,  debtors,  20; 
felons,  &c.  14;  Bridewell  prisoners,  5. 
— Allowance;  debtors,  tach  two 
pounds  of  beef  per  week,  and  on 
Sundays  a pint  of  porter  and  a two- 
penny loaf.  If  very  poor,  and  un- 
able to  support  himsell,  he  is  allowed 
by  the  (’ounty,  in  addition,  I'otir 
loave~s,  each  one  pound  and  a half, 
and  half  a pound  of  cheese  per  week. 
Felons,  one  pound  and  a half  of  best 
bread  per  day.  sent  in  from  the 
baker  in  loaves  of  that  weight;  and 
three  quarters  of  a pound  of  cheese 
weekly.  I weighed  the  loaves,  and 
found  them  both  just  in  quantity,  and 
of  the  best  whealeii  bread.  N.  B. 
Coals,  mops,  brooms,  pails,  and  tow- 
els, are  allowed  l)y  the  County  for 
the  use  of  the  prisemers. 

Remarks..  The  boundary  wall  of 
tliis  Prison  incloses  about  an  acre 
and  a half  of  ground,  and  is  20  feet 
liigh,  with  a sunk  fence  about  5 feet 
deep,  10  feet  wide,  and  12  feet  dis- 
tant from  the  open  palisade  lences  of 
the  di fl’eren t eo u rt-y  ards- 

The  turnkey’s  lodge  is  ia  front; 


s on  Ipswich  Gaols.  [Dec, 

and  on  the  ground-floor  is  the  day- 
room,  and  another,  in  which  the  irons 
for  prisoners  are  deposited. 

Jn  the  lodge  are  a Avarm  and  cold 
bath,  with  an  oven  to  purify  their 
clotiies  on  being  received. 

Above-stairs  arc  two  reception- 
cells,  where  tlie  prisoner  is  detained 
till  examined  hy  the  Surgeon,  pre- 
vious to  his  admission  into  the  intts 
rior.  Also  a room  where  the  cleansed 
clothes  are  ticketed  and  hung  up, 
and  the  County  clothing  put  on;  and 
closeby  isthc  LMriikey’sslcejjing-room. 

The  lead  roof  above  the  lodge  is  I 
the  place  f(»r  execution  of  criminals. 

From  Ihe  lodge  extends  211  avenue 
of  98  feet  by  18,  which  leads  to  the 
Keeper's  house,  in  the  centre  of  the 
Pri  son.  and  from  Avhicli  (lie  seve- 
ral court-yards  are  completely  in- 
spected. 

Ti)c  Prison  consists  of  four  wings, 
to  Avhicli  are  atlached  light,  spacious, 
and  airy  courts  of  75  feet  by  45,  and 
three  smaller  ones,  about  44  feet 
square,  in  one  of  w inch  is  the  engiue- 
Jiouse,  as  a provision  against  fire. 

Tlie  meii-dcbtors  liave  the  use  of 
two  of  the  larger  court-vards,  haviiis: 
Avater-closets  in  them,  and  both  hard  * 
and  so  it  Avater  an^  laid  on.  Upon 
the  ground  floor  is  their  day- room, 

22  feet  hy  14,  with  a fire-piacc,  and 
utensils  for  frugal  cookery,  a pantry 
also  for  tiieir  provisions,  and  four 
Avork- rooms. 

To  tile  refractory  debtors  are  ap- 
propriated one  of  the  smaller  courts 
atid  two  working-cells  of  S feet  by  6, 
and  iO  feet  high,  on  the  ground  floor. 

'fhe  first  and  second  stories  have 
each  11  slecping-ceils  ; which  are 
severally  divided  by  lobbies,  46  feet 
long  and  5 leet  wide, 

4 he  w omen-debtors  have  a court- 
yard to  themselves  of  the  larger  size, 
and  separated  trom  the  menks  by  the 
avenue  before  noticed,  as  leading 
from  the  turnkey 's  lodge  to  the  house 
of  fhe  Keeper.  Their  day-room  is 
14  feet  by  8 feet  6 inches,  is  filled  up 
just  like  that  for  the  men-debtors. 
Above  tliis,  on  the  first  story,  is  a 
lobby,  46  feet  by  5,  leading  lo  10 
sleeping-cells,  five  of  tbein  on  one 
side  for  female  debtors,  and  the  rest, 
on  the  other  side,  for  female  convicts. 

On  the  second  story  are  1 1 other 
slecping-eelis,  exactly*  similar  to  tiie 
former,  and  divided  by  a lobby  in' 
the  same  luanucr;  and  all  commmii- 
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lition  between  female  debtors  and 
t male  felons  is  most  judiciously  pre- 
Dnted,  by  means  of  an  iron-;^ratcd 
oor  thrown  across  the  passage  or 
Ibby. 

Eacli  cell  has  two  doors;  the  outer 
•on-grated,  and  the  inner  of  wood, 
oening  into  the  lobby.  They  arc 
1 1 8 leet  G inches  by  6 feet  6,  and 
)out  9 feet  G inches  high;  lighted 
id  ventilated  by  an  iron-grated  and 
lazed  sash-window,  3 leet  G inches 
y 2 feet  4,  and  by  an  aperlure  also 
«ar  the  door,  of  15  inches  by  3;  all 
like  litted  up  with  a wooden  bed- 
ea.d,  flock  mattress,  two  sheets,  two 
lankets,  a holster,  and  coverlet,  which 
re  provided  at  the  County  cxpencc. 

Every  debtor  has  a single  bed,  : ad 
II  are  supplied  with  fuel,  both  win- 
*r  and  summer,  to  cook  their  pro- 
isions,  and  with  a cuphoard,  niim- 
ored  as  the  sleeping-rooin,  under 
)ck  and  key  to  secure  them.  Each 
ebtor  has  permission  also  to  pur- 
iiase  one  quart  of  strong  beer  per 
ay,  but  no  more. 

Male  felons,  before  trial,  have  a 
ay-roora,  14  feet  square,  fitted  up 
ke  feiose  of  the  debtors,  for  cookery 
ud  every  other  accommodation, 
^liey  too' have  a court-yard,  with 
'xcellent  pump-water  laid  on,  a sewer, 
vhich  is  a water-closet,  and  seven 
/orking-cells.  Above  these,  on  the 
irst  story,  are  10  sleeping-cells,  di- 
vided by  a lobby,  46  feet  long  and 
t feet  wide ; and  on  the  second  story 
kre  1 1 other  cells,  divided  in  the  same 
tiarmer. 

The  female  felons  previous  to  trial 
tave  a day-room,  14  feet  by  8 leet 

fitted  up  for  cookery,  in  tiie  same 
iianner  as  the  men’s.  Tiieir  sleeping- 
clls  also  are  exactly  similar  to  tlie 
ireceding ; and  they  have  a court- 
>’^ard,  like  that  appropriated  to  the 
nale  felons. 

Convicts  for  transportation  have 
i-heir  day-room  of  the  same  dimen- 
i.ions  with  that  last-meriiioned  ; and 
jn  tiie  upper  story  are  1 1 sleeping- 
cells  for  their  class,  who  have  also 
I he  use  of  a separate  court-yard. 

Convicts  sentenced  to  imprison- 
nent  have  likewise  a court-yard, 
I day-room  of  14  feet  square,  on  the 
ground  floor,  seven  work-tells;  and 
;m  the  first  story,  11  sleeping-cells, 
circumstanced  and  accommodated  in 
all  respects  like  those  already  d,c- 
scrlhed. 


The  Chapel  of  this  excellent  Pri- 
son is  in  tlie  centre  of  the  Gaoler’s 
house,  up  one  pair  of  stairs,  and 
di.stingiiishable  by  a turret  top  and 
an  alarm  bell.  'I'he  former  was  some- 
w hat  open  for  better  ventilation,  but 
being  loimd  to  admit  too  much  air, 
the  sides  have  been  nearly  canvassed 
11]).  This  very  neat  structure  is  well 
contrived,  and'  easy  of  access  from 
the  several  lobbies.  The  prisoners 
during  Divine  Service  arc  seated  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  classes. 
Tlie  sexes,  by  means  of  several  parti- 
tions, are  kept  on!  of  sight  of  each 
other,  but  all  in  full  view  of  their 
Minister  and 'Keeper. 

On  tills  first  story  there  are  also 
three  bed-chambers  for  the  Gaoler; 
and  on  the  second  story,  four  neat 
infirmary-rooms,  19  feet  square,  with 
fire-places,  sash-windows  iron-grated, 
water-closets,  &c. ; and  above  them 
is  the  lead  Hat  of  the  building,  set 
apart  to  the  use  of  coiivaiesceiits, 
for  the  benefit  of  air  and  exercise. 

The  infirmaries  have  iron-framed, 
latticed,  wooden  bedsteads,  with  a 
mattress  to  each,  two  blankets,  two 
sheets,  and  a coverlet;  and  the  sick 
are  well  supplied  with  suitable  food, 
and  wine  if  necessary,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  SurgeonI 

At  a meeting  of  the  trustees  of 
Mr.  John  Fernberlon's  Charity,  on 
the  17 111  of  July,  1780,  it  was  or- 
dered : 

“ That  the  Treasurer  should  pro- 
vide, as  the  Trustees  shall  see  fit,  lor 
the  debtors  imprisoned  in  any  of  the 
jails  ill  the  county  of  Spifolk  (either 
for  their  relief  therein,  by  a pro- 
portion of  bread,  meat,  and  beer, 
as  he  shall  think  necessary,  or  for 
the  delivering  them  out  of  prison), 
until  the  Treasurer  shall  receive 
further  orders.  Neverlhelcss,  such 
debtors  in  Jpsivich  Gaol  as  do  not 
regularly  attend  Divine  Service,  un- 
less prevented  by  sickness,  or  some 
reasonable  cause,  to  be  allpwed  of 
by  the  Chaplain,  and  behave  decently 
and  reverently,  shall  not  have  any 
benefit  or  allowance  from  the  Cha- 
rity.” 

Trustees^  Geo.  D nun, v, 
pH.  B.  Eroive, 
Lott.  Knight, 
Edw.  Hasell.” 

The  County,  hitherto,  has  provided 
r.o  employment;  but  those  prisoners 
who  can  procure  it  from  without,  are 

allowed 
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allowed  to  work,  and  receive  the 
wh  ole  pro  tit  *of  their  earnings. 

The  court-yards  of  this  Gaol  are 
open  daily  at  six,  and  shut  at  n'nc 
in  sumrner;  during  winter  they  open 
at  seven,  and  shut  at  six.  Visitors 
are  allowed  from  ten  to  four  o’clock 
every  day,  Sundays  excepted,  when 
no  visitor  is  permitted,  except  by  an 
order  from  some  Magistrate. 

The  visiting  Magistrates  frequently 
attend  their  important  charge,  and 
have  their  committee-room  in  the 
Keeper’s  house ; the  windows  of  which 
room,  and  of  the  keeper’s  kitchen 
and  parlour,  are  so  placed  as  to  com- 
mand the  several  court-yards, 

Recapitulation  of  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  Gaol : 

Four  wings;  court-yards,  11;  day- 
rooms,  7 ; work-cells,  27  ; sleeping- 
cells,  86;  solitary-cells,  2. 

The  County  dresses,  before  con- 
viction, are  red  and  grey  striped 
dudel;  and  after  conviction,  blue 
and  yellow,  for  distinction. 

The  Statute  for  Preserving  Health, 
and  Clauses  against  Spirituous  Li- 
quhrs,  are  conspicuously  hung  up. 
Tne  Gaol,  well  supplied  with  water, 
is  kept  very  neat  and  clean. 

The  gentlemen  of  this  county, 
both  here  and  at  Bury,  have  erected 
a striking  monument  of  their  humane 
attention  to  the  health  of  the  wretch- 
ed, and  the  morals  of  the  prisoner. 

Ipswich  House  of  Correction. 
Keeper,  Ceorge  Cluhhe.  Salary,  jC42, 
and  coals,  caudles,  soap,  mops,  brooms, 
and  pails,  for  the  use  of  the  Prison. 
Fees,  none, — Sjurgeon,  Mr.  Slcbbing. 
Sal  iry,  included  in  the  ^’60.  noticed 
under  County  Gaol,’' — Number  of 
irisoners.  Sept.  14,  1805,  three, — AU 
ovVance,  a pound  and  half  of  bread 
per  dav,  sent  in  loaves  of  that  weight 
from  tfic  baker’s;  which,  upon  weigh- 
ing, i foniid  to  be  just.  They  liave 
also  what  they  can  earn  by  spinning. 

Remarks.  This  Prison  stands  near 
the  County  Gaol,  in  an  airy  situation, 
and  is  surrounded  by  a boundary- 
wall,  17  feet  high,  wilh  an  inside 
sunk  fence,  2 feht  6 inches  deep,  and 
7 feet  wide. 

On  the  ground  floor  of  the  Keep- 
er’s house  are  the  visiting  Magistrates' 
room,  the'Kecper’s  parlour  and  kit- 
chen, w'hich  command  a view  of  the 
three  dilferent  court-yards  each  of 
60  feet  by  80,  and  inclosed  by  open 
palisades.  Here  is  a forcing-pump, 


for  supplying  tlie  prison ; and  soft 
wdter  is  also  laid  on  from  the  main  ’ 
to  the  Keeper’s  kitchen. 

On  the  loft  side  erf  the  ground’,' 
floor  is  a day-room,  18  feet  by  10, 
with  fire-place  and  glazed  windo%vs;  ‘ 
and  five  cells  I'or  the  women,  wiiich  , 
open  into  a lobby,  24  feet  by  5,  well  ' 
ventilated.  ' ! 

Above  these  are  five  other  cells,  ! 
of  the  same  size,  with  a lobby  and 
three  infirmary-rooms,  14  feet  IG  • i 
witlj  glazed  windows,  fire-places,  and  r j 
boarded  floors.  Near  the  infirmary-  ! I 
room  is  a lead  flat  for  the  conva-  ' 
lescents  to  walk  on,  for  the  benefit  of 
air. 

On  the  right  iiand  of  the  ground  ’ 
floor  is  another  day-room  for  the  i 
men,  with  cells  and  lobbies;  sick- 
rooms and  other  accommodations  of  . 
the  same  size  and  nature  as  those  on  | 
the  women’s  side.  ! 

In  the  first  floor  of  the  Keeper’s  1 
house  is  the  Chapel,  20  feet  by  16,  ‘ 
into  which  the  respective  lobbies  ‘ 
open,  and  all  classes  are  seated  on  . 
the  benches,  and  in  sight  of  each 
other. 

The  court-yardi.  are  all  on  an  in-  ’ 
dined  plane,  w'ith  brick  gutters.  Wa- 
ter is  judiciously  conveyed  through'  ; 
the  sewers,  and  the  courts  are  al- 
ways clean. 

Each  ceil  in  this  prison  is  10  feet 
by  7,  and  9 feet  6 inches  high,  with  ; 
arched  roofs,  and  ventilated  by  an  * 
iron-grated  and  glazed  window,  8 feet  ' 

3 inches  by  3 feet.  1'hey  have  iron 
bedsteads,  straw  beds  in  sacking,  two 
blankets,  and  a coverlet,  and  are 
furnished  with  spinning-wheels. 

The  vcivtilaliou  of  the  cells  might 
be  improved  by  a circular  aperture 
over  the  door  of  flinches  diameter; 
or  in  any  other  suitable  situation, 

10  inches  by  2.  Each  door  has  now 
an  opening  of  6 inches  by  4. 

Clean  linen,  once  a week,  is  pro- 
vided by  the  County.  Here  are  no 
Rules  and  Orders  hung  up,  nor  the 
Actfor  Preserving  Healih,  and  Clauses 
against  Spirituous  Liquors.  The  pri-  ’ 
suu  is  kept  very  clean. 

Ipswich  Town  and  Borough 
Gaou.  Gaoler,  WiUiam  Brume, 
Salary,  ^50. ; also  two  chaldron  and 
a half  of  coals,  and  eight  dozen  ' 
pounds  of  candles.  Fees,  debtors, 
on  discharge,  6s.  M.  Felons  pay  no 
fees,  and  garnish  is  noiv  abolished. — 
Chaplain  (a  recent  appointment), 

Rev. 
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ISflev.  JViUiam  Howortlt.  Duty,  Sun- 
Jay,  Prayers  and  Serujon,  Salary, 
;^30. — Surgeon,  Mr.  Sccliiimj).  Sala- 
ry, none;  makes  a bill. — Number  of 
f,)risoners.  Sept.  14,  1S05,  debtors,  4, 
[felons,  &c.  6. — Allowance  to  debtors, 
■poor  and  unable  to  support  tbem- 
iselves;  one  pound  and  a half  of  bread 
«jer  day ; and  from  Pemberton's  Cha- 
rity, a two-penny  loaf,  one  shilling's 
worth  of  meat,  and  a pint  of  strong* 
beer  on  a Sunday,  once  in  three 
weeks.  To  felons,  &c.  one  pound 
and  a half  of  best  wheaten  bread, 
and  one  penny  in  money  per  day. 

Remarks.  This  Gaol  is  situated 
lin  St.  Alatthew’s-street,  and  since  my 
visits  in  ISOl  and  1805,  is  become 
tso  improved,  that  I can  7iow  give 
[isotne  account  of  it  with  pleasure. 

The  Gaoler’s  house  fronts  the 
istreet;  and  in  it  are  rooms  for  mas- 
ter’s-side debtors,  to  which  he  fur- 
bishes beds  at  2a\  per  week.  Behind 
the  house  is  the  debtors’  court-yard, 
00  feet  by  27,  with  a gravel-walk; 
and  at  the  end  of  it  is  a small  area, 
in  w hich  to  converse  with  their  friends. 

Women-debtors  have  separate  apart- 
'meiits.  The  infirmary-room  17  feet 
by  12,  and  7 feet  9 inches  high,  with 
n fire-place  and  glazed  window. 

Common-side  debtors  have  a day- 
Toom-,  16  feet  square,  with  a fire- 
place; and  also  four  rooms  above- 
istairs,  to  which  the  Corporation  fur- 
bishes bedsteads  and  bedding. 

Men  and  women  felons  have  each 
their  separate  ward,  distinct  and 
apart  one  from  the  other,  with  an 
airy  court-yard  to  each ; in  w liich 
the  sewers  are  judiciously  placed,  and 
bot  offensive. 

Their  sleeping-rooms  are  well  ven- 
tilated, and  furnished  by  the  Cor- 
poration with  bedsteads,  bed,  two 
blankets,  two  sheets,  clean  once  a 
month,  and  a coverlet  to  each.  They 
are  obliged  to  make  their  beds,  and 
•sweep  their  wards  every  morning, 
before  they  receive  their  allowance 
:of  bread. 

At  the  West  end  of  the  prison  is  a 
ilittle  neat  Chapel,  22  feet  by  IS, 
wvhere  the  prisoners  are  properly 
iseated  in  their  respective  classes,  but 
tin  sight  of  each  other  during  Divine 
Service. 

At  ray  visits,  some  of  them  w'ere 
reraployed  iu  cutting  skewers,  at  2'.. 
a thousand  ; others  spinning,  or 
tmaking  garters.  They  have  ail  they 


earn,  and  the  considerate  Magistrates 
allow  fire,  soap,  and  towels  for  their 
use. 

Debtors  are  confined  here  upon 
writs  of  Capias,  issuing  out  of  the 
Court  of  Small  Pleas,  holden  for  the 
Town  and  Borough  every  fortnight, 
on  a Monday.  i\o  debtor  in  exe- 
CLiiion  confined  in  this  gaol  had  evet 
reaped  the  benefit  of  the  Lords'  Jet,: 
until  the  30th  of  December,  1805, 
when  Mr.  Pueham,  a very  w'ortliY 
and  respectable  solicitor  at  Wood- 
bridge,  obtained  the  sixpences  for 
them  at  his  own  expence,  after  an 
application  bad  been  made  by  him  to 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  for  aMan- 
damiis  to  have  them  allowed. 

Every  debtor  here  is  permitted  to 
purchase  one  quart  of  strong  beer 
per  day,  but  not  more.  ^ " 

The  felons,  male  and  female,  have 
now  separate  wards,  and  cannot  com- 
municate with  each  other.  Each 
have  a court-yard,  with  proper  drains. 
All  the  cells  are  well  ventilated,  and 
furnished  by  the  Corporation  with 
beds,  two  blankets,  two  sheets,  and 
a coverlet;  they  have  clean  sheets 
once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  necessary. 
The  Keeper  receives  for  the  con- 
veyance of  transports.  Is.  per  mile. 
Firing  is  allowed  to  both  debtors  and 
felcfT5s.  The  gaol  is  well  supplied 
with  water;  it  is  visited  occasionally 
by  the  worthy  Magistrates,  and  kept 
clean. 

Ipswich.  TheOldTown  andBo- 
RouGH  Bridewell.  Keeper,  John, 
Peak.  Salary,  ^17.  and  coals  and 
candles. — Chaplain,  none;  nor  any 
instruction,  religious  or  moral. — Sur- 
geon, Mr.  Stebbing. — Prisoners,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1801,  seven.  Allowance, 
one  pound  and  a half  of  bread  per 
day,  and  whatever  they  can  earn  by 
spinning. 

Remarks.  The  men’s  court-yard 
is  about  33  feet  square.  Work-room, 
17  feet  by  14.  Lodging-room,  19 
feet  by  13,  and  two  upper  rooms; 
one  of  them  30  feet  by  14,  the  other 
17  feet  by  14,  supplied  with  straw- 
in-sacking  beds,  one  blanket,  and  two 
coverlets. 

The  women's  court-yard  is  42  feet 
by  15.  Their  day-room  and  work- 
room are  each  15  feet  by  12.  Lodg- 
ing-room, 18  feet  by  15,  like  that  of 
the  men.  Also  two  upper  room^,  of 
the  same  dimensions  as  the  foregoing. 
Two  of  the  women  were  employed 

iu 
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ill  spiuninj^.  Three  of  the  men  o-it 
of  jive  were  also  at  work  ; two  of  the 
number  were  sentenced  to  two  years 
linprisonment.  The  whole  prison 
very  dirty,  though  said  to  be  white- 
washed once  a year,  'rids  'vvicTch- 
ed  prison  is  now  abolished,  and  tene- 
ments built  there. 

JA'MES  N jeild. 

To  hr.  Lettsowi  Lojidan. 


Mr.  Urban, 


\ the  Critical  Itcvdew^  for  October 


last,  p.  159, 
written  remarks 
work,  viz.  “ Obse 
rism,  and  some  Di 


ere  arc  some  well- 
>n  the  following 
vations  on  Aneii- 
eases  of  tlie  Arfe- 


ever  was  jx,*rform 
success.  The  op 
forrned  on  the  4ih 
with  one  ligature  a 
Ide  knot  on  the 
On  the  19th  of  Oc 
came  awav,  and  th  ; 


Bath,  Ocl.  S. 


rial  System,  by  George  Freer,  Sur- 

! Hospital  at  Bir- 
mingham,” 4to. 

The  Heviewer  p 
merited  comp'imei 
consequence  of  his ' 
the  operation  oftyi 
for  the  cure  of  f 


ys  a jiist  and  wrll- 
to  >lr.  Freer,  in 
aving  “ performed 
ig  the  Iliac  Artery, 
■moral  Aneurism, 


the  first  time  tha  he  believes,  it 


d with  complete 
ration  was  per- 
)f  October,  1806, 
d a common  doii- 
v^*rnal  Iliac  Artery, 
ober  the  Ligature 
Tatient  perfectly 


recovered.”  “Thij,”  the  Heviewer 


“ is  a triumphant 
and  Ihe  science  of 
wo  cordially  syrn- 
wx  remark  of  one 
of  Mr.  Freer's  eon  espondents,  ‘that 


very  pi  operly  adds 
example  of  the  skil 
British  Surgery ; an 
pathize  in  the  exult 


the  capability  of  pe 


Surgery  is  not  no 
Metro])olis  and  otl 
of  Surgery’.” 

I also,  M r.  Urban 


formmg  the  most 


complex  and  dilficjlt  operations  of 

r coufined  to  the 
cr  great  Schools 


do  most  cordi  illy 
sympathize  in  this  , iistiy-exiiUing  re- 
mark, as  it  illustn  tes  one  w Inch  1 
ventured  to  make  i lanv  years  since, 


in  the  tw'Ciily-nhit 
Medical  Spectator, 
“that  the  healin 


o 


j nuniher 
vol,  II. 
art,  ill 


branches,  is  admin  islered,  in  every 
part  of  his  MajeslyT  dominions,  in  a 
manner  much  supe  ior  to  the  prac- 
tice ol  any  other  cou  itry  iu  the  world.” 
But  this  IS  not  all  ; " 
cause  I find  in  the 
this  valuable  w’ork 


has  adopted  a doctri  le  respecling  (he 
Arterial  Sysjem,  an|l 
the  cure  ol  Femoral 
I first  pTomiilgatec 
number  of  the  sinnel'w  ovi^,  vol.  1.  p 


of  Ib.c 
p.  40, 
ail  its 


I exult  also,  bc- 
sainc  Hcvievv  of 
that  Mr.  Freer 


1 


a projiosal  for 
Aneurism,  which 
in  the  scventli 
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101.  The  Kevloier  tells  us  that, 

“ w'hen  incision  ia  impracticabie  or 
improper,  either  Jn  accoui.t  of  tlie 
diseased  stale  of  jiie  artery,  or  of 
other  causes,  Mr.  I’,  follows  the  ine- 
thod  of  Gu3ttaiii,|  and  recommends 
compression;  andJ  to  illustrate  its 
usefulness,  he  haq  copied  some  of 
the  cases  of  that  ctlehrated  Surgeon, 
and  given  some  cjf  his  own.  As  a 
sju'cunen  of  his  lianncr,  wc  insert 
this  metiiod  of  eiire,  aud  his  reason- 
ing iijion  it,  as  tliry  are  included  iu 
the  following  renialks:”  p.  12. 

“ CoTupvtssion  map  be  applied  either 
on  the  Aneurismal  Tiimor  itself,  or  upon 
the  sound  artery  abovp  it.  In  Ikoac  cases 
Zihere  the  firesttuc  Iiasvecn  hifliertu  n]>plied, 
if  has  been  npmi  ihe\  Tumor  itself  •,  and 
tlioiujh  this  mixlc  of  jipplication.  has  fre- 
quently been  artendeq' with  success,  it  is 
bj'  no  means  so  likelT  to  answer  the  in- 
tention of  uuiting‘‘the| sides  of  the  vessel 
as  when  used  on  the  spund  part  of  the  ar- 
tery. From  the  resillt  of  those  experi- 
mcQts  I made  on  thJ  radial  artery  of  a 
horse,  I should  reeoimmend  the  pressure 
to  be  made  upon  tliJ  extremities,  either 
by  the  assistance  of  instrument, 

which  is  I’opied  froinj  Platner’s  Survery, 
and  given  here  in  thJ  margin,  or  in  the 
following  manner.  Fiipt,  place  a bandage, 
moderately  tight,  froiji  one  extremity  of 
the  limb  to  the  otherl  then  place  a ])ad 
upon  the  artery,  a tlw  inches  above  the 
tumor,  that  you  maj^jhave  a gveater  pro- 
bability of  its  being  inla  sound  state;  then 
with  a common  touiiiiqnet  surrounding 
the  limb,  let  the  scrc»'  he  fixed  tipon  the 
pad,  having  previouslr  seen  real  the  whole 
limb  from  the  action  c*' the  instrument,  by 
a ])iece  of  board  widerjthan  the  limb  itself, 
by  which  means  the  prtery  only  will  he 
compressed  when  the  perew  is  tightened  ; 
the  tourniquet  should  Iheu  he  twisted  till 
the  pulsation  in  the  t|mor  ceivses.  In  a 
few  hours,  as  by  experiment  upon  the 
horse,  the  limb  will  llecome  cEdematous 
and  swelled  ; the  tyurliiquet  may  then  be 
remov(^d,  and  no  stroier  pressure  will  be 
required  than  what  «4n  easily  be  made 
with  the  pad  and  roller.  The  irritation 
produced  by  this  modJof  pressure  excites 
that  degree  of  iDtlamirlition  of  the  artery, 
which  deposits  cQaguIrble  lymph  in  the 
coats  of  the  vessel,  thickens  them,  dimi- 
nishes the  cavity,  aid  eventually  ob- 
structs the  passage  o|  the  blood.  Such 
arc  the  practical  advamtages  of  compres- 
sion ; aud  when  any  pirtion  of  vital  power 
rtanains,  I know  of  up  exceptions  to  its 
use.”  j 

On  the  above  exjract  the  Critical 
Heviewer  makes  till  lollowing  judi- 
cious remark  : “ Onjthe  body  of  the 
Aneurism  itself,  coipprcssion  can  sel- 
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LETTER  LVIL  ON  PRISONS. 
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“ Ingenlum  res  adverss  nudare  solent, 
celare  secundae*.”  Hor. 

Sambrook  Courts  Dec.  9,  1808. 

IN  perusing  the  subsequent  excel- 
lent Letter,  the  painful  reflection 
is  excited,  from  perceiving  in  the 
Bridewell  of  Hertford,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  Prisons,  that  no  atten- 
tion is  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
habits  of  industry  in  the  prisoners. 

It  is  well  known,  that,  after  the 
dissolution  of  Monasteries  under  Hen- 
ry VIII.  multitudes  who  lived  by 
mendicity  on  the  alms  of  the  Clergy, 
hkccame  burthensome  and  dangerous 
to  the  community,  in  spit®  of  the 
infliction  of  the  most  severe  punish- 
ments; until  the  famous  Act  of  the 
43d  of  Q,ueen  Elizabeth  was  passed ; 
which  directed  the  supply  of  mate- 
rials, and  the  employment  of  labour, 
as  best  calculated  to  prevent  idle- 
ness, indigence,  aftd  mendicity ; and 
happily  it  succeeded. 

It  would  occasion  too  extensive  a 
narrative,  to  trace  the  various  alter- 
ations of,  and  additions  to,  this  cele- 
brated Act  ; most  of  which  have 
proved  subversive  of  the  advantages 
derived  from  the  original  plan,  which 
the  great  legislators  of  this  Queen’s 
reign  had  wisely  adopted.  It  is,  in- 
deed, lamentable,  that,  under  the  bad 
policy  of  some  of  our  laws,  this 
object  is  never  recognized.  How 
often  has  Humanity  raised  her  voice 
against  the  cruelty  of  empowering 
one  man  to  enclose  in  a dungeon  an 


unfortunate  fellow-citizen ; who,  born 
in  a country  boasting  of  its  general 
freedom,  from  its  laws,  finds  none 
to  secure  his  liberty ! How  often 
has  the  impolicy  of  excluding  from 
the  exercise  of  industry,  individuals, 
whose  labour  might  retrieve  misfor- 
tune, and  repay  obligation,  been  in 
vain  repeated  + ! 

Scarcely  ever  have  I entered  a pri- 
son, without  meeting  with  persons, 
whose  talents  and  qualifications,  un- 
fettered by  restraint,  might  be  pro- 
fitable to  their  families,  and  some- 
times even  honourable  to  their  coun- 
try In  the  damp,  dreary  Clink, 
or  Marshaisea  Prison^,  I saw  an 
Artist,  who  now  exercises  his  use- 
ful powers  much  to  the  gratification 
of  the  publick.  On  visiting  the  Sur- 
rey County  Gaol  with  my  friend 
Neild,  and  accompanied  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Turton,  I found  another  inge- 
nious person,  whose  talents  are  now 
exercised  to  amuse  and  instruct  the 
community.  That  learned  Natural- 
ist, on  whose  judgment  the  value  of 
Sir  Ashton  Lever’s  museum  was  de- 
termined by  Parliament,  languished 
in  the  King’s  Bench  Prison,  and  long 
supported  his  family  by  the  efforts 
of  his  genius,  and  the  exercise  of 
his  talents  1|  ; though  compelled, 
at  length,  to  raise  that  support,  by 
painting  ornamental  designs  for  la- 
dies’ thread -papers  ! verifying,  in- 
deed, the  remark  of  Bouhours,  “ Les 
malheureux,  qui  ont  de  I’esprit, 


^ In  adversity  those  talents  are  called  forth,  which  are  concealed  by  prosperity. 

f See  Dr.  Johnson’s  Remarks  in  the  Idler,  No.  38. 

X Perhaps  the  great  North  American  Empire  may  trace  its  origin  equally  from- 
persecution  and  the  issues  of  the  prisons  j and  New  South  Wales  may  lay  its  claim 
almost  exclusively  from  the  latter.  I spent  an  evening,  which  agreeably  continued 
till  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  late  General  ^Oglethorp,  when  this  veteran 
was  in  the  96th  year  of  his  age,  who  told  me  that  he  planted  Georgia,  chiefly  from 
the  prisons. 

§ Described  in  the  Gent.  ^ag.  vol.  1307,  LXXVII.  p.  211. 

jj  I hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  add  here,  that  soon  after  this  ingenious 
person  was  liberated,  and  appointed  to  a respectable  station  under  Government,  he 
died,  and  left  a widow  and  six  children  unprovided.  A small  fund,  was  however  raised 
for  their  support;  and  they  are  now  comfortably  situated.  The  two  eldest  sons  have 
risen  to  Lieutenants  in  the  Navy;  and  lately  one  of  these  was  appointed  the' Governor 
of  a West  India  Island, 
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trouvent  des  ressources  eu  eux- 
mimes*.  j.  c.  Lettsom. 

Hertford.  The  County  Gaol 
and  Bridewell.  Gaoler,  Charlotte 
JVilson^  widow  of  the  late  Keeper. 
Salary,  ^180;  and  for  tlie  Bridewell, 
£24.  Fees,  felons  and  debtors,  I5.v. 
4d.;  besides  which,  the  Under  Sherift' 
demands  Gs.  8d.  of  each  debtor,  for 
his  liberate!  Fees  for  Bridewell  pri- 
soners, 4s.  6d.  No  table.  For  the 
conveyance  of  transports,  one  shilling 
per  mile.  Garnish,  prohibited.  On 
a painted  board  is  affixed  up,  “ No 
Garnish  to  be  taken.”  See  Remarks. 
—Chaplain,  Rev.  James  Moore.  Du- 
ty, Prayers  and  Sermon  every  Sun- 
day. Salary,  3^40. — Surgeon,  Mr. 
Bradley.  Salary,  £20. — Number  of 
prisoners.  Sept.  20,  1808,  debtors,  9; 
felons  and  Bridewell,  IT.- — Allowance, 
to  debtors,  none  whatever  ; to  felons 
and  other  criminal  prisoners,  one 
pound  and  half  of  bread  daily,  cut 
from  the  Gaoler's  loaf.  Convicts  un- 
der sentence  of  transportation  have 
the  King's  allowance  for  their  sup- 
port, 2s.  Od.  per  week. 

Remarks,  This  Gaol,  which  is 
also  the  County  Bridewell,  is  situ- 
ated just  out  of  the  town,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a boundary-wall,  15  feet 
high;  which,  being  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  building,  admits  a 
free  circulation  of  air;  and  the 
Gaoler  has  within  it  a convenient 
garden. 

For  men  and  women  debtors,  here 
is  only  one  court-yard,  60  feet  by  56. 
Theirintirmary-room  is  on  thegronnd- 
floor,  spacious  and  lofty,  but  desti- 
tute of  furniture ; and  they  have 
no  day-room. 

For  common-side  debtors,  there 
are  10  sleeping-rooms  of  16  feet  8 
inches  by  11  feet  7,  which  &re  Free 
Wards:  but  the  County  allows  nei- 
ther bedding  nor  straw' ; so  that  if 
a debtor  cannot  provide  himself  with 
a bed,  he  must  sleep  on  the  bare 
boards. 

The  lobby  which  leads  to  these 
rooms  is  only  four  feet  n ide ; and 
the  pillars  being  square,  and  of  brick, 
make  them  both  dark  and  close. 
The  door-w'ays  are  but  twetity-tu'o 
inches  u'ide ; so  that  no|  crib-bed- 
steads  can  be  introduced  into  them  ! 
There  are  two  other  rooms  of  12 


^ Unfortunate  persons  of  genius  fip,d 
resouroes  within  themselves. 


feet  by  10,  which  bre  furnished  for 
such  as  can  pay  seven  shillings  each, 
per  week,  and  two  sleep  together. 
No  firing  is  allowed  them. 

The  men  felons  have  two  court- 
yards, each  of  them  about  the  same 
size  as  that  for  the  debtors.  One 
of  them,  called  “ The  Further-yard,” 
has  six  cells,  and  a day-room  about 
15  feet  square,  on  the  ground-floor. 
The  other,  called  “ The  Middle-yard,” 
has  eight  sleeping-cells,  built  over 
those  in  the  Further-yard ; and,  on 
the  ground-floor,  is  a large  day-room, 
and  an  infirmary.  The  felons’  cells 
are  about  16  feet  8 inches  each,  by 

1 1 feet  7 ; with  straw  on  tlie  floor, 
scantily  supplied  by  the  Gaoler  out 
of  her  salary. 

In  the  debtors’  and  felons’ 
courts  are  boards  fixed  up,  on  which, 
as  I before  remarked,  is  painted, 
“ No  garnish  to  be  taken  in  this 
Gaol.”  But,  at  my  visit  in  1808, 
the  word  no  was  obliterated  in  the 
felons’  court-yard,  and  a gallon  of 
beer  exacted,  as  garnish,  frbm  every 
new-comer. 

The  court  for  women  felons  is 
about  45  feet  by  16,  with  a sewer  in 
it,  and  two  sleeping -cells,  each  16 
feet  6 inches  by  12  feet  ; both  of 
which  have  fire-places  and  grated 
windows  towards  the  court.  Two 
sleep  in  a cell  upon  the  floor,  which 
has  a partition,  about  four  inches 
high,  to  keep  the  straw  together; 
and  that  is  the  only  bedding  allowed 
them. 

The  Bridewell  men’s  court  is  about 
33  yards  by  24,  and  has  12  sleeping- 
cells  on  the  ground-floor,  with  as 
many  above  them,  all  opening  to 
the  court-yard.  The  aperture  over 
each  door  has  sloping  boards  before 
it,  to  prevent  their  view'  of  the 
court;  and,  at  the  further  end  of 
each  cell,  is  a casement.  Twelve  of 
these  cells  have  a fire-place. 

The  Bridewell  womens’  court  is 
about  the  .same  size  as  that  of  the 
men,  with  a gravel-walk  surrounding 
a grass-plat.  They  have  eight  sleep- 
ing-cclls,  four  at  each  end  of  the 
court,  on  the  ground-floor,  witi*  a 
fire-place  in  each  cell. 

There  is  a pump  in  these,  and ‘in 
every  other  court-yard  of  this  Gaol. 
The  rooms  for  the  Bridewell  pri- 
soners have  vaulted  roofs,  and  are 

12  feet  each,  by  9. 

The  men’s  Bridewell  has  a spacious 
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and  lofty  room  on  the  ground-floor, 
paved,  like  the  others,  “with  flag- 
stones, and  intended  as  an  infirmary  ; 
with  a small  room  for  the  Surgeon; 
but  it  has  never  been  used  as  such. 
It  has  no  furniture,  and  is  occupied 
by  vagrants,  who  sleep  upon  loose 
I straw,  laid  on  the  floor.  The  warm 
and  cold  baths  adjoin  to  it ; of  which 
i the  former  has  never  been  used,  and 
the  latter  only  twice!  Between  the 
two,  baths  is  an  oven,  to  purify  in- 
fected cloaths.  ' 

Here  is  also  a small  court-yard, 
and  a convenient  sewer,  intended  for 
the  sick. 

The  Chapel  of  this  Gaol  has  no 
cupola,  and  is  very  close,  and  some- 
times offensive.  The  debtors  ap- 
peared to  me  not  only  negligent  in 
their  attendance  on  Divine  Service, 
but  even  frequently  interrupted  it 
by  misbehaviour.  At  my  visit  in 
1803,  only  three  of  them,  out  of 
eleven,  were  present;  and,  in  1804, 
eight  only  attended  Chapel  out  of 
the  twelve. 

Of  the  12  House  of  Correction 
prisoners,  at  one  of  my  visits  (in 
1804),,  four  were  sentenced  to  12 
months  imprisonment,  without  any 
employment  whatever,  although  they 
much  wished  for  it;  and  bitterly  did 
they  complain,  “ At  not  being  al- 
lowed more  than  one  hour  of  en- 
largement, out  of  the  twenty-four, 
to  get  a little  fresh  aiV ; at  no  firing 
being  supplied  to  them  in  cold  wea- 
ther ; and  at  being  denied  the  indul- 
gence of  either  soap  or  towels,  for 
personal,  or  prison,  cleanliness.”  At 
ray  visit  also  in  1808,  I found  four 
other  prisoners  of  the  above  descrip- 
tion, committed  for  a twelvemonth  ; 
and  the  whole  number,  as  before,  des- 
titute of  the  blessings  of  that  em- 
ployment, which  they  earnestly  de- 
sired to  obtain.  Their  cells  are  not 
now  offensive  as  heretofore;  because 
they  are  permitted  the  use  of  a court- 
yard, and  the  loathsome  pails  or 
buckets  seldom  required.  This  in- 
ence,  the  Keeper’s  son  informed 
me,  was  in  consequence  of  my  re- 
marks at  former  visits. 

It  has  been  exceedingly  painful 
for  me  to  observe,  though  Truth 
and  the  duty  of  Humanity  call  me 
to  it,  that  those  prisoners  committed 
to  the  Fel^^ns’  Gaol  (and  some  of 
them  even  for  Gomparatively  tri- 
vial offences,  and  before  a trial)  are 


here  immediately  put  in  irons,  and 
at  night  are  pinioned  (two  together) 
down  to  the  flooring  of  their  cells, 
by  a ponderous  chain  passed  through 
the  main  link  of  their  fetters,  and 
to  a strong  iron  staple;  “and  with 
this  additional  aggravation  of  their 
daily  misery,  are  left  to  pass  the 
hours  destined  by  Nature  to  ease  and 
refreshment,  upon  loose  .straw  only, 
scattered  on  the  floor,  A man  may 
thus  suffer  six  months  imprisonment, 
under  the  bare  suspicion  of  a crime, 
from  which,  at  the  end  of  that  dreary 
term,  his  country  may  perhaps  ho- 
nourably acquit  him.” 

1 saw  no  county  furniture  here, 
either  in  the  infirmaries,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  Prison,  except  one  rug 
in  the  felons’  gaol,  one  in  the  men’s 
bridewell,  and  one  in  the  women’s 
bridewell : neither  is  any  county 
clothing  allowed  to  the  prisoners, 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  widowed  Keeper’s 
son,  who  occasionally  assists  his  mo- 
ther in  her  arduous  task,  is  a farmer 
iii  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Gaol; 
and  he  told  me,  that  if  a chaff-cutting 
machine  were  provided,  and  a shed 
erected  over  it,  he  could  keep  the 
prisoners  constantly  employed. 

But  no  employment  is  now  regu- 
larly furnished.  The  County  did 
heretofore  attempt  to  establish  a 
manufactory ; but  the  expence  having 
been  found  to  exceed  the  prisoners’ 
earnings,  it  was  soon  discontinued. 
That  employment,  however,  (under 
due  regulations  and  a patient  super- 
intendance)  may  be  rendered  pro- 
ductive, has  been  already  and  amply 
evinced  at  Dorchester,  Gloucester, 
&c. ; and  it  will  be  so  elsewhere,^  in 
various  other  prisons,  noticed  in  the 
cource  of  my  Prison  Remarks. 

On  this  head,  our  Legislature  has 
not  been  inattentive.  By  the  I4th 
of  Elizabeth,  c.  5;  and  the  12th  GeO. 
II.  it  is  enacted,  that,  “ Prisoners 
shall  be  provided  for  out  of  the  ge- 
neral County  Rate,  &x.”  By  the 
19th  Cha.  11.  and  12th  Geo.  II.  c.  29 
“ Justices,  in  their  Sessions,  may  pro- 
vide a stock  of  materials  for  setting 
the  poor  to  work,  &c.”  By  the  last- 
mentioned  Statute,  c.  29,  “ Justices, 
in  their  Qtuarter-sessions,  have  power 
and  authority  to  make  one  general 
rate,  or  assessment,  as  they,  in  their 
discretion,  shall  think  necessary  to 
answer  ail  and  every  purpose  ol  the 
above-rdcited  Acts.”  Now,  as  ha- 
bits 
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bits  of  industry  when  once  lost  are 
not  easily  regained,  it  is  therefore 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  considerate  and 
conscientious  Magistrates,  to  whom 
so  important  a charge  is  consigned, 
will  avail  themselves  of  their  powers. 
The  salutary  purpose  of  the  law  is 
to  reform  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, when  unhappily  depraved,  and 
restore  them  as  better  members  to 
society.  In  this  very  interesting  view, 
and  under  the  many  privations  of  a 
Gaol,  it  would  be  an  act  of  the 
greatest  humanity,  so  to  encourage 
industry j as  that  the  hapless  prisoners 
might  be  excited  and  enabled,  by 
his  own  exertions,  to  render  life  more 
comfortable  to  himself,  more  safe 
to  others,  and  at  the  same  time 
essentially  beneficial  to  his  country* 

It  has  always  struck  me,  that 
wherever  the  Bread  Allowance  to 
prisoners  is  not  judiciously  distri- 
buted in  distinct  loaves,  but  cut  from 
the  Gaoler’s  or  Keeper’s  loaf  (as  is 
the  case  both  here,  and  other  Prisons 
of  this  county  of  Hertford),  there 
ought  to  he  weights  and  scales  pro- 


vided, and  kept  apart  for  that  pur- 
pose only ; in  order  that  the  pri- 
soners may  always  see  that  their 
respective  doles  are  fairly  and  fully 
dealt  out  to  them.  The  complaints 
which  have  occurred  upon  this  sub- 
ject may  thus  be  effectually  pre*- 
vented  in  future. 

I found  the  Gaol  much  cleaner 
than  at  ray  former  visits;  and  straw 
being  much  cheaper,  a more  liberal 
supply  has  been  issued,  which  is 
changed  once  in  six  weeks. 

There  is  still,  however,  a want  of 
regularity  and  cleanliness  in  the 
management  of  the  present  Gaol. 
The  Keeper’s  house  commands  but 
a very  small  part  of  it.  Uncovered 
pails,  or  buckets,  are  most  loath- 
somely made  to  serve  the  purpose  of 
sewers.  Here  are  no  Rules  and  Or- 
ders. The  Clauses  against  Spirituous 
Liquors  are  hung  up ; but  the  Act 
for  Preserving  the  Health  of  Pri- 
soners is  omitted. 

Yours  truly,  James  Neilu. 
To  Dr.  Lettsom. 


\ 


Printed  by  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street 


'.i' 


;■  N*.  ■ 

';■  ■'■■'■'■  ' > 


.4 


<. 


• fef’ 

^1- 


* 


- 


•w  • 


1 


;'i  ' ''  ' ..  ' ''  > 

^^  . ..  . ' ' ' . V 

Tr»-r 

^ ■ -‘  ■ ■;:/■■• 


■ m ..  ' 


\ 


3SIT’ s 


s-' 


f- 


\ 


> 


1 


1 


\ 


/ 


\ 


I' 


'.' ) 


’#*  f' 


•.  ■■v.'. . 

* .c 


< 


■v 


tV 


.r, 


■ t 


'^W 


T^:.«r'r  *■'<■,'  J ■'  ^■'*‘rti'V’'4'-' 


..■t 

■ ' i ;<*:/  r'  jvj 

'■  ■ ■ r -1  , 

■■'■■  'If  ' 'W''-  ' ^ ^ 

S' ^ ‘ ■ • •'-  " ^ 


1!1U 


' / 


.ft '"fy  €j‘'5-'^:%>?' •■.  ;!^'W»it''-i  ,^-^‘^i?‘,V-''r  'f 

'.  : -y-  « ■ , . 


-r  ■•■  ^ '•  ■ 

% 


■S' 


.A  2^1. 


. yyTV- 


-'-•/  -•  > r 


•-  r 

•'  " ,-'.■  ■ ' ''’'7' 

, * ‘‘A-'u.'i-  ' • ■’••^  ' -'■'- 

■ v'  • ' ' W'y'v^y-^ 


A » it, 


.,'yk»-»s  . 


>■  a 


r , 


^ ^ .,  ;jr"-'Av  >5^  '”> " 

^ i •,^i,J.'  ,V'.’ 

*•  - ' 

> ^ ^ aJuh 


-■■V' 


£>■  ; ' ■ '-  *'  ' ' * • 


'%  ■ 


.'^'  *■'  ■ \ ■ 

♦ f 


, r • ■ ’--■**i-'  ' ’ 

' -"ftf 


/ 


.^1 


'fe;'  ■ 


■ O'y'  a- 


*■  ' •' 

Ilf  it 


i •• 

• KK’^' 


5 »‘.i^ 


, ... 


. *- 


..<■:  •'vr 


t 1 , 

P ^ 

. 'k.  ..4’^ 

• '■  J^rV  i'  8^>  ^ J.-i  'y  r*'-^'  ' 'J--'"  “'■  j ■ . ■'  ^() 

♦--r  1:  ..'-  1^.  ;>?  -•  •;*.;.  ‘ >■  - 


, .M,  iiXV 

-.'■  .■ 

*^i  A"'-;'  , ■'  * ' . 

•■v.j-oT 


■%fr 

■ . 

J-.  ^•-  ^ rf; 


* '■  / 


' ^y^-, 

7’*' 


^ h* 


' . t , 


.,  .V  ^ i.  4 ^ • 

-'^V  -■ 

V •^1.  ' 

J * ^ • - * , ^ 


•4 

-•  V, 

i.ou  .1  '•'  ^ . ^ r> 


■ «'  *«,'» 
. €• 

- - ' * i-.v'.  / 


1 

♦ 


r- /f  .‘"-fuv 
? V ■ ‘ y 


t « 


. ) 


* - *«*  .1/  ■•#.  i .^^ 

*‘‘-^  y-  W*.  ( ■.?.!!*. 


7r  y7 

,b  -.ij  . : '.  -‘‘i  ,sfv  r» 


V ' 


■..^•4  ',.:^»4>..» 

|v:r^‘?sio  *.  >»M 

, '*■  «i  .*.>  « ■; 
M _ 'V  V ' ‘ 


,4. 


I ..  ^ 

; .'  1 *.  V 


.■*.  r 


7y  ■ 


.V. 


.»*V 


X‘-7,i  - .^• 

’ »• 


‘i. 

• 

• ' • ..  -s-  ‘ 

•I  . .-.  ^ 

'.* 

%-W'- 

# ' 

" ‘ 1 **  '•■  '■  - • '(•  ' 

.-.4^ 

....  f .,  . ".,. 

j'  . * ■ * : 

\ 

» 

* ■ 

• » ' 

; . . * 

■ <7  -'/i  ' .!  '■ 

-<  mK  » . • 

• ' . r 1 .K 

^ * » V ^ . 

• 

* -1  1 ■ . 

' V 

i'  , . ' ' 

..*'  . t. 

( ' . . i*  * 

1 . - * i 

1 • 

' i,. 

i . • ’'V<i 

•>  'f 

*■*  / 'w  4 

jjL  i 

*i  V‘ 

' ■ ■*- 

■ . -:J 
\ ■ ' 

. ' \ . * ' 

U?  . . i(*.V  <»> 

i; 

fd 

W*“ 

y ■ . .It 

\ 

*h4'  i^  T' 

**  - 

1 ,•  ' « ..  * .. 

/ 

■j 

4 .1 

^ r « 

\.y 


k 

i’'- 


' ■ • 'r^^  > . 

, “fK  1%iiSh( 

■ • F'..’7yii»  ■'  V 

■ - ' -'If  ■■- 

\yyui 

■ » ' ^ f 


y >. 


■ ' ,..  ■ V{^ 

' *.\/i 

W 

'. f -m 

;’f'  .'^f*- 


-Iv 


LETTER  ,.LVIIL  ON  PRISONS^ 


^‘  Labour  has  bef?n  represented  as  the 
punishment  of  sin  ; but  it  also  operates 
as  the  preservative  of  innocence 

Sambrook  Courts  March  6. 

IT  has  been  the  opinion  of  the 
wisest  and  best  of  men,  that  the 
time  which  is  employed  in  labour 
is  so  much  deducted  from  the  em- 
pire of  the  passions;  and  that,  while 
the  faculties  of  the  mind  and  the 
body  are  occupied  in  industrious  pur- 
suits, the  sensual  and  malevolent  pas- 
sions are  proportionally  subdued. 
But  the  Managers  of  the  Town  Gaol 
of  Leicester  seem  to  have  acted  upon 
principles  so  diametrically  opposite 
i to  the  general  sense  of  mankind, 

I respecting  the  effects  of  labour  com- 
li  pared  to  those  of  idleness,  as  to  set 
reason  and  experience  at  defiance, 

; .by  inflicting  a penalty  on  every  effort 
of  industry! 

The  Corporation  of  Leicester  con- 
sists of  a Mayor,  Recorder,  24  Aider- 
men,  48  Common  Council-men,  two 
Chamberlains,  a Steward,  Bailiff’,  So- 
' licitor,  and  Town-clerk  ; and  the  an- 
i nual  commitment  of  prisoners  to  the 
' Town  Gaol  is  nearly  200.  From  the 
subsequent  recital  of  Mr.  Neild,  that 
some  individual  of  this  Corporation  of 
80  public  officers  may  be  animated  to 
useful  exertion,  is  the  object  of  this 
apqieal,  by  J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Leicester.  The  County  Gaoe. 
Gaoler,  John  Simons.  Salary,  jgl30. 
out  of  which  he  allow's  every  prisoner 
a quart  of  table-beer  per  day.  Fees, 
I3s.  4d.  and  to  the  turnkey  2s. ; be- 
sides which,  the  Under-sheriff’  de- 
mands a fee  of  6s.  8d,  for  his  liberate  I 
Conveyance  of  transports,  £8.  each 
to  Portsmouth;  £1.  to  Woolwich, 
Garnish,  abolished. — Chf^plain,  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderson.  Duty,  Prayers  four 
days  in  the  week  ; Sermon  on  Sun- 
day. Salary,  5660. — Surgeon,  Mr. 

* Murray^s  inquiries,  Historical  and 
Moral,  respecting  the  Character  of  Na- 
^ tions,  and  the  Progress  of  Society. 


Maule.  Salary,  £15.  for  debtors  and 
felons. — Number  of  prisoners;  July 
30,  1807,  debtors,  11 ; felons,  &c.  8. 
Allowance,  one  pound  six  ounces  of 
bread,  sent  from  the  baker’s  every 
other  day,  in  loaves  of  two  pounds 
twelve  ounces  each ; and  one  quart 
of  small-beer  daily. 

Remarks.  This  County  Gaollook* 
as  it  should  do : it  has  a prison-like 
appearance.  The  ingenious  Archi- 
tect, Mr.  Moneypenny^  has  shewn  his 
knowledge  of  grand  design,  bordering 
on  the  terrific. 

The  noble  stone  face  of  the  build- 
ing extends  120  feet  in  front  of  the 
street;  and  near  to  it  is  the  Free 
School.  The  Gaoler’s  house  is  at 
one  corner;  and  the  turnkey’s  lodge, 
which  adjoins  it,  leads  both  to  the 
men  felons’  court-yard,  and  like- 
wise, by  a passage,  to  that  of  the 
debtors.  It  was  first  inhabited  in 
1793;  and  has  four  airy  court-yards, 
with  water  in  all,  and  a day-room  to 
each.  The  court  for  debtors  is  74 
feet  by  32,  and  tlie  day-room  29  feet 
by  1.3  feet  6 inches.  For  those  on 
the  master’s  side  there  are  10  rooms, 
to  which  the  Keeper  furnishes  beds, 
at  2s.  4d.  per  week  for  a single  bed  j 
and  if  two  sleep  together.  Is.  Qd.  at 
week  each.  Comraon-.side  debtors 
have  a’free  ward,  with  10  good-sized 
sleeping-rooms  over  the  men  felons 
cells,  to  which  they  furnish  their  own 
beds.  One  room  is  set  apart  for  an 
infirmary,  30  feet  by  16.  with  oppo- 
site windows,  and  a fire-place. 

The  men  felons’  court-yard  is  59 
feet  by  30,  with  a day,  or  common 
mess-room,  23  feet  by  13,  which  has 
a fire-place,  a large  table,  and  benGhes 
to  sit  on.  They  have  also  four  sleep- 
ing-cells on  the  ground-floor,  each  8 
feet  by  4 feet  1 1 inches.  One  cell  of 
double  the  size  for  convicts  under 
sentence  of  death,  which  is  likewise 
occasionally  used  for  refractory  )|>n- 
soners ; and  at  the  back  of  these,  and 

separated 
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separated  by  a narrow  passage,  are 
five  other  cells,  of  equal  dimensions. 

One  side  of  the  court-yard  is  occu- 
pied by  a room  which  has  a cold-bath, 
and  another  adjoining,  for  prisoners 
to  undress,  in  which  is  a boiler  for 
warm  water. 

Behind  these  buildings,  there  is 
another  court-yard  for  less  atrocious 
felons,  38  feet  square  ; a day,  or  mess- 
room  (fitted-up  as  above)  18  feet  4 
inches  by  1 1 feet  9 ; an  infirmary- 
room  10  feet  square  over  it;  and  on 
the  ground-floor  are  five  sleeping- 
cells,  exactly  similar  to  those  already 
mentioned. 

Women  felons  have  a court-yard,  a 
day-room,  an  infirmary,  and  three 
sleeping-cells;  another  room  having 
a cold-bath,  and  one  adjoining  it, 
with  a boiler,  like  those  before-de- 
scribed. 

The  Chapel  is  a square  building  in 
the  centre  of  the  Prison,  and  has  at 
each  corner  a door  of  entrance  for  the 
respective  classes,  who  are  seated  in 
the  area,  separated  from  each  other 
by  partitions  six  feet  six  inches  high. 

Over  the  rooms  which  contain  the 
baths  are  the  two  spacious 
30  feet  each  by  16,  with  large  and 
opposite  casement  windows,  and  fire- 
places. These  rooms  open  into  the 
gallery  of  the  Chapel,  which  is  parti- 
tioned oft'  for  the  sick.  The  Chapel 
is  open  to  the  top,  with  a large  sky- 
light, and  fan  sash  windows. 

The  cells  of  this  Gaol  have  boarded 
floors,  with  arched  roofs,  and  are  fit- 
ted up  with  three  mats  and  two  blan- 
kets each.  The  doorways,  being 
only  22  inches  wide,  are  both  too 
narrow  to  admit  the  introduction  of 
a bedstead,  and  too  few  in  number 
for  so  populous  a prison  ; so  that  two 
prisoners  are  generally  locked  up  in 
each  cell,  affording  a space  of  two 
feet  five  inches  only  for  each  prisoner. 

The  court-yards  here  are  well  sup- 
plied with  water,  and  the  sewers  not 
oft’ensive.  The  attentive  Keeper  ap- 
pears also  to  be  humane ; and  the 
Prison  is  as  clean  as  its  ill  construction 
will  admit.  It  is- much  to  be  regret- 
ted, however,  that  the  plan  originally 
proposed  by  the  able  Architect  was 
not  adopted.  There  would  then  have 
been  no  cells  on  the  ground-floor; 
which  are  incommodious,  unhealthy, 
and  insecure. 

Those  prisoners  who  work  receive 
nil  their  earnings,  but  no  county  al- 


lowance of  bread,  It  has  always 
given  me  pleasure  to  find  some  of 
them  weaving  stockings,  others  mak- 
ing shoes,  &c. 

Formerly,  there  used  to  be  an  an- 
nual collection  for  the  prisoners,  by 
a kind  of  voluntary  brief.  The  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Grand  Jury  recom- 
mended it  to  the  Clergy,  who  pro- 
moted the  good  work  in  their  respec- 
tive parishes.  A table  was  kept  of 
the  sum  received  from  each  parish  ; a 
list  of  debtors  cloathed,  or  dis- 
charged ; and  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  remainder  in  feeding 
and  warming  all  the  prisoners  during 
the  inclement  season.  The  collection 
in  1774  amounted  to  5^74.  In  1779, 
only  to  £\^.  5s.  6</.  In  1780,  to 
Is.  9d.  and  in  1781,  to  £3.  18s. 
Mr,  Gregory  informed  me  by  letter, 
dated  August  28,  1803,  that  no  col- 
lection had  been  made  for  several 
years;  that  from  1795  to  1803,  the 
whole  amount  was  but  £5.  Is.  6d. 
and  that  the  balance  then  remaining 
in  his  hands  was  3^32.  6s.  1 W. 

No  firing  is  allowed  by  the  County: 
neither  soap  nor  towels  for  prison 
cleanliness.  No  Rules  and  Orders. 
Here,  as  in  too  many  other  Gaols,  is 
an  useless  tub ; and  two  cold-baths 
that  are  never  used. 

The  prohibitory  Clauses  against 
the  use  of  Spirituous  Liquors  are 
painted  on  the  same  board  as  the  Ta- 
ble of  Fees.  But  the  Act  for  Pre- 
serving the  Health  of  the  Prisoners 
was  not  hung  up. 

Leicester  Town  Gaol. 

Gaoler,  Welhorn  Owston.  Salary 
^37.  10s.  Fees,  Debtors,  15s.  4tf. 
Besides  which,  the  Under-sherilf  de- 
mands 6s.  ^d.  for  his  liberate ! Fe- 
lons 13s.  Ad.  Bridewell  Prisoners 
2s.  6</.  and  for  the  conveyance  of 
transports  ^£’10.  each.  Garnish  abo- 
lished. Chaplain,  Rev.  Thomas  Ror 
binson;  Salary,  jglO.  Duty,  Prayers 
and  Sermon  once  a month.  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Maule.  Makes  a bill.  Number 
of  prisoners  1807,  July  30,  Debtors, 
2;  Felons,  &c.  12.  Allowance  the 
same  as  at  the  County  Gaol. 

Remarks.  This  Gaol  was  built  in 
1793,  and  has,  on  each  side,  a nar- 
row slip  of  ground,  partitioned  oflT 
by  open  iron  palisades,  and  divided 
into  court-yards  for  the  different 
classes  of  prisoners. 

The  court-yard  for  debtors  is  32 
feet  by  16;  with  a day-room  13  feet 
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Remarks  on  Leicester  Toxm  Gaol  and  County  Bridewell  Z 


by  12;  and  iip-stairs  are  eight  lodg- 
ing-rooms, to  which,  if  the  debtor 
brings  his  owji  bed,  he  pays  nothing. 
The  Keeper,  if  he  fnrnishes  a single 
bed,  is  paid  2s.  Ad.  per  week  ; and  if 
two  sleep  together.  Is.  9d.  each.  One 
f room  is  set  apart  for  the  sick. 

I The  Chapel,  very  small,  is  in  the 
\ centre  of  the  Prison ; and  tlie  pri- 
M soners  are  not  properly  separated. 

The  felons’  court-yard,  on  the 
jc  debtor-side  of  the  Gaol,  is  40  feet  by 
i-  10;  and  to  prevent  conversation  with 
|!  the  debtors,  a vacant  space  of  8 feet 
wide  is  left,  between  the  palisades  of 
t the  two  court-yards. 

The  other  narrow  slip  is  divided 
I into  three  court-yards,  by  similar 
iron  palisades.  The  bottom  courts  of 
If,  34  feet  by  20,  is  for  women  felons, 
s:  and  has  a day-room  and  five  sleeping- 
t cells.  The  middle  court  for  deserters 
1.  21  feet  square,  and  has  three  sleep- 
|p|  ing-cells ; and  the  upper,  or  top 
it  courts  is  for  men  felons,  41  feet  by 
!»r  21  ; with  six  sleeping-cells. 

Each  cell  is  12  feet  6 by  6 feet  2, 

; and  9 feet  4 inches  high  to  the  crown 
»■  of  the  arch  ; and  has  a crib  bedstead, 
t.  and  two  sedge  mats  to  sleep  on.  At 
i;  my  visit  1803,  each  had  a cast-iron 
t privy  in  it;  but  in  1805,  I had  the 
t pleasure  to  find  they  were  removed, 

i and  sewers  distributed  in  all  the  Court- 
is yards.  These  cells  are  all  on  the 
g ground-floor ; but  above-stairs  there 

are  sleeping-rooms  for  those  who  can 
{i  pay  for  beds.  One  room  is  set  apart 
tor  an  infirmary  to  this  side  of  the 
• Gaol.  Such  care  and  humane  atten- 
t tion  towards  the  sick  is  ever  laudable, 

ii  and  a bounden  duty  : but  the  healthy., 
9 and  the  diligent,  also,  do  surely  re- 
u quire  some  consideration. 

Instead  of  encouraging  industry, 
H however,  the  very  disposition  to  it 
•!  seems  here  to  be  most  unaccountably 
1 repressed  by  a curious  mode  of  pe- 
ii  nalty.  Every  prisoner,  debtor  or 
criminal,  that  procures  himself  the 
$ Cleans  of  labour  in  the  Town  Gaol  of 
« Leicester, hasnot onl^hisCounty  allow- 
i=  once  of  bread  stopped,  and  withheld, 
s but  he  is  even  obliged  to  pay  the  Gaoler 

i one  shilling,  and  sometimes  two  shil- 

ii  lings  per  week,  for  permission  to 
nwork  ! A novelty  of  this  kind  is  un- 
i doubtedly  severe  ; and  such  as  I have 
1 never  before  met  with  in  ray  wide 
ij  perambulation  of  the  Gaols. 

A bath  is  here  provided,  which  they 
informed  me  had  ueYer  been  used, 


and  the  Prison  seldom  visited.  No 
Rules  and  Orders.  There  was  fori* 
merly  a^Table'ot  Fees,  but  none  has 
been  visible  in  the  Prison  these  many 
years.  Neither  the  Act  for  Pre- 
servation of  Health  nor  the  Clauses 
against  Spirituous  Liquors,  are  painted 
on  a hoard  and  hung  up. 

1 he  Prison  is  clean,  and  water 
plentifully  supplied.  Yearly  commit- 
ments to  this  Gaol;  August  1800  to 
August  1801,  163;  August  1801  to 
August  1802,  194;  August  1802  to 
August  1803,  193. 

Leicester  County  Bridew'elu. 

Gaoler,  William  Phillips,  hereto- 
fore Daniel  Lambert.  Salary, 

10s.  He  is  also  allowed  mops,  brooms, 
pails,  soap,  and  every  requisite  for 
prisoti  cleanliness.  Chaplain,  none : 
but  at  my  last  visit,  the  Keeper  told 
me  his  prisoners  regularly  attended 
prayers  three  times  a week,  and 
prayers  and  sermon  on  Sundays,  ia 
the  County  Gaol  Chapel.  Surgeon, 
Mr.  Maule.  He  makes  a bill.  Num- 
ber of  prisoners  July  SO,  1807,  17. 
Allowance,  the  same  as  at  the  County 
Gaol. 

Remarks.  This  new  Bridewell, 
first  inhabited  in  1804,  is  situate  in 
Freeschool-lane,  and  adjoins  to  the 
County  Gaol.  In  the  wall  of  which 
there  is  a door  of  communication  for 
the  prisoners,  who  go  thither  to  Cha- 
pel, where  the  sexes  are  placed  in  se- 
parate divisions,  and  out  of  sight  of 
each  other. 

Here  are  two  court-yards,  for  the 
men  and  women  ; and  to  each  a day- 
room.  In  the  centre  of  the  mens 
court  is  a small  detached  building, 
which  contains  a bath  : their  9 sleep- 
ing-cells are  on  the  ground-floor,  each 
of  eight  feet  by  five,  with  arched 
roofs,  boarded  floors,  three  straw 
mattresses,  lighted  by  an  iron-grating 
over  each  door,  and  all  opening  into 
their  court-yard. 

The  women’s  court  is  of  the  same 
size  as  the  former,  and  has  four  sleep- 
ing-cells attached  to  it,  on  the  ground- 
floor,  fitted  up  in  the  same  maimer 
as  those  for  the  men.  The  sewers  are 
all  judiciously  placed,  and  not  otfen- 
sive. 

Two  rooms  above-stairs  are  set 
apart  as  infirmaries,  and  have  each  a 
large  iron-grated  and  glazed  window, 
with  a fire-place.  Also  two  large 
work-rooms,  with  similar  windows, 

spinning-wheels,  stocking-frames,  &c, 

• And 
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And  all  who  are  not  committed  to 
hard  labour,  receive  two-pence  out  of 
every  shilling  they  earn. 

At  my  visit  to  the  Old  Cnunty  Bride- 
well in  1803,  the  Keeper  of  it  was  the 
celebrated  Daniel  Lambert^  who  has 
since  exhibited  himself  for  the  grati- 
fication of  the  Metropolis.  He  is  said, 
in  1S05,  to  have  weighed  49  stone  12 
'pounds  (or  698lbs.)  which  exceeds,  by 
near  four  score  and  ten  pounds,  the 
corpulency  of  Mr.  Edward  Bright,  of 
Maldon,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  who, 
from  his  well-known  print  by  M‘Ar- 
dell  alter  a painting  by  Ogborne,  it 
appears  died  Nov.  10,  1750,  aged  29 
years;  and  weighed  when  living  43 
stone  7 pounds,  which  is  609lbs.  He 
(Lambert)  is  about  39  years  of  age ; 
was  active  a few  years  since,  and  even 
now,  considering  his  bulk,  is  of  sin- 
, gular  vivacity.  In  1805,  1 found  both 
a new  Prison  at  Leicester,  and  a new 
Keeper.  His  sedentary  habits,  we  are 
told,  had  rendered  him  so  much  at- 
tached to  his  late  employ,  that  it  was 
with  reluctance  he  heard  the  business 
'of  the  Bridewell  Avas  to  be  transferred 
to  the  County  Gaol,  and  himself 
obliged,  like  some  other  great  men, 
to  retire  on  a pension. 


Lambert,  it  seems,  had  an  iiwinci- 
ble  objection  to  have  his  weight  as- 
certained. It  was,  however,  at  length 
effected  by  the  following  contrivance. 
Going  one  day  to  Loughborough, 
the  carriage  that  conveyed  him  was 
designedly  drawn  over  a weighing-en- 
gine ; and  thus,  to  his  great  vexation, 
he  was  informed  of  the  fact,  which 
he  had  so  assiduously  wished  to  avoid. 

His  brief  historian,  in  a vein  of 
irony,  observes,  that  “ had  this  fat 
man  studied  a thousand  years,  he 
could  not  have  thought  on  a profss- 
slo7i  better  calculated  to  suit  his  con- 
stitutional pi’opeasity  to  ease.”  It  is 
hoped  that  the  wit  of  this  shrewd  re- 
mark outweighs  its  scrupulous  con- 
formity to  matter  of  fact ; and  yet 
even  Gaolers,  possibly,  like  the  pi- 
lot of  old  times,  may  sometimes  be 
found  nodding  on  the  post  of  duty. 

A tolerably-executed  etching  of 
Lambert  is  in  circulation.  He  is  spo- 
ken of  as  a humane,  benevolent  man; 
but  I thought  him  a very  improper 
person  to  be  the  keeper  of  a Prison. 

J am,  dear  Sir, 

yours  sincerely, 

James  Neiid. 

Dr.  Lettsom,  London.  - 


Printed  by  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street, 
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LETTER  PRISOXS. 


“ There  the  prisouere  rest  tog'ether  ; 
tliey  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  oppressor.” 

Job  iv.  19. 

“ Victor  cum  victis  pariter  miscebitur 
umhris.  [series 

Console  cum  Mario,  capte  Jugurtha, 
Proper  r.  1.  iii.  p.  3 17*  ed.  Commelin. 

Mr  Uunvv  Sambrook  Court, 

^ .lrban,  23,  1S09. 

E pliilosoph  ic  miiul  con  tern  plates 
with  more  regret  than  surprize, 
the  inconsistencies  of  ])rinciple  and 
action  wliicli  actuate  makind,  and 
which  are  strongly  exemplilied  in  tiie 
character  of  tiie  citizens  of  Liverpool, 
whose  domestic  gratiheatious  form  a 
jniinfnl  contrast  to  tlie  miseries  oi’  tile 
jirisoner.  Is  it  that  those  wh.o  have 
risen  to  wealth  by  the  promotion  of 
slavery,  cannot  be  enamoured  of  the 
blessing  of  liberty  ; and  that  the  pro- 
cess of  transmuting  the  blood  of  an 
African  into  ooki  dust,  extino^nlshes 
the  finer  feelings  of  liumanit  y ^ and,, 
to  an  incarcerated  fellow  Christian,  who 
has  never  trafficked  on  the- gold  coast 
of  Africa,  a dungeon  ten  steps  under 
ground  may  be  deemed  a luxury 
compared  wath  the  allotment  of  two 
feet  by  nine  in  a slave-ship,  under  the 
zenith  of  a bununo’ sun  ? Constantine 

O 

the  (treat,  when  flattered  by  syco- 
phants on  account  of  the  greatness  of 
his  empire,  well  observed,  that  soon 
he  should  claim  only  three  feet  by 
nine,  never  auticipal  ing  that  Christians 
would  learn  to  immolate  their  fellow 
creatures  withiii  less  dimensions  than 
tlie  grave,  even  whilst  living  ! 

I’o  complete  the  climax  of  incon- 
sistency, there  is  in  this  wealthy  town, 
a house  of  Correction,  witliout  a 
Chaplain,  or  the  exercise  of  any  reli- 
gious duty  whatever!  The  same  is 
applicable  to  the  Bridewell,  which 
together  thus  constitute  an  easy  lad- 
der to  the  gallows. 

Well  might  ray  benevolent  friend 
exclaim,  “ Could  the  Constructors  of 
such  scanty  repositories  but  reflect, 
how  very  irksome  it  must  be  to  ag- 
gravate the  sorrows  of  the  helpless, 
the  above  remarks  would  tend  to 
; prevent  actions  so  palpably  injurious. 

; When  will  those  who  sit  at  ease  learn 
to  grieve  for  the  super-added  affliction 
of  fellow-creatures  ?” 

* The  victor  and  the  conquered  mix 
in  the  shades,  and  captive  Jugurtha  sits 
: down  with  Consul  Marius. 


May  his  remonstrances  hasten  this 
happy  ?era!  is  the  hope  of 

J.  C.  Lettsom. 

Liverpool.  The  Borough  Gaol. 
— Gaoler,  Edward  Frodsham  ; also 
a Serjeant  at  Mace.  Salary,  ^130. 
Fees  as  per  Table.  Conveyance  of 
transports  one  shilling  per  mile. — 
Garnish  for  felons,  none  ; for  debtors 
(not  yet  abolished)  4s.  6/7. — Chaplain, 
Rev.  George  Monk.  Duty,  prayers 
and  sermon  on  Sunday,  and  prayers 
on  Thursday.  Salary,  .^31.  10s. — Sur- 
geon, as  wanted, from  the  Dispensary; 
for  which  /Cl 2.  per  annum  is  paid  by 
the  Corporation. — Number  of  prison- 
ers March  il,  1808,  debtors,  75; 
felons,  &c.  22. — Allowance,  to  very 
poor  debtors,  a three- penny  loaf  per 
day,  weigliing  one  pound  three  ounces ; 
and  a dinner  from  the  Alayor  every 
Christmas-day  ; see  Remarks,  “ Le- 
gacy.” To  felons,  a three-penny  loaf 
daily.  Convicts  have  six-pence  a day, 
in  money  and  bread. 

Remarks: — 'fhe  (mstle  of  Liver- 
pool, built  by  R oger  de  Poictiers,  was 
pulled  down  ni  the  reign  of  George  the 
Second  : but  the  Earl  of  Derby’s  cas- 
tellated mansion  has  been  for  many 
years  used  as  the  Borough  Gaol,  and 
stands  at  the  bottom  of  Water-street. 

The  Prison  is  surrounded  by  old 
buildings,  called  the  Tower  Garden; 
and  without  taking  these  down,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  render  the  Gaoi 
healthy  or  convenient.  Here  is  only 
one  court-yard  of  60  feet  by  30,  for 
all  descriptions  of  prisoners,  men  and 
women;  it  is  paved  wdth  brick,  and 
has  in  it  a pump  of  excellent  water, 
and  two  sewers.  In  the  court-yard 
are  kept  fowls,  ducks,  &c.  suffered  to 
run  about ; and  a large  dunghill,  that 
cannot  hut  be  offensive,  and  Avhich  is 
only  cleared  away  once  a month. 
A ttached  to  it  are  five  day-rooms ; 
three  of  which  were  originally  intended 
for  the  Men  Debtors,  one  for  the 
Women,  and  the  fifth  for  Criminal 
prisoners;  hut  they  are  used  indiscri- 
minately by  all.  Firing  is  allowed  by 
the  Corporation  to  all  the  day-rooms. 
Here  is  also  one  small  room,  set  apart 
for  the  sick. 

Common-side  Debtors  have  seven 
rooms  in  one  of  the  tov/ers  separately 
partitioned  off;  and  these  are  free 
wards,  to  which  the  Corporation  al- 
lows straw  for  bedding.  In  the  other 

tower 
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tower  are  lliree  rooms  for  debtors  on 
the  master’s  side,  furnished  with  beds 
by  the  Keeper  at  one  siiii'ino'  per 
week  each  ; and  two  sleep  to^'cther. 

x\t  my  visit  in  1805,  there  was  a 
gallery  built  in  the  Chapel ; and  close 
to  it  live  new  sleeping-rooms  lor  men 
debtors  7 feet  6 inches  each  by  6 feet, 
and  7 feet  0 high  ; to  which  the  Keeper 
supplies  beds  at  one  shilling  week 
each  ; also  two  new  rooms,  over  what 
is  called  the  P^7e^.s' (MVee,  f.ir  women 
debtors;  one  of  tliem  holding  three 
beds,  the  other  a single  bed,  with  fire- 
}dace  and  glazed  windows.  To  these 
latter  rooms  the  Gaoler  furnishes  beds, 
at  the  same  price  as  the  former  *. 

Down  ten  steps  under  ground  are 
seven  gloomy  cells,  or  more  properly 
Dungeons^  for  confining  felons  and 
other  criminal  otYcndcrs,  in  each  of 
which  were  four  prisoners  locked  up 
all  night,  when  1 was  here  in  1802, 
and  in  a larger  one  adjacent  23  feet 
by  if,  and  13  feet  high,  were  lodged 
the  ten  other  criminals.  This  last  is 
chietly  set  apart  for  Deserters,  of 
whom,  I w'al  informed,  forty  at  a 
time  had  been  there  immured  for  three 
or  four  days  together,  and  without 
being  suffocated.  It  is  ventilated  and 
lighted  by  a treble  iron  barred  and 
grated  window  that  looks  toward  the 
.street;  of  these  subterraneous  holes,  1 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  again. 

From  the  promiscuous  association 
and  licentious  intercourse  between  tbe 
sexes  in  this  Gaol,  I could  not  but 
imagine  little  attention  was  paid  to 
the  officiating  Minister  ; and  having 
therefore  requested  Mr.  ^laniforlh, 
an  able  and  active  magistrate  of  tlic 
Borough  to  accompany  me  to  the 
Chapel,  1 found  that,  on  Thnrsda}  the 
14th  October  1802,  s/a;  priso.>  ers  only 
out  oi  the  109  attendoii  prayers. 

To  this  Gaol  are  taken  ail  persons 
arrested  for  debt  by  process  issi’ed  out 
of  the  Borough  Court  of  Liverpool. 

The  probable  great  importance  of 
the  following  document  will  be  my 
best  apology  for  giv  ingit,as  obligingiy 
coininuiiicated  to  me  i)y  Mr.  Lraacker 
the  worthy  Mayor  of  tliis  respectable 
Borough.  AnsTRACT  of  a Deed  in 
the  Oci)  Church  at  Liverpool,  re- 
specting liie  distribution  of  certain 
legacies  of  .'£'290.  and  £'300.,  left  ])y 

* 8um'j  bed-rooms  have  been  added 
since  (taken  from  a house  adjoining  the 
prisonj,  for  the  accommodation  1 st:para- 
tion,  and  comfort  of  the  debtors. 


on  Liverpool  Gaols. 

jVI^s.  A MV  MoinvEux,  in  the  yc^tr  g 
1727,  to  ])oor  prisone.'-s  for  debt,  »ic.  i; 
in  the  Borough  (Caol ; and  also  to  ; 
poor  sailors  and  sailors’  widows,  espc-  -I 
daily  those  in  the  alms-houses, 

“ This  Indenture,  Quadripartite,  &c. 
made  the  9th  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
1732,  betAveen  Ralph  IRi'Hainson  of  Li- 
verpool, &c.  Merchant,  and  Robert 
JRhiftJe  of  Know'sley,  &c.  Gentleman, 
Executors  of  the  last  Will,  &c.  of  Ann 
Ahlyncux , late  of  Liverpool,  &c.  Widow, 
of  the  first  part,  George  Tyrer  of  Liver- 
pool, (See. Merchant,  of  the  second  part , 
Hannah  Tyrer  of  Low'  Hill,  &c.  "SVidow  , 
of  th(^  third  part;  <e\a\  Richard  Ciifdart, 
Mayor  for  the  time  beijig,  John  Sianley 
and  Thomas  lialdwin,  Rectors  of  the 
Parisb,iv&,c.  of  the  fonilh  part. — Wlierees 
the  said  Ann  Molynenx,  being  charita-)ly 
disposed,  by  her  last  Will,  &c.  dated  the 
19th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1727, 
gave,  devised,  and  bequeathed,  to  the 
said  Mayor  and  Rectors,  the  sum  of 
£'200.  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  poor  prisoners  for  debt  (or  otherw  ise) 
in  the  Gaol  or  Prison  for  the  Borough  of 
Liverpool ; and  it  Avas  also  declared  to 
he  her  \Vill  and  Mind,  that  the  said 
Mayor  and  Rectors  shoidd  place  the  said 
sum  of  ,£200.  out  at  interest  upon  land 
securitA,  if  .such  (muld  be  had,  and  dis- 
pose t)f  the  s-aid  interest  a early,  for  the  . 
support  and  maintenance  of  the.  said 
prisoners. 

“ In  a sulise({ucnt  part  of  her  last  M'ill, 
as  releiTcd  to  in  the  said  Indeiuure,  she 
also  bequeatiied  to  the  said  Rectors  for 
the  time,  being  the  smn  of  £300.,  the 
interest  of  whieh  was  directed  to  he  dis- 
tributed by  the  said  Rectors  to  poor  , 
sailors,  and  sailors’  Avidows,  especially 
those  in  the  alms-houses.  It  is  after-  ■' 
Avards  meiuioned  i)\  the  said  Indenture,  ^ 
that  Avith  tlie  said  sums  of  £200.  and  ' 
£300.  Avere  purchased  three  closes  of  : 
laud  in  Mosslake,  containing  seven  acres 
of  land,  of  the  large  measure;  which' 
wa  re  subjected  to  the  payment  of  tAvo 
fifth  parts  of  the  rents  and  tH'oduce  to  [ 

1 y 

the  said  Mayor  and  Rectors,  for  the  sup-  ’ 
port  and  maintenance  of  the  said  ].)oor 
j'risonens  for  debt  (or  otherwise)  in  the  ; 
llorough  Gaol;  and  the  remaining  three  ! 
fifth  parts  of  the  rents  and  prodm^  AVere  J 
to  be  paid  to  the.  Rectors,  and  clistributed  \ 
A earl\  to  the  said  poor  sailors  and  sailor’s 
Avidows,  especially  those  in  the  alms- 
houses, by  the  said  P,,ectors.” 

The  foregoing  statement  was  faithfully 
a’lridgc  d and  extracted  frmn  the.  original 
Deed,  kept  in  the  \'estry  of  St.  Nicholas'  i 
Church  in  juA-erpool,  (to  which  reference  ?’ 
may  alw.'iys  be  had  by  the  Mayor  of  Li- 
verpool) the  5th  day  of  July  iti  the  year 
1798.  Sig’ned'  ,R,  H.  Rolghsedge. 
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Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Liverpool  Gaols. 


Amount  of  the  produce  of  the  poor’s 
fields  in  Mo:islake',  Liverpool,  in  1802. 

£. 

From  Mr.  Carson as  tenant,  7 6 
From  Mr.  as  tenant,  41 

Clear  rent  per  arinum^  £.  IIT 
The  above  legacies  appear  to  have 
been  most  judiciously  laid  out,  so  as 
best  to  answer  the  pious  intentions  of 
the  Donor  ; and  from  the  local  situa- 
tion of  the  land,  so  contio'uous  to  the 
town  of  Liverpool,  it  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  soon  built  upon,  and 
produce  an  immense  revenue. 

Debtors  of  the  Borougli  Gaol  re- 
ceive also  the  benefit  of  a legacy  of 
j£'40.  a year  from  some  other  source, 
which  is  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Mayor  and  Bailiffs  of  the  Corporation, 
and  by  them  applied  yearly  at  Christ- 
mas to  the  discharge  of  insolvent  deb- 
tors. No  Memorial  of  it  appears  on 
record  in  the  prison. 

A new  Gaol  has  been  built  here,  by 
jMr.  Blackburne,  a little  way  out  of 
the  toAvn,  on  which  the  Corporation 
have  spared  no  expence.  It  is  formed 
upon  a very  large  scale,  with  a pro- 
per separation  of  the  ditlerent  classes 
and  sexes;  and  for  security,  health, 
reformation  and  couven'.ence,  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  best  Gaols  m the 
kingdom.  Unluckily,  however,  it  was 
let  to  Government  many  years,  and 
used  as  a place  of  conlinement  for 
French  prisoners,  who  wantonly  and 
deliberately  damaged  the  building  to 
so  shameful  a degree,  that  it  was  not 
repaired  nor  inhabited  in  1808. 

The  unhealthy  Dungeons,  before 
noticed  at  the  Borough  Gaol,  are  still 
suffered  to  be  in  use  ; of  which  that 
the  reader  may  form  some  idea,  I will 
describe  them  with  their  dimensions, 
and  then  quit  the  unwelcome  subject. 
Seven  close  and  very  obscure  cells, 
ten  steps  below  the  surface,  within  a 
passage  of  11  feet  wide  ; each  of  them 
6 feef  6 inches  by  3 feet  9,  and  6 feet 
only  high.  The  grated  vent-holes  in 
their  doors  are  ot  11  inches  only  by  6 
inches,  and  so  barred  as  almost  to 
shut  out  every  ray  of  light.  When  I 
was  here  in  1802,  no  less  than  28  pri- 
soners were  locked  up  at  night,  tour 
in  each  of  these  wretched  receptacles, 
which  could  not  akow  more  than 
twenty-two  inches  space  for  each  pri- 
soner ; and  yet,  at  my  visit  in  1805,  1 
found  three  new  additional  dungeons, 
ail  of  the  same  size ! 


The  Act  for  preserving  the  health 
of  the  prisoners,  how^ever,  and  the 
Clauses  against  their  use  ot  spirituous 
Lquors,  are  hung  up  iu  the  Gaol. 

Could  the  constructors  of  such  scanty 
repositories  but  reflect,  how  very 
irksome  it  must  be  to  aggravate  the 
sorrows  of  the  helpless,  I flutter  my- 
self the  above  remarks  would  tend  to 
prevent  actions  so  palpably  injurious. 
When  will  those  who  sit  at  ease  learn 
to  grieve  for  the  super-added  affliction 
of  fellow-creatures  ? Justice  is  a sacred 
thing ! but  the  extreme  of  its  exer- 
tions is  surely  no  less  needless  than 
deplorable. 

Liverpool.  The  County  Bride- 
well.— Keeper,  Robert  iValton.  Sa- 
lary, one  guinea  per  WTck  ; and  tw  o 
Turnkeys,  at  15s.  per  week  each 
Fees,  none. — Chaplain,  none. — Sur- 
geon, when  wanted,  from  the  Dispen- 
sary.— Number  of  prisoners,  Oct.  11, 
1802,  28. — Allowance,  M.  a day. 

Remarks: — The  Ancient  County 
Bridewell,  was  tormerly  a Magazine 
belonging  to  the  old  Castle,  and  con- 
sisted of  2 cells,  one  of  them  12  feet 
by  7 feet  6,  the  other  18  feet  by  12, 
boil)  8 steps  under  ground,  and  damp, 
lighted  and  ventilated  by  one  iron 
barred  and  grated  window  iu  each, 
with  fire-places.  Also  2 rooms  above 
stairs,  the  one,  18  feet  by  10,  the 
other,  10  feet  by  9:  and  2 other  cells 
totally  dark,  only  6 feet  by  3 each, 
and  6 feet  high.  No  straw,  or  other 
bedding  w hatsoever  was  allowed  : no 
employment ; no  court-yard  : no  wa- 
ter was  accessible  to  the  pi;isoners; 
and  the  Corporation  only  alio  wed  them 
firing.  Ill  short,  it  laboured  not 
merely  under  the  infirmities  of  de- 
serted age,  but  had  several  great  and 
radical  defects. 

It  was  pulled  down  at  my  visit  in 
1805;  and  the  present  prison  for  tem- 
porary confinement  having  been  pre- 
viously got  ready  was  first  inhabited 
26th  December  1804. 

This  nev/  building  is  near  the  Town- 
Hall,  and  from  the  basement  story 
there  is  a subterraneous  passage 
through  wiiich  the  prisoners  are  con- 
ducted for  examination,  and  which 
opens  by  a trap-door  into  the  Bar  of 
tlie  Sessions  House,  by  which  means 
the  prisoners  are  taken  for  examina- 
tion, and  remanded  when  necessary, 
without  being  exposed  to  public  view' ; 
it  also  prevents  occasional  crowds  and 

disorderly 
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disorderly  conduct  during  the  removal 
of  prisoners.  - 

The  front  entrance,  or  first  floor, 
consists  of  the  Porter’s  Lodge,  21  feet 
by  14,  and  11  feet  high;  this  room 
has  a fire-place  and  glazed  windows, 
and  is  fitted  up  with  chairs  and  benches 
for  the  Turnkey  and  the  assistant 
Constables  of  the  uigliL  A lock-up- 
room  (intended  for  disorderly  females) 
23  feet  by  15,  and  eleven  feet  high, 
with  a fire-place,  is  fitted  up  with 
wooden  benches,  and  a sewer  attached 
to  it.  There  are  also  two  other  cells 
for  prisoners  to  be  kept  separate,  each 
9 feet  by  8,  and  10  feet  liigh,  fitted 
up  with  cast-iron  bedsteads,  to  which 
the  town  furnishes  straw-in-sacking 
beds,  2 sheets,  2 blankets,  a holster 
and  a quilt  each;  the  remainder  of  this 
story  is  occupied  by  the  Keeper. 

Tlie  basement  story  (before  men- 
tioned) to  which  the  descent  is  i)y  It 
steps,  is  surrounded  by  an  open  area 
from  which  the  rooms  arc  ventilated, 
and  coiisists  of  one  room  23  feet  hy 
15,  and  10  feet  high,  with  a fire-place 
and  wooden  benches.  There  are  also 
2 sleeping-cells,  of  the  same  size,  and 
fitted  up  as  those  above  described, 
with  a convenient  sewer  attached. 
These  rooms  are  designed  for  the  re- 
ception of  prisoners  of  refractory  dis- 
position, or  under  charge  of  otfences 
of  a more  serious  nature.  The  stair- 
cases are  stone,  and  all  the  rooms 
where  prisoners  arc  confined  are  arched 
with  brick,  and  have  flagged  stone 
floors. 

The  second  story  ascended  by  22 
steps,  is  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  prisoners  of  a more  decent  appear- 
ance, and  for  slight  offences,  and  con- 
tains a large  room  and  two  sh  eping- 
cells  of  the  same  dimensions  and  fitted 
up  as  the  former  ; the  remainder  of 
this  story  is  occupied  by  the  Keeper, 
except  one  room  over  the  porter’s 
lodge,  which  is  reserved  for  prisoners 
of  respectable  connexions*.  The  sexes 
are  separate ; the  prison  is  well  sup- 
plied with  excellent  water  brought  to 
it  by  pipes.  Coals  and  candles  are 
furnished  at  the  expence  of  the  Cor- 
poration; but  there  is  no  allowance  of 
food — that  must  be  purchased  by  the 
prisoners,  or  furnished  by  their  friends. 


* Should  there  be  more  prisoners  than 
the  cells  will  accommodate,  they  must 
sleep  in  their  clothes  upon  benches  two 
feet  wide. 


Liverpooi..  House  of  Correc- 
tion.— Keeper,  Jane  JFiddowes.  Sa-  . 
lary,  5^63.  with  firing  and  candle.  A j 

Turnkey,  at  10, y.  per  week,  who  has  ! 

also  fuel  for  his  a[)artment. — Surgeon,  j 

from  the  Dispc'nsary.-— Ko  Chaplain,  ; 
or  any  religious  attentions  whatever. 

— Xnmbcr  of  prisoners,  Oct.  25,  1805, 

39. — Dietary  for  the  prisoners.  Thurs- 
day and  Sunday,  a penny-worth  of 
bread;  qnd  ditto  of  potatoes,  and  a , 
herring.  Monday,  JV ednesday,  Fri- 
day, Saturday,  a two- penny  loaf  and 
water.  And  on  Tuesday,  a penny- 
worth of  bread,  with  ditto  of  potatoes, 
and  salt. 

Kemarks: — This  Prison  was  built 
in  177  6,  on  an  eminence  adjoining  to 
the  woi  k-honse.  'I'hc  men  and  women 
liave  separate  rooms  and  court-yards. 

For  the  men  here  are  four  rooms 
below,  and  four  above  ; for  the  wo- 
men six  rooms  both  helow.and  above. 
They  are  each  12  feet  hy  10,  and 
nearly  9 feet  high  ; all  supplied  with 
bedsteads,  straw-in-sacking  beds,  tw’o 
blankets  and  coverlets,  hut  are  too 
close,  having  no  ^vindoies,  but  only 
an  aperture  in  the  doors  about  9iHch'es' 
square,  and  an  iron  plate  near  the 
deling,  perforated  with  five  small 
holes.  At  the  end  of  the  passage  is  a 
room  for  the  refractory,  7 feet  hy  4 
feet  10,  totally  dark,  and  without  ' 
ventilation. 

In  the  men's  court-yard  is  a work- 
shop, originally  of  20  feet  by  17  feet 
9,  but  since  divided  into  two,  where 
men  and  boys  were  employed  in  pick- 
ing oakum  ; and  the  average  earnings 
two-pence  half-penny  per  day. 

The  w'anton  severity  heretofore  ex- 
ercised towards  the  women,  both  w'ith 
respect  to  the  bath  or  cucicing-stool, 
and  the  weekly  ichipping  in  the  men's 
court,  is  now,  at  length,  discontinued. 

If  any  are  sick,  the  work-house  sur- 
geon attends  them,  and  orders  what  is 
proper  in  respect  to  diet. 

The  Prison  is  kept  very  clean.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  distribution  of  sewers 
throughout  it,  is  now  better  attended 
to.  The  Act  and  Clauses  are  both 
properly  hung  up. 

1 am,  dear  Sir,  yourS  truly, 

James  N eild. 

JDr.  Lettsom,  London'. 

P.  S.  At  a subsequent  visit,  I found 
that  one  room  from  the  mea’s  side, 
and  another  from  the  women’s,  were 
taken  away  and  added  to  the  workr 
house.  J.  N. 


Printed  by  J,  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street,  London. 
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T.ETTER  LX.  ON  PRISONS. 


Kon  era  camminati  di  paiagio, 

La’  v’  eravain,  ina  natural  burilia, 

Ch’  avea  mal  suolo,  ecli  lame  disagio^. 

Dante,  1’  Inferno,  c.  34.  1.  97. 


Mr.  Urban, 


Sanibrook-courti 
June  28. 


The  quotation  prefixed  is  a de- 
scription of  a part  of  the  infer- 
nal regions,  to  which  the  author  was 
led  in  safety  under  the  guidance  of 
the  spirit  of  the  Mantuan  bard  ; but 
the  horror  of  the  place,  however 
heightened  by  picturesque  poetry, 
does  not  exceed  that  which,  in  a feel- 
ing mind,  must  be  excited  on  perusing 
the  narrative  of  my  humane  friend. 
He,  indeed,  was  not  conducted  and 
preserved  by  the  magic  power  of 
Dante,  but  under  the  more  impres- 
sive power  of  the  benevolent  religion 
of  Jesus. 

AJrap  lyoi  ^sog  crs  (^y- 

Aarcrbf 

’Ey  ':crclyli(Tcri  '^ovoig  — 'f. 

Cdyss.  lib.  XX.  V.  47,48. 


It  is  the  spirit  of  this  religion  that 
leads  its  followers  to  visit  the  pri- 
! soner,  even  immured  in  dungeons 
under  ground : to  restore  to  society 
■ the  unhappy  sinner,  or  fugitive  pro- 
' digai ; the  forlorn  outcast  as  well  as 
i the  wounded  Samaritan.  Does  any  por- 
Ttion  of  this  spirit  ever  pervade  the 
r dungeons  at  Maidstone,  or  do  the 
i amities  of  the  Gospel  illumine  its 
5 ramifications  of  misery  ? 

Scarcely  can  I believe  that  the  peo- 
iple  of  Maidstone,  and  of  the  wealthy 
5 County  of  Kent,  are  apprized  of  the 
Hsufferings  of  their  incarcerated  bre- 
tlthren.  May  the  knowledge  of  them 
irouse  the  feelings  and  animate  the 
texertions  of  some  pious  clergyman  or 
uactive  magistrate,  remains  the  hope 
sof  J.  C.  Lett  SOM. 


* It  was  no  place-hall 

iLofty  and  luminous,  wherein  we  stood, 
l^ut  natural  dungeon,  where  ill  footing 
was, 

<!And  scant  supply  of  light.  Cary. 

t But  I,  who  keep 

3T»ee  in  all  difficulties,  am  divine. 


Maidstone.  Gaoler,  Thomas  W aC 
son ; salary,  £.300. ; fees.  Debtors* 
12s.  lOJ.  Eelons,  &c.  13«.  See 

Table.  Garnish,  2s.  8d.  exacted  by 
the  Prisoners.  Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr. 
Shelton;  duty.  Prayers  and  Sermon 
to  Debtors  and  Felons  and  that  only 
on  alternate  Sundays  (see  Remarks) ; 
salary,  £.50.  Surgeon,  Mr.  Cole- 
man ; salary  £.50.  for  this  Gaol 
(Debtors  included ) and  for  the  Bride- 
well. Number  of  Prisoners  July  14, 
1808,  Debtors  51,  Felons,  &c.  57. 
AlloAvance,  a half-quartern  loaf  every 
other  day,  and  one  quart  of  small- 
beer  daily,  for  prisoners  of  all  de- 
scriptions. Whatever  the  baker’s 
biih  amounts  to  weekly  for  bread,  one 
half  of  that  sura  is  allowed  for  table 
beer;  but  when  a debtor  obtains  hi.s 
sixpences,  the  allowance  of  bread  is 
discontinued. 

Remarks.  From  the  inscription^ 
“ C.  Sloane,  Architect,”  on  a stone 
in  front,  it  appears  that  this  Gaol  was 
erected  in  1746.  The  Keeper’s  house 
separates  the  Debtors’  Prison  from 
that  of  the  Felons  ; but  he  has  no 
proper  view  of  the  Prison  at  large. 

For  Men-debtors  here  are  two 
Court-yards.  The  upper  one,  43 
feet  by  38,  is  paved  with  flag-stones  ? 
the  lower,  which  is  96  feet  by  48, 
has  a hard  gravelled  bottom.  They 
have  likewise  a comnioa  day-roomj 
of  26  feet  by  19. 

The  Woraen-debtors  have  no  Court- 
yard, and  only  one  room,  13  feet 
by  10. 

On  the  first  floor  are  eight  spacious 
rooms  for  Debtors,  opening  into  a 
lobby  six  feet  two  inches  wide.  Mas- 
ter-side Debtors  pay  Is.  2d.  per  week. 
Those  who  have  a room  to  them- 
selves pay  2s.  Od.  per  week  ; and  here 
is  one  handsomely  furnished,  tor 
which  a prisoner  paid  five  shillings 
per  week. 

For  Common-side  Debtors  here  are 
two  rooms  of  26  feet  by  19  each, 
called  by  a singular  fancy  the  “ Pen- 
niless because  each  poor 

Debtor  who  sleeps  there  pays  one 
enny  per  w e ek. 

‘ The 


2 


Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks 

The  Debtors  are  allowed  by  the 
County  three  chaldron  of  coals  a 
year. 

The  Infirmary  has  two  rooms,  one 
20  feet  by  18,  the  other  15  feet  by 
12,  and  one  Tery  improperly  built 
in  the  Common  Felons  Court-yard^  in 
th  e centre  of  the  Prison.  The  lower 
room  has  a barrack  bedstead ; the 
upper  was  used  as  a store-room  for 
bedding,  &c.  and  both  have  glazed 
windows  and  fire-places. 

Here  is  no  regular  Chapel;  for 
want  of  which  the  Debtors  have  Divine 
Service  performed  to  them  in  a lob- 
by-room : of  the  Felons  1 shall  speak 
presently. 

Masters-side  Felons  have  a Court- 
yard 42  feet  by  18,  and  a day-room 
of  16  feet  by  13  ; with  eight  sleeping- 
rooms  nearly  the  same  size,  two  of 
which  front  the  street.  They  are  fur- 
nished with  wooden  bedsteads  with- 
out curtains,  feather-beds  and  bedding, 
at  2s.  (3(1.  per  w^eek,  and  liave  two  or 
more  beds  in  each  room.  But,  if  a 
prisoner  has  a room  to  himself,  the 
charge  is  5s.  per  week. 

The  wall  being  three  feet  thick, 
the  light  and  air  are  still  farther  ob- 
structed at  the  windows  of  both 
Debtors  and  Felons,  by  wooden  bars 
of  three  inches  and  a half  broad,  in- 
stead of  single  iron  bars. 

The  Common-side  Felons  Court- 
yard is  47  feet  by  29.  They  have 
also  a day-room  15  leet  six  inches  by 
12  feet  six.  Their  sieeping-wards  on 
the  ground- floor  are  six  rooms,  of 
the  average  size  of  14  feet  by  12; 
and  each  contains  a barrack  bedstead 
for  five  prisoners,  which  are  judi- 
ciously made  to  turn  up,  as  is  always 
done  every  morning,  not  only  to  give 
a fresher  circulation  of  air,  but  lor 
the  purpose  of  sweeping  and  washing 
the  rooms.  These  prisoners  are  al- 
lowed a straw  in  sacking  bed  each, 
with  two  blan'.'els  and  a rug. 

The  Women  Felons  have  a Court- 
yard of  about  18  feet  by  12,  w'ith  a 
pump,  and  sewer  in  one  corner  ; and  ar- 
cades for  air  and  exercise.  Also  a day- 
room  20  feet  by  16,  and  two  lodg- 
ing-rooms about  the  same  size.  The 
bedding  here  is  like  that  on  the  Male 
Felons  side,  for  such  as  pay  26’.  Qd. 
per  week.  Those  who  cannot  pay 
for  beds  have  straw  in  sacking,  with 
two  blankets  and  a rug  each. 

Felons  are  allowed  by  the  County 
thirteen  chaldrons  of  coals  yearly. 


m Maidstone  Gaol, 

Convicts  under  sentence  of  transporta- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  County  dole, 
have  the  King’s  allowance  of  2s.  6rf. 
per  week,  till  their  removal. 

In  this  gaol  there  are  two  horrid 
dungeons,  of  12  feet  square,  and  to- 
tally dark,  assigned  for  the  con- 
demned prisoners ; the  descent  to 
which  is  by  eleven  steps.  And  here 
it  was  that,  in  almost  all  my  visits 
(not  likely  soon  to  be  forgotten)  I 
found  men  confined  for  robbing  their 
fellow  prisoners  in  the  Gaol ! At  my 
last  visit  there  were  two  of  this  very 
depraved  description  shut  up  toge- 
ther; nor  do  I,  indeed,  recollect  to 
have  ever  been  here  without  seeing 
some  one  so  detained.  Surely  this 
must  seem  to  argue  some  reprehensi- 
ble degree  of  neglect  as  to  matters  of 
religious  attention. 

The  duty  of  Divine  Service  is  still, 
and  for  many  years  past  has  been, 
performed  to  Debtors  and  Felons  on 
alternate  Sundays.  I liave  been  in- 
formed, that  at  some  times,  previous 
to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Evans  the 
late  Chaplain,  no  such  service,  no 
mental  guardianship  whatsoever,  took 
place  for  six  weeks  or  two  months 
together. 

And,  even  now,  in  what  manner 
and  w here  is  the  solemn  business  per- 
formed ? Prayers  are  read,  and  a 
Sermon  delivered  by  the  Chaplain  of 
this  County  Gaol,  upon  the  landing 
of  the  staircase,  to  the  Criminals, 
who  arc  stationed  wilhin  the  iron 
gate  ; but  scarcely  one-third  of  them 
either  see  the  Minister  or  hear  the 
Service.  The  Women  Felons  have 
no  religious  attentions  of  any  kind  . 
paid  to  them,  nor  any  opportunity  of 
joining  in  the  Service,  although  some 
are  confined  heie  for  years  together. 
Nay,  even  those  convicts  who  lie 
under  sentence  of  death,  are  brought 
torth  into  a small  open  court-yard, 
however  severe  may  be  the  weather, 
and  the  Minister  prays  by  them  from 
the  Keeper’s  back  room.  Yet  this  is 
the  populous  Prison  of  a most  re- 
spectable and  opulent  County;  and 
thus  1 exonerate  my  mind  upon  the 
subject. 

The  Common-side  Felons,  &c.  of 
this  Gaol  are  some  of  the  most  mi- 
serable beings  imaginable,  squallid, 
dirty,  and  in  rags*  No  discrimination 
ot  turpitude  is  duly  observed.  The  pri- 
soners here  frequently  rob  each  other, 
and  particularly  those  deserters  who 

occasionally 
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Mr.  Neild’s  Remarks  on  Maidstone  Gaol. 


occasionally  stay  but  a few  days,  are 
sure  to  lose  any  money  they  may 
liave  about  them.  One  of  this  de- 
scription lost  ten  pounds,  and  another 
had  a pair  of  new  shoes  taken  from 
him.  Young  novices  in  transgression 
and  notorious  offenders  are  biqnded 
id  a mass  of  mutual  and  inevitable 
injury  to  each  other.  In  short,  the 
Prison  in  question  is  a discredit  to  the 
County;  and  I hope  I am  assured 
upon  good  grounds  that  a new  Gaol 
is  intended  to  be  soon  built,  which, 
like  that  just  finished  at  Canterbury, 
may  obliterate  the  remembrance  of 
its  predecessor,  and  do  honour  to  all 
who  shall  be  concerned  in  so  benefi- 
cial an  improvement. 

Here  are  no  Rules  and  Orders  ; no 
employment  furnished:  no  regula- 
tions as  to  the  quantity  of  liquors 
which  Debtors  may  receive,  who  are 
sometimes  unruly,  and  set  the  Keeper 
at  defiance.  Though  the  Prohibitory 
Clauses  against  Spirituous  Liquors 
are  conspicuously  hung  up,  yet  as  the 
windows  of  both  Debtors  and  the  Fe- 
lons Gaols  front  the  street,  they  af- 
ford a facility  of  introduction  I fear 
the  utmost  vigilance  cannot  always 
prevent.  No  books  for  the  visiting 
Magistrates,  Chaplain,  or  Surgeon, 
to  enter  their  remarks  in,  for  the 
better  ordering  of  thdir  important 
concern. 

Prisoners  are  discharged  from  hence 
in  a morning  ; but  they  have  no  mo- 
ney to  carry  them  home,  and  thus 
prevent  an  immediate  recurrence  to 
acts  of  depredation  that  may  speedily 
consign  them  back  to  their  late 
abode. 

The  Earl  of  Romney  and  family,  at 
Boxiey,  have  for  these  thirty  years 
annually  given  five  guineas  to  the 
Prisoners,  in  general  at  Christmas. 
The  High  Sheriff  likewise  gives  two 
guineas,  and  the  Under  Sheriff  one 
guinea,’ each  assize. 

The  Gaoler  appears  to  be  a hu- 
mane man,  and  1 have  always  found 
the  Prison  remarkably  clean,  difficult 
as  it  must  necessarily  be ; and  every 
beneficial  tendency  to  » change  in  ar- 
rangement will  but  render  the  exe- 
cution of  his  arduous  office  more  re- 
spectable in  itself,  and  infinitely  more 
comfortable  to  many  others  under 
iiis  care. 

[At  my  last  visit,  19th  July,  1809, 
I found  the  old  Keepei^  dead,  a new 
one  appointed,  and  several  beneficial 


regulations.  A book  in  which  the 
visiting  Magistrates  enter  their 're- 
marks and  orders,  and  another  in 
which  the  Surgeon  enters  the  name 
and  disease  of  every  sick  prisoner,  the 
medicines  administered,  and  extra 
diet  orclolhing  necessary.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Infirmary  is  converted 
into  a reception-room  for  unclean 
prisoners,  and  fitted  up  with  a cop- 
per for  warm  water,  and  a tin  slip- 
per-bath. 

The  upper  room  is  furnished  w ith 
proper  bedding  for  the  siek,  and  well 
lighted  and  ventilated  by  three  large 
windows. 

Childbed  linen  is  likewise  provided 
by  the  County,  and  weight  scales  and 
measures  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners. 
There  are  additional  cupboards  in  the 
Debtors  rooms  for  securing  their  pro- 
vision, and  a night  cfiair  in  every 
ward ; and  in  case  of  sickness  one 
room  is  ordered  to  he  appropriated 
as  an  Infirmary.] 

Maidstone  House  op  Correc- 
tion. Keeper,  late  John  Downe^ 
now  Daniel  Kingsnorth  ; salary,  ^£’.50. 
and  five  chaldron  of  coals  yearly  for 
the  Keeper’s  House  and  the  Prison. 
Fees  : Felons,  l,3s.  Misdemeanors, 
6.9.  Sd.  Faulty  Servants,  4s.  6d.  Gar- 
nish, not  yet  abolished,  2s.  Chap- 
lain, none.  Divine  Service  never 
performed  here,  nor  any  religious  at- 
tentions paid  whatever,  although  PrU 
soner.s  are  sometimes  committed  hi- 
ther for  so  long  a terra  as  two  years. 
Surgeon,  Mr.  Coleman  •,  salary,  for 
this  Prison  and  the  County  Gaol, 
^\50.  Number  of  Prisoners  July  14, 
1808,  twenty-three  men  and  six  wo- 
men, Allowance,  a half  quartern 
loaf  each  in  two  days,  to  those  who 
do  not  work  ; and  to  those  who  w^ork 
five  halt  quartern  loa\es  per  week. 
No  beer. 

Remarks.  The  Men's  Court-yard 
in  this  Bridewell  is  54  leet  by  42, 
paved  with  fiag-stones,  and  lias  a 
pump  in  it,  with  a sewer  in  one  cor- 
ner. Their  day  or  mess-room  is  12 
feet  by  S,  with  a fire-place,  and 
benches  to  sit  upon,  and  shelves  for 
provisions. 

They  have  also  two  sleeping-rooms 
on  the  ground-floor  ; one  called  the 
Upper  Ward,  22  feet  by  16,  has 
straw  in  sacking  beds  on  the  fioor, 
no  bedding  whatever,  and  iron-grated 
windows  which  look  into  the  Court, 
Eleven  prisoners  slept  in  this  room. 

Th© 
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The  Lower  Ward,  19  feet  by  16, 
has  barrack  beds,  with  straw  in  sack- 
ing, but  no  bedding.  The  iron- 
grated  windows  look  into  a narrow 
passage,  five  feet  wide  and  twenty- 
one  feet  Jong.  In  this  twelve  Pri- 
soners slept. 

The  Men’s  Infirmary,  which  is  like- 
wise on  the  ground-floor,  and  in  size 
15  feet  by  12,  has  two  wooden  turn- 
up bedsteads,  with  flock  beds,  two 
blankets,  two  sheets,  and  a rug  each. 

The  Women  have  a Court-yard, 
paved  with  flag-stones,  42  feet  by  36, 
the  door  of  which  has  a cylinder,  and 
opens  into  the  narrow  passage  above- 
described. 

Their  day  or  mess-room,  eight 
feet  by  seven,  with  a fire-place  and 
copper.  Their  sleeping  - room,  21 
feet  by  16,  has  straw  in  sacking  laid 
on  the  floor,  but  no  bedding.  Six 
Women  slept  here. 

Their  Infirmary-room  is  up-stairs, 
above  the  Men’s  Infirmary,  and  of 
same  size,  with  two  grated  and  glazed 
windows,  and  a fire-place.  When 
this  room  is  not  occupied  by  the  sick, 
the  barrack  beds  are  furnished  by  the 
Keeper  with  bedding,  for  those  who 
can  pay  him  2s.  4rf.  a week. 

If  a prisoner  is  sick,  the  Surgeon 
has  a discretionary  power  to  order 
a better  regimen  or  clothing,  as  he 
deems  needful ; which  is  humanely 
allowed  by  the  County. 

In  the  Women’s  Court-yard,  and 
seven  steps  under-ground,  are  two 
loathsome  dungeons,  15  feet  by  10, 


and  six  feet  six  inches  high,  totally 
dark,  for  confining  the  refractory. 

The  Gaoler’s  House  till  lately  (Com- 
manded no  view  of  any  part  of  the 
Prison;  but  in  1808  I found  a win- 
dow made,  through  which  the  Keeper 
has  a command  of  the  Men’s  Court. 
Indeed  the  whole  Prison  is  now  put 
under  better  regulation  ; and  lenity, 
in  some  degree,  has  supplied  the  place 
of  severity. 

For  many  years  a great  part  of  this 
Prison  has  been  rented  of  the  Keepers 
by  Mr.  Blundell,  a weaver  in  the 
town,  at  £.10.  per  afinum  ; and  here  he 
has  a work-room  of  28  feet  by  1C,  the 
three  windows  of  which  look  into  the 
Men  Criminals  Court.  In  this  room 
are  nine  hemp-blocks  ; and  the  pri- 
soners are  occasionally  employed  in 
beating  hemp,  making  sacks,  and 
picking  oakum,  but  they  receive  no 
part  of  their  earnings.  Abovestairs 
are  store-rooms,  the  whole  length  of 
the  Prison,  in  which  Mr.  Blundell 
deposits  the  rough  materials  used  in 
his  business. 

This  Bridewell  is  white  - washed 
twice  a year,  and  the  whole  Prison 
kept  clean. 

Prisoners  are  discharged  in  a morn- 
ing, but  have  no  money  issued  to 
carry  them  safely  home. 

The  Act  for  Preservation  of  Health 
is  not  hung  up  ; but  the  Prohibitory 
Clauses  against  Spirituous  Liquors 
are  placed  in  the  Keeper’s  House, 

J am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  sincerely, 

James  Nbild. 

To  Dr,  Lettsomj  London. 


/ 


Printed  by  J.  Nichols  and  Son,  Red  Lion  Passage,  Fleet  Street,  LoadoB. 
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